
    

DIARY DATES and NOTICESDIARY DATES and NOTICESDIARY DATES and NOTICESDIARY DATES and NOTICES    
 

"DOWN THE EAST END WITH AUMIE SHAPIRO" 
On Sunday March 26th the film entitled Down the East End with Aumie Shapiro is 

being shown. Tickets are now available from the Shul office priced at £15.00 per 

person including a hot salt beef supper. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.  Book 

now to avoid disappointment - why not bring your friends and make up your own 

table? For further details call Barbara Newman (01702) 333307 or the Shul office. 
 

SUNDAY OPENINGS 
The Southend & Westcliff Community Centre is looking to recruit a small team of 

volunteers to assist in organising a programme for members of the local community to 

participate in new SUNDAY OPENINGS, which will begin on Sunday 2
nd

 April. 
 

The Centre will open from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m. offering those attending wonderful 

entertainment and an afternoon tea. If you are interested in joining the rota – either 

with driving people to and from the Centre, or in the catering arrangements – please 

contact Richard Shone at the Centre on 334655. 
 

PRAYERS IN SHUL 
The Wardens and Rabbi advise you to please inform the Shul office in writing if you 

wish the name of a relative or friend to be included in the prayer for the unwell, which 

is recited on Shabbat morning. 
 

Additionally, if you notice a member who has not been attending Shul for a while, 

please inform the Wardens so that they can make appropriate contact. 
  

RAYMOND HOUSE MINYAN 
There is a Shabbat service that takes place at Raymond House each month. This 

service has always enjoyed the support of members from our community, who kindly 

help in ensuring that adequate numbers are present for a Minyan. The Raymond House 

service would welcome more support from anyone who is able to assist. The Minyan is 

on the first Shabbat of each month. The next service will be this Shabbat 4
th

 February 

beginning at 9.30 a.m. Please contact Norman Zetter or Ralph Schiller for more 

information. 
 

 

VISITORS TO OUR COMMUNITY 
We are always delighted to welcome visitors into our Community. Please do come and 
introduce yourselves to one of our officials after the service and stay and enjoy the 
Kiddush with us. The wardens would be delighted to meet you and to make you feel at 
home. 

 
If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 

donation or publicise your happy occasdonation or publicise your happy occasdonation or publicise your happy occasdonation or publicise your happy occasion or an ion or an ion or an ion or an 
organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on 

344900.344900.344900.344900. 
 

Issue 469 

 

 

6666thththth    ShShShShevevevevaaaat 5766 t 5766 t 5766 t 5766 ––––    4444thththth    FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary 2006 2006 2006 2006    
                               

                                 d”sb 
 

Southend & Westcliff Hebrew 

Congregation 
                                                  www.swhc.org.uk 

                               
                              Minister:                                                                                                            Minister:                                                                                                            Minister:                                                                                                            Minister:                                                                              Wardens:Wardens:Wardens:Wardens:    

 Rabbi Mendel Lew                                                                                       Leon Murray    
                                                                                                                                                                    Allan Silver                                                                                                                                                

    

 
 

 
Sunday 

Morning Service 8.30 a.m.        Evening Service 8.00 p.m. 
 

Weekdays 
Monday  & Thursday  Morning Service 7.00 a.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday  Morning Service 7.15 a.m. 
Monday - Thursday Evening Service 8.00 p.m. 

 

Friday 10th February 2006 
Shabbat begins 4.45 p.m. – Service 4.45 p.m. 
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Shabbat  ServicesShabbat  ServicesShabbat  ServicesShabbat  Services    
Shabbat begins Friday 4.32 p.m. 

Service 4.35 p.m. 

           Morning Service 9.15 a.m. 

          Toddlers' Service 11.00 a.m. 

         Childrens’ Service 11.00 a.m. 

            Mincha 4.15 p.m. followed by Seudah     

Shabbat ends 5.45 p.m. 
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Bo Bo Bo Bo –––– Do you have an opinion? Do you have an opinion? Do you have an opinion? Do you have an opinion? - Rabbi 

Mendel Lew    
Over the past few weeks, there has been some controversy regarding the participation 
of non-orthodox clergy in an Anglo-Jewish organisation dealing with ethics. The 
implication is whether these individuals have a genuine Jewish perspective to 
contribute. Which poses the question: who has the right and authority to explain the 
Jewish view? Certainly, in a free society such as we live in, everyone feels that they 
possess this right, but what does the Torah have to say? It is, after all, the handbook 
for everything that we follow!   
 

In this week’s Sidrah, we read about the famous Exodus of our ancestors, the 
Israelites, from Egypt. Immediately prior to their release, the new and young nation 
was given their first Mitzvah. We are all aware about the offering of a lamb as a Pesach 
offering, but they were also instructed in the laws of Rosh Chodesh. Each new month 
would be ushered in by the Beth Din of that period, who would decide its 
commencement based on the evidence (or lack of) of 2 people who had a clear 
sighting of the new moon.  
 

This instruction regarding Rosh Chodesh is the first recorded Mitzvah in the Torah, and 
it is significant as it teaches us a fundamental truth about Torah, Judaism and what 
exactly constitutes legitimate Jewish opinion. 
 

The determining of when a new month begins has enormous ramifications. For one, it 
dictates when a particular festival will occur. Don’t forget that in addition to being 
enjoyable occasions, a festival invariably has many Mitzvot associated with it, and its 
timing is important. Yet another consideration is the Jewish calendar year, which is 
determined when 12 months have passed. And still, despite its importance, the Torah 
does not spell out how the months (and with it years and festivals) are to be decided. 
In fact, many of our most significant Mitzvot such as the laws of eating Kosher, the 
wearing of a Tallit, etc. are not fully explained in the Torah, either!!  
 

The simple reason for this is that G-d wished the Beth Din, presided over by 
knowledgeable and learned Rabbis, to decide these important matters. A month could 
easily be determined by astronomy and by closely following the movement of the 
moon. Indeed a good Jewish calendar has been around for centuries. But that would 
give opinions to too many people (without sufficient knowledge) which would 
ultimately weaken the Torah from the way that G-d intended. By keeping it in the 
hands of the Beth Din, who would decide the new month following divine guidelines, 
our faith is guaranteed to be preserved.  
 

The same applies to all important matters in Judaism; the determining of Jewish law 
and direction can only be established by Rabbis who believe, and who are familiar with 
our unbroken chain of tradition and studies. G-d deliberately withheld the intricacies of 
each Mitzvah from the Torah, in order to keep them safe in the right hands and minds. 
The Torah itself cannot be studied on its own; it would require (and still does) the 
intimate knowledge of the oral law, passed down through the centuries, beginning with 
Moses. 
 

Despite the enormous amount of information on Judaism available in the English 
language, one must realise that an accurate decision can only be reached by asking a 
Rabbi for correct guidance. 

    

WHAT’S NEWS AROUND WHAT’S NEWS AROUND WHAT’S NEWS AROUND WHAT’S NEWS AROUND 

TOWN…TOWN…TOWN…TOWN… 

 

bwf lzmbwf lzmbwf lzmbwf lzm MAZELTOV - IT’S A GRANDDAUGHTER! 

We take the opportunity to wish a hearty Mazeltov to Hilary and Derek 
Lee on the birth of a first granddaughter, SOPHIE EVE, in London. 
May the new arrival always give you much Nachas, joy and happiness. 

    

bwf lzmbwf lzmbwf lzmbwf lzm MAZELTOV 

Sybil and Geoffrey Greenstein are delighted to announce 
the engagement of their son, Michael, to Shuli Elon, of 
London. We wish the young couple Mazeltov, and a life 
full of happiness and joy. P.G. may the families only enjoy 
many more Simchas. 
 

CONDOLENCES 

We offer our heartfelt condolences to Adrienne Sussman on the very 
sad loss of her dear husband, Leonard. These sentiments are also 
extended to children, Miranda and Stacey, and to all the family. We 
pray that they find genuine comfort and only experience good health 
and happiness long into the future. The Shiva services are being held 
at Flat 4, Bellway Court, Grosvenor Road, Westcliff on Sunday and 
Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. and on Monday at 7.15 p.m.  
 

EMUNAH 
EMUNAH are hosting a fascinating talk by two Community Matrons 
who will discuss their important work in our area. This will take place 
on Tuesday 21

st
 February, at 16 Crosby Road, Westcliff, at 7.30 p.m. 

Donation is £4.00, plus raffle. 
 

SOUTHEND AND DISTRICT AID SOCIETY QUIZ NIGHT 
The Annual Inter Committee Quiz will be held at the Day Centre, 
Cobham Road, on Sunday, 26

th
 February at 7.30 p.m. Once again, we 

look forward to welcoming old friends for another lively evening! Please 
contact Rochelle, Angela, Sybil or any committee member if you would 
like to join. There will also be a sandwich supper. Entry is £10.00 per 
person.  
 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
If you are able to assist with hand delivering occasional mail shots in 
your area, please contact the Shul office on 344900.  


