
    

DIARY DATES and NOTICESDIARY DATES and NOTICESDIARY DATES and NOTICESDIARY DATES and NOTICES    
CCJ AGM 

Dr. Irene Lancaster will be addressing the Southend Council of Christians and Jews on the 

subject “Jews & Christians facing the future together in the UK… and the future (if any) of 

Jewish/Christian dialogue” on Monday 3rd April - 7.30 p.m. at the Civic Centre, Southend. The 

meeting is open to both members and non-members. Dr. Lancaster is a very high profile 

British academic, and is one of the country’s leading experts on Christian- Jewish relations. 
 

DOROTHY YOUNG for PURIM 

Dorothy Young Books & Gifts presents: all your Purim needs in one location. Megillahs, 

Graggers and much else besides!!  

Phone 331218 for details. e-mail: dorothy@dorothyyoung.co.uk  
 

SUNDAY OPENINGS 

The Southend & Westcliff Community Centre is looking to recruit a small team of volunteers 

to assist in organising a programme for members of the local community to participate in new 

SUNDAY OPENINGS, which will begin on Sunday 2nd April. 
 

The Centre will open from 1.30 – 3.30 p.m. offering those attending wonderful entertainment 

and an afternoon tea. If you are interested in joining the rota – either with driving people to 

and from the Centre, or in the catering arrangements – please contact Richard Shone at the 

Centre on 334655. 

PRAYERS IN SHUL 

The Wardens and Rabbi advise you to please inform the Shul office in writing if you wish the 

name of a relative or friend to be included in the prayer for the unwell, which is recited on 

Shabbat morning. 

Additionally, if you notice a member who has not been attending Shul for a while, please 

inform the Wardens so that they can make appropriate contact. 
 

AJEX 

AJEX IS NOW OPEN.  Come and join us in the Shul Hall every Thursday evening at 7.30pm   

Please contact Renee for details. 

 

RAYMOND HOUSE MINYAN 

There is a Shabbat service that takes place at Raymond House each month. This service has 

always enjoyed the support of members from our community, who kindly help in ensuring that 

adequate numbers are present for a Minyan. The Raymond House service would welcome 

more support from anyone who is able to assist. The Minyan is on the first Shabbat of each 

month. The next service will be Shabbat 1st April  beginning at 9.30 a.m. Please contact 

Norman Zetter or Ralph Schiller for more information. 
 

 

VISITORS TO OUR COMMUNITY 

We are always delighted to welcome visitors into our Community. Please do come and 
introduce yourselves to one of our officials after the service and stay and enjoy the 
Kiddush with us. The wardens would be delighted to meet you and to make you feel 
at home. 
 

If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 If you would like to sponsor this leaflet for a £10 
donation or publicise your happy occasion or an donation or publicise your happy occasion or an donation or publicise your happy occasion or an donation or publicise your happy occasion or an 

organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on organisations event, please contact the Shul Office on 
344900.344900.344900.344900. 
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Sunday 
Morning Service 8.30 a.m.        Evening Service 8.00 p.m. 

 

Weekdays 

Monday  FAST OF ESTHER and PURIM 
Fast begins at 4.37 a.m.    Morning Service 7.00 a.m.    Mincha 1.30 p.m. 

Fast ends at 6.39 p.m.   Evening Service: Ma’ariv 6.45 p.m. followed 
immediately by reading of the Megillah, followed with refreshments. 

Tuesday  PURIM  Morning Service 7.00 am followed by reading of Megillah. 
 

Thursday  Morning Service 7.00 a.m. 
Wednesday & Friday  Morning Service 7.15 a.m. 
Tuesday - Thursday Evening Service 8.00 p.m. 

 
 

Friday 17th March 2006 
Shabbat begins 5.47 p.m. – Service 5.50 p.m. 
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Shabbat  ServicesShabbat  ServicesShabbat  ServicesShabbat  Services    
Shabbat begins Friday 5.35 p.m. 

Service 5.35 p.m. 

           Morning Service 9.15 a.m. 

          Toddlers' Service 11.00 a.m. 

         Childrens’ Service 11.00 a.m. 
            Mincha 5.15 p.m. followed by Seudah     

Shabbat ends 6.44 p.m. 



Torah … Page 519 
MAFTIR (Zachor) ….  Page 1114 (verse 17 till 19) 

Today’s Haftorah Reading ZACHOR Page 1192 (Verse 2) 
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Tetzaveh Tetzaveh Tetzaveh Tetzaveh –––– The mystery of oil The mystery of oil The mystery of oil The mystery of oil    
Rabbi Mendel Lew    

 

One of the most important rituals performed in the Sanctuary, and then in the holy 
Temple, was the daily lighting of the Menorah by the Kohen. The Sidrah this week 
reminds us that the oil used in the kindling was to be processed from olives, and in its 
purest form. Only the first drop extracted from the olives during pressing was 
permitted for use in the Menorah. Olive oil plays an important role in our religion, 
including in the miracle of Chanukah. This would indicate that there is much that can 
be learnt from it.  
 
Oil seems to possess two contradictory characteristics. On the one hand, oil has a 
tendency to soak through, stain, and spread out over any substance with which it 
comes in contact, characterizing closeness and attachment to all. In addition, oil is 
produced by crushing and pressing the olives, symbolizing humility. 
 
On the other hand, when an attempt is made to mix oil with any other liquid it will not 
blend, and its distinctness will remain. This symbolises detachment and a desire to be 
kept apart. In addition, it not only remains separate, it is always above the other 
liquid, symbolising the exact opposite of humility. 
 
This contradiction did not go unnoticed by G-d when He commanded that the 
Menorah should be lit with olive oil. G-d is, in effect, communicating to us two very 
important values, that are opposites, but which have their own message to share. To 
those Jews who are comfortable with their religious practice, but who want nothing to 
do with those less committed, the message is to be like oil, which spreads out and 
permeates anything with which it comes into contact. One must be happy to reach out 
to all with the message of support and love, encouraging the other person to come a 
little closer to their heritage. 
 
At the same time, oil has another, very different, theme: that of separation. There are 
those who observe how many people of our faith have failed in the standards required 
by G-d. They reason that it would be better to come down to ‘their’ level, by 
compromising and making the religion more palatable, agreeable and attractive to 
them. It is then that we are reminded that oil does not mix with other liquids. Our 
mission must be to bring others closer to Torah, not to trim and cut the Torah to suit 
others. 

 
By using this approach of being gentle and friendly to all, without compromising all 
that is valuable and important in our faith, we are assured of the continued success 
and strength of Torah. This in turn will elevate us to higher and better levels, like the 
oil that rises above other liquids.         

    

    

WHAT’S NEWS AROUND TOWN…WHAT’S NEWS AROUND TOWN…WHAT’S NEWS AROUND TOWN…WHAT’S NEWS AROUND TOWN… 

                                                            
THE COMMUNITY’S CENTENARY - 100 

This year is a special one in the life of our community, as we turn 
100!! There are a number of events being planned to commemorate 
and celebrate this momentous milestone – with details to follow. We 
would love to receive photos, information and reminiscences from 
people about our community and its rich history. A booklet is being 
prepared and we would like to gather as much information as 
possible. Please contact Janice at the Shul office. 

 

PURIM IS HERE- FOR YOUNG AND OLD 

Don’t forget that Purim is fast arriving. Come to Shul to hear 
the reading of the Megillah, with all the accompanying 
atmosphere of the occasion! Megillah reading on Monday 
night 13

th
 March is at 7.00 p.m. immediately following the 

Evening Service. It will be followed by a fancy dress parade 
and lots of refreshments! A great occasion especially for the 
children! 
There will also be Megillah reading at Raymond House on Monday evening at 7.00 
p.m. and at 11.00 a.m. on Tuesday morning at the Day Centre, Cobham Road. 

CONDOLENCES 

We offer our heartfelt condolences to Stanton Marcus on the very sad loss of his dear 
mother, Millie. These sentiments are also extended to all the family. We pray that 
they find genuine comfort and only experience good health and happiness long into 
the future.  
We offer our heartfelt condolences to Jack Gross on the very sad loss of his dear 
wife, Betty. These sentiments are also extended to all the family. We pray that they 
find genuine comfort and only experience good health and happiness long into the 
future.  

 

STONESETTINGS 
The following tombstone consecrations will take place tomorrow, 12

th
 March at Stock Road: 

1.00 p.m. – Merton Gaunt 
1.30 p.m. – Stella Gilbert 
2.00 p.m. – Fritz Spitzer 

 

The following tombstone consecrations will take place next Sunday, 19
th 

March, at Stock Road: 

1.00 p.m. – Daniel Kosky 
1.30 p.m. – Lewis Konyn 

2.00 p.m. – Sidney Collins 
 

 

"DOWN THE EAST END WITH AUMIE SHAPIRO" 
On Sunday March 26th the film entitled Down the East End with Aumie Shapiro is 
being shown. Tickets are now available from the Shul office priced at £15.00 per 
person including a hot salt beef supper. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.  Book 
now to avoid disappointment - why not bring your friends and make up your own 
table? For further details call Barbara Newman (01702) 333307 or the Shul office. 
 

WHERE WILL YOU BE FOR PESACH? 

If you feel able to lead the Seder service on the 1
st
 night of Pesach at Raymond 

House, the residents would be eternally grateful! Please call Jackie, head of the 
home, on 352956.   


