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Diary of Events
December 2010
1st Erev Chanukah – 1st Candle
2nd  1st Day Chanukah – 2nd Candle
3rd 2nd Day Chanukah – 3rd Candle
4th Youth Shabbat
 Chanukah Dance – Shul Hall
5th Chanukah Function – Day Centre
7th Ladies’ Guild Meals on Wheels Chanukah Tea
8th  7th Day Chanukah – 8th Candle – Gala Night
9th 8th Day Chanukah
11th Adult Batmitzvah Kiddush
17th Fast of Tevet
18th Melava Malka – Shul Hall

January 2011
9th Womens’ Forum – Shul Hall
16th  Family History Workshop – Talmud Torah
26th  WIZO Function – Thorpe Bay Bridge Club
27th  Holocaust Memorial Day

February 2011
16th Fidelio Singers sing Gershwin – Shul Hall
27th Aid Society Annual Quiz – Day Centre

March 2011
6th Cultural Evening with Daniel Cainer – Shul Hall
17th  Fast of Esther
20th Purim and Party

April 2011
9th Barmitzvah – Aaron Gold
18th Erev Pesach
19th  1st Day Pesach
20th 2nd Day Pesach
25th 7th Day Pesach
26th 8th Day Pesach
17th Fast of Tevet
18th Melava Malka – Shul Hall

Advertising 
Contact Shul Office Office – 01702 344900

Advertising Rates - Social & Personal
(pre-paid to the Synagogue Office)

Up to 30 words - £20, 31 – 40 words - £25
Boxed Advert - £30     Please contact Shul Office 

Sponsorship 
To sponsor a Page in the CV - Contact 07771 501704 

Published by the S&WHC
Synagogue Office, Finchley Road

Westcliff on Sea, Essex SS0 8AD.  Tel: 344900
Editor:  Rochelle O’Brart

Chairman:  Alan Gershlick
Editorial Board: Pam Freedman, Riva Shaw, Gary Freeman

Advertising:  Michael Franks

Communications addressed to:
The Editor, Community Voice 

Copy Deadline for Pesach issue: 15th January 2011
All dates and times correct at going to print
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Organisations Within 
The Community

Aid Society  Jeffrey Greenstein 477617
A.J.E.X.  Sid Barnett 582268
Board of Deputies(Southend) Marie Bauer 07977 116013
Cemetery Management Allan Silver/Maurice Symons/Elliot Baker 344900
Chalkwell Social Club Josie Pitch 330316
Cheder Talmud Torah Shul Office 344900
Council of Christians & Jews Jack De Metz 391535
Emunah  Marilyn Belson 476534
  Rochelle Spector 436791 
Fair Reporting Jack De Metz 391535
Jewish Community Centre Graham Freeman 334655
J.A.C.S.  Alan Goldstein  01268 771978
J.A.M.I.  Neville Peters 525278
J.C. Reporter(Regional) Marilyn Salt 476349
J.L.G.B.  Richard Cirsch 02089 898990
Jnet  Stephen Redstone 07977 350548
J.N.F. Impact  Anthony Larholt  348221
Ladies’ Guild Geraldine Jay 715105
Magen David Adom Stephen Salt 476349
Meals on Wheels Tony Rubin 345568
Membership  Ronald Shinegold/Sheldon Collins 344900
Pop In Centre Janice Steel 344900
Raymond House Jacqui Shuttleworth  352956
Shalom Friendship Club Minn Rose 390230
S.J.Y.C.(The Buzz) Shul Office 344900
Southend Security Trust Jeffrey Barcan 343192
S&WHC P.R.O. Sybil Greenstein  477617
Tuesday Nighters Lewis Herlitz 715676
U.J.I.A.  Stephen Salt 476349
W.I.Z.O.  Jackie Kalms 437801

SYNAGOGUE OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9.00am – 12.30pm

Saturday – CLOSED
Sunday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Tel:  01702 344900       Fax:  01702 391131
Email:  swhc@btclick.com 

Website:  www.swhc.org.uk/www.swhc.co.uk

If the office is closed, please leave a 
message and your call will be returned
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President’s Report
October 21st seemed a normal 
Autumn day, with the sun out and 
a cold gusting wind. But in fact 
this was another important day in 
SWHC history. For on this day, we 
opened The Shop (in the Talmud 
Torah building) to ensure that there 

is an adequate supply of Kosher food in the town. 
The Shop was opened by Her Worship The Mayor, 
Councillor Ann Holland. The Rabbi first placed a new 
Mazuzah on the door and the Mayor cut the ribbon 
to formally open our brand new retail outlet. There 
was quite a party atmosphere with over one hundred 
people present enjoying free Danish pastries with teas 
and coffees being served by Sandra and Maurice 
Symons.
The reason that I place such an emphasis on this 
event is that it demonstrates a number of things about 
our vibrant community. The first is the continued 
generosity of our members. This was in fact a “turn key” 
operation, in the sense that the room has been fully 
fitted and decorated and literally, all we had to do was 
“turn the key”! The project has been fully planned and 
financed by one family who insist on remaining low 
key. I have of course thanked the family personally but 
I can do so again here by stressing how important this 
concept is to SWHC. The next is to thank the office 
staff, Janice, Pam and Jennifer who have assisted with 
suggestions and ideas in the planning stage. But finally 
I turn to you, the members. You have quite rightly been 
asking for this facility for some while. We have relied on 
other local retailers to ferry bread and meat to us but, 
for one reason or another, this has not worked. Now 
we have The Shop opened I hope that you will use it as 
frequently as you can. Finally may I say a “thank you” 
first to Alan Markovitch who went nearly every Friday 
(very early) to pick up the challas and meat and also to 
Barbara Newman who supervised the ordering for the 
six months or so before The Shop was opened.
My next important piece of news is to tell you that, 
as I write this article, the final pieces are being put 
together for our new web site. The work involved has been 
frankly astonishing. The one person who has kicked, 
cajoled, pleaded, pushed and made this happen is 
Stanley Robinson. 

i d t

Stanley has put an absolutely enormous amount of 
effort into this venture. Without his drive, this simply 
would not have happened. Pay the site a visit at www.
swhc.org.uk. It is well worth it as you will be proud of 
what has been achieved.  Thanks also go to Simon 
Luton for all his hard work designing our new Logo and 
the many hours he worked into the early hours of the 
morning completing this task.
The Shul Council has rather surprised me (very 
pleasantly I have to say) by insisting that our 
governance on a day-to-day basis needed to be 
updated. The Council has had a great deal of 
discussion on this issue all of which has been carried 
out in a vigorous but dignified manner. The outcome 
is that we are trying a new concept, ensuring that we 
keep within the law and spirit of our Constitution. If 
changes to the Constitution prove necessary, then these 
will, of course, be placed before you, the members, for 
approval at a General Meeting.  It is difficult in this short 
space I have here, to set out all the salient details.  I 
intend to do so in my Annual Report and, at that time 
give my assessment as to whether the changes have 
been of benefit. On a day-to-day basis members will 
see hardly any difference in how the Shul is being run. 
In closing, Louise and I would like to thank all of you 
for your good wishes on the celebration of our Ruby 
Wedding anniversary on 29th October, just gone.

Alan Gershlick

MENORAH LIGHTING 

AT THE CLIFFS PAVILION 

1st – 8th December
Wednesday 1st December 7.30pm
Thursday 2nd December  7.30pm
Friday 3rd December  3.00pm
Saturday 4th December  6.00pm
Sunday 5th December  7.30pm
Monday 6th December  7.30pm
Tuesday 7th December  7.30pm  
   Donuts & Drinks in  
   the Youth Club
Wednesday 8th December 7.30pm
   Gala Night



Enlightening 
Trip to Poland

We as a Jewish people have an 
extraordinary history.
The often quoted Mark Twain said 
“...If statistics are right, the Jews 
constitute but one percent of the 

human race. It suggests a nebulous dim puff of stardust 
lost in the blaze of the Milky Way. Properly, the Jew ought 
hardly to be heard of, but he is heard of, has always been 
heard of.” 
He continues: “The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the 
Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, 
then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek 
and the Roman followed; and made a vast noise, and 
they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their 
torch high for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in 
twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat 
them all, and is now what he always was, exhibiting no 
decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his 
parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert 
and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; 
all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret of 
his immortality?” - Mark Twain (“Concerning The Jews” - 
Harper’s Magazine, 1899). 
The challenge each of us faces in life, is how does this 
history relate to us? What difference does it make to our 
lives and how do we connect to the suffering of the past.  
This question is especially strong when it comes to the 
tragedy our people suffered seventy years ago: the 
Holocaust. One of the darkest eras of our history where in 
a few harrowing years, Eastern European Jewry was almost 
annihilated. An enormous portion of our heritage is gone – 
almost without a trace.
The approach of so much of the world is to march on, 
forget it, history is in the past, let’s leave it there. Anti-
Semitism is on the rise and with it Holocaust denial is 
gaining momentum. Our link with the past and the Jewish 
spirit to survive is assimilating. And Holocaust survivors are 
dying.  In has been estimated that within ten years, it will 
become very rare to find any able bodied eye witnesses to 
tell their story. 
It is because I have become more aware that time is 
running out and because of a special man in our 
community, that I decided to organise a trip to Poland. I 
would like to tell you about it. We have teamed up with 
JRoots an organisation in London that has great expertise 
in organising trips such as these (in fact some members 
of the community have already been on trips with them). 
The special man I am referring to is Leslie Kleinman. Leslie 
grew up in a Rabbinic household in the Chassidic town of 
Satmar, Romania.  
In spring of 1944, Leslie’s father, Rabbi Mordechai 
Kleinman was taken by the Hungarian Nazis to the Russian 
front from which he never returned. In April 1944 Leslie, his 
mother and 7 siblings were taken to Auschwitz. Immediately 
upon their arrivals, his family were put in the gas chambers. 
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Leslie survived 9 months in Auschwitz and 3 Death Marches 
before he was liberated by the Americans in 1945.

For many years Leslie never spoke about his memories of 
the Holocaust. Only recently has Leslie started to speak 
to school children in Canada and now in the Southend 
area. Leslie spoke last Holocaust Memorial Day at the Civic 
Centre and on Tisha Be’av. He joins our dear and well 
respected Otto Deutsch a great speaker and man who has 
also done so much around the world to make sure that we 
don’t forget.

Our communal trip will be the first time that Leslie will 
be returning to Poland. The purpose of the trip is not to 
traumatise or to feel depressed. The trip aims to explore the 
cultural wealth of the Jewish past, not only to focus on the 
years of death, but the life that was. We will visit Warsaw, 
Majdanek, Lublin, Lezansk, Tarnow, Krakow, Aushwitz and 
Birkenau. Led by the well known and highly recommended 
guide Tzvi Sperber, it truly will be a once in a lifetime 
opportunity. My aim is to have a trip that will inspire as well 
as inform and give us a greater sense of our Jewish context 
and pride. 

On Chanukah the Greeks tried to destroy our Jewish spirit, 
just as many had done before and have done since then. 
Mark Twain asks: what is the secret of immortality? And 
as Jews we know the answer. G-d wants us here, and 
whatever any nation tries, ultimately they will not succeed. 
We will never understand why the plan unfolds with the pain 
it does, but Chanukah teaches us that the light of the Jewish 
Nation will continue to shine forever. May we all continue to 
be proud torches of Jewish memory, pass on the legacy of 
Holocaust survivors and each be a part of the shining light 
of the Jewish people.

Rabbi Binyamin Bar

FLYERS
Since the cost of postage has gone up 
dramatically, it is felt by the CV Board that flyers 
will no longer be available to place within
the Shul Magazine.  However, the cost of an advert 
in the magazine is virtually the same price as a flyer.  
Flyers will only be allowed by  the Shul Office 
when asking members, for example, for 
names for a Simchat Torah Tea attendance,
AGM Election or even Chanukah Greetings 
requests.

Please phone the Shul Office on 01702 344900 
for further information.

Editor

Dorothy Young
Tel.: Southend 331218 (not Shabbat) Mobile: 07985 687085
Email: dorothy@dorothyyoung.co.uk   Website: dorothyyoung.co.uk

In stock for Chanukah, Purim, Pesach & Shavuot
Machzorim, Tallaisim, Capples, Childrens books, toys and games, 
Flags, Cuddly Sifrei Torah, Books on the Yomim Tovim.

Orders taken for New Year Cards, Luachot, Calendars, Diaries & Arba

Minim (Lulav and Etrog).

Really Jewish Food Guide now in stock. (Kashrut Guide)

Challah cloths, boards, candlesticks, candles, Havdalah candles and 
holders, hand washers, benchers, tzitzit, silk pictures & more.

Other goods in stock for Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur & Yomin Tovim
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www.bodysopticians.co.uk   THE LOOK – 37-43 Broadway West, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2BX   Tel: 01702 710031

IT’S HOW YOU LOOK

‘THE LOOK’, Body’s Leigh-on-Sea store, offers the widest range 

of designer brand frames in the area. Our qualifi ed experienced sales and 

ophthalmic staff are dedicated to providing you with a complete service. 

It’s about you, it’s how you look.

THE
LOOK
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Announcements
Births – We wish Mazeltov to:
Linda and Ian Burns on the birth of a granddaughter
Sheila Raphael and Sonia Burns on the birth of a great 
granddaughter
Jackie and Ashley Kalms on the birth of a granddaughter
Laraine and Roy Barnes on the birth of a grandson
Susan and David Baker on the birth of a granddaughter
Rita Levy on the birth of a great granddaughter
Jacky and David Jay on the birth of a granddaughter
Kitty Hyams on the birth of a great granddaughter
Lyetta and Alan Witzenfeld on the birth of a grandson
Rochelle and Barry Spector and Frances Witzenfeld on the 
birth of a great grandson
Esther Riseman on the birth of a great great grandson
Stacey and Michael Brown on the birth of a daughter and 
Adrianne Sussman on the birth of a granddaughter
Ilana and Brian Franks on the birth of a granddaughter
Rosemarie and Cyril Berman on the birth of a grandson

Barmitzvah – We wish Mazeltov to:
Helene and Melvyn Rosehill on the Barmitzvah of their grandson, 
Jakey Epstein
Lorraine and Jerry Gold on the Barmitzvah of their son, Aaron, 
grandparents, Sherry and Roy Jacobs and Lily Gold
Brenda and Michael Franks on the Barmitzvah of their grandson, 
Pesach Dovid, and great grandmother, Eve Freedman

Batmitzvah – We wish Mazeltov to:
Russell and Lisa Franks and Diane Franks on the Batmitzvah 
of a daughter and granddaughter, Sophie Franks (USA)

Engagements – We wish Mazeltov to:
Sophia and Norman Zetter on the engagement of their
granddaughter, Alana, to Jonny Rosenblatt (London)
Sharon and David Gold on the engagement of their daughter, 
Amanda, to Daniel Lyons, and grandmothers, Rita Levy and Betty 
Gold
Janice and Howard Linden on the engagement of their son, Simon, 
to Lucy May, and grandparents Clare and Frank Linden and Renee 
Jaffa
Rabbi Mendel and Rivki Lew on the engagement of their daughter, 
Mushki

Marriages – We wish Mazeltov to:
Margaret and Gerry Althasen on the marriage of their son, Paul, 
to Lisa Ronson, daughter of Dame Gail and Gerald Ronson, and 
grandmother, Gertie Denenberg.
Viv Jacobs and Earl Jacobs on the marriage of their son, Jody, to 
Laura Rosenthal, daughter of Gillian and Simon Rosenthal and 
grandparents Lila and Alan Jacobs, Joyce Lesser and Leslie Lesser.

Birthdays – Many Happy Returns to:
Jean Kaufman 95
Edith Levy  90
Jack Goldstein 85
Doris Finesilver 85
Sonia Burns 85
Lilian Stender 85
Neville Peters 80
Josie Frank  80
Elaine Leigh 80

Anniversaries – We wish Mazeltov to:
Rita and Jeffrey Phillips Diamond 60
Lila and Alan Jacobs      Diamond      60
Sheila and Geoffrey Waterman Sapphire  45
Rosemarie and Cyril Berman Ruby 40
Susan and Rodney Stone Ruby 40
Lorraine and Stuart Lazarus Coral 35
Rosalyn and Derek Silverstone Coral  35

Condolences – Our deepest sympathy to:
Beverly Miller and Barbara Hodis on the loss of a husband and 
brother, Alan Miller
Alan and Jeffery Markovitch and Monty Schwartz on the loss of a 
mother and sister, Betty Markovitch
Esther, Shimon, Benjamin and Tamar Shaw on the loss of a 
husband and father, Jack Shaw
The family of the late David Miller
The family of the late Harvey Freedman
Bernie Zecharia on the loss of her mother, Carol Cussen
Karen Plaskow on the loss of her father, Ron Krasney
The family of the late Rita Fagelson
Sheree Woolfson and Anthony Kaiser on the loss of their mother, 
Tessa Kaiser
Sylvia Rankoff, Lily Schachter and Peter Spencer on the loss of a 
sister and mother, Rachel Spencer
Stanley Serkin, Melanie Pearl, Andrea Harris, Gavin Serkin and 
Lilian Jason on the loss of a wife, mother and sister, Tricia Serkin
Irene Baum and Brian Harris on the loss of their mother, Annie 
Harris

Stone Settings
(At Stock Road unless stated elsewhere)
March
13th 2.00pm Moss Saunders
 2.45pm Kim Mathieson
 3.15pm Muriel Stern

27th 2.00pm Anne Walters
 2.45pm Cyril Plaskow
April
10th 2.00pm Hilda Sherwood
 2.45pm Queenie Rhodes

Social and Personal
BERMAN: Cyril and Rosemarie Berman are delighted to 
announce the birth of a grandson, Rio James, born on 1st 
November 2010.
RAPHAEL: We wish Sheila Raphael a very happy 81st 
Birthday from all her family.
ZECHARIA: Berni, Sass, Anna, Adam and Jonathan 
Zecharia, together with Rebecca and Yair Zivan, would like 
to thank Rabbi Bar, the Community and our dear friends 
for all their condolences, kindness and overwhelming 
support on the sad loss of a dear mother, mother-in-law 
and grandmother.  Please G-d we may share many Simchas 
together.

Stock Rd Cemetery Etiquette
On visiting Stock Road Cemetery, would all ladies 
and gentlemen kindly dress appropriately, with 
married ladies having their heads covered.  Also, 
when parking at the Cemetery, please do not park 
on the grass areas, as this is Consecrated Ground.



THE 
SHOP 

OPENS!
Just a few weeks ago, the 

promised Kosher Deli and Butchers 
finally opened within the confines 

of Southend & Westcliff Synagogue 
grounds – the Talmud Torah building to be 

exact.  

On the day of the opening, there were great 
celebrations and many of the members and 

non-members came with shopping bags and trolleys 
to view and buy.   

Rabbi Bar put up a new Mezuzah on the doorpost and Her 
Worship, the Mayor, Cllr. Anne Holland, who had been invited 
to open the shop, cut the blue ribbon.  Alan Gershlick,
President, thanked her for coming and said how delighted
he was to see so many people present.  

There is a great selection of fresh meats and poultry as 
well as ready cooked meat trays.  There is also a great 
selection of breads, rolls, cakes and pastries, dried 
goods, jars of pickled cucumbers, olives, gefilte 
fish – in fact, you name it, and it is on the shelves.  

However, if what you want or require is NOT 
there, speak to the management and 
they will do their level best to bring it 
into the shop, as soon as possible. 

A message to the whole 
community… a lot of trouble
has been taken to bring 
this shop into our 
midst… IT IS NOW 
UP TO ALL OF 
US TO SUPPORT 

IT.
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L-R Alan Gershlick, President; David Baker, 
Manager of The Shop; Rabbi Binyamin BarSusan Baker, Lyetta Witzenfeld

L to R: David Baker, Alan
Witzenfeld, Ivor Silverman

L to R: 
David Baker,
Alan Witzenfeld

L to R:
 Rabbi Bar,

 Alan Witzenfeld
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Editorial
The last magazine was full of 
everything including greetings, letters, 
great stories, recipes (we need more 
please, keep them coming!), lovely 
photos, especially the “Who’s Who”.  
You will find a new photo in this 
edition.  See if you can remember 
who the young people are.  Holiday 

reports are always acceptable, providing they are of interest 
to people – good Kosher restaurants, famous Synagogues 
etc.  Sonny Kosky’s Philately (Postage Stamps) articles are 
super and Barry Linton’s Astronomy (Star Gazing) is 
interesting and unusual.

‘The Shop’ in the Talmud Torah took off to a fine start.  I must 
say there were people there I haven’t seen for years, if at 
all.  But if we can carry on with the number of people at the 
opening, I’d say we are on to a good thing.  But of course, 
success will depend on the support of the Community.  As this 
is a Community Voice, the latter being the important issue, 
if you have any interesting suggestions for the Shop or any 
good ideas for the Community, you have a right to have your 
say, so write to the ‘Letters’ page of the C.V.

While we are on the subject of “Community”, Michael Franks, 
who is responsible for the advertising in the CV, and works so 
hard obtaining adverts for our Magazine, has said, “We, as 
a Community, owe it to our advertisers to endeavour to give 
them the same level of support they are giving us”.

The Chanukiah will once again be at the grounds of the 
Cliffs Pavilion and the dates and times are printed within the 
Magazine.  Looking at the Shul diary, every Committee 
looks as though they are all going to have a really Happy 
Chanukah, with parties, dances and functions.  

Can I remind you that all Committees should make sure 
their forthcoming functions are entered into the Shul Diary to 
prevent double bookings or even same functions being held 
one week before or after another.

May you all have a Happy Chanukah and remember, all copy 
for the Pesach edition of the Magazine must be in by 15th 
January 2011.

The Editor and the Editorial Board hope you have a good 
2011.

Rochelle O’Brart
Editor

Photo from Marie Bauer
This is a photo of Renee (nee Lewis) and the late Gus Crow.  
Renee now lives in North London but is still a member of 
S&WHC.  I recognise Manny Lewis in the back row – who do 
you recognise?

Information Wanted
I am considering writing a history of the Jews in Southend and 
have ‘roped’ Lewis Herlitz in to work with me! 

We need information, photographs, press cuttings, and 
recollections – in fact anything that could help us to build 
up a picture of the Jews of Southend. This will build on 
the work that Lewis Herlitz did a few years ago covering 
memories of Alexandra Road and the life of the orthodox 
community into the 50s, and extend outwards into the 
wider Jewish community. 

If you have any information which you think might be useful 
or you know of someone in your family, even if they no longer 
live in the area please call myself on 01702 589105 or email 
sonnykosky@blueyonder.co.uk or Lewis on 01702 715676 
or email lewisherlitz@hotmail.com  

Sonny Kosky

The Whole World Needs 
A Leader Like This:  

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd - Australia

Muslims who want to live 
under Islamic Sharia law 
were told very recently 
to get out of Australia,
as the government 
targeted radicals in a
bid to head off potential 
terror attacks. 

Separately, Rudd ange-
red some Australian 
Muslims on Wednesday 

by saying he supported spy agencies monitoring the 
nation’s mosques.  

Quote: ‘IMMIGRANTS, NOT AUSTRALIANS, MUST ADAPT. 
Take It Or Leave It. I am tired of this nation worrying about 
whether we are offending some individual or their culture. 
Since the terrorist attacks on Bali , we have experienced a 
surge in patriotism by the majority of Australians.  This 
culture has been developed over two centuries of struggles, 
trials and victories by millions of men and women who have 
sought freedom.  We speak mainly ENGLISH, not Spanish, 
Lebanese, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Russian, or any 
other language. Therefore, if you wish to become part of our 
society. Learn the language! Most Australians believe in 
God. This is not some Christian, right wing, political push, 
but a fact, because Christian men and women, on Christian 
principles, founded this nation, and this is clearly 
documented. It is certainly appropriate to display it on the 
walls of our schools. If G-d offends you, then I suggest 
you consider another part of the world as your new home, 
because G-d is part of our culture. We will accept your 
beliefs, and will not question why. All we ask is that you accept 
ours, and live in harmony and peaceful enjoyment with us. 
This is OUR COUNTRY, OUR LAND, and OUR LIFESTYLE, 
and we will allow you every opportunity to enjoy all this. 
But once you are done complaining, whining, and griping 
about Our Flag, Our Pledge, Our beliefs, or Our Way of 
Life, I highly encourage you, take advantage of one other 
great Australian freedom, ‘THE RIGHT TO LEAVE’.  If you 
aren’t happy here then LEAVE. We didn’t force you to come 
here. You asked to be here. So accept the country YOU 
accepted.’

Sent in by Gary Freeman

l
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Playtex Moonwalk
Marlene and Lisa Binder, Bernie Zecharia, Leah Freeman,
Liz Rayner and Jackie Jacks want to say a big ‘thank 
you’ to all the friends and family who supported us both 
mentally and financially.  Between us we raised in the 
region of £2,500.  

We would also like to say a big ‘thank you’ to our 
husbands (and Dad) Paul, Sass, Gary, David and Tony for 
driving all of us up to the event and then hanging around 
for hours waiting for us to finish, so that they could drive 
us home again. 

We all had great fun  - the atmosphere was electric and it 
certainly helped to keep us going over the 13.1 miles of 
the ‘Half Moon’.  There was a wide age range of both men 
and women who took part in this worthwhile cause.

Jackie Jacks

Simchat Torah Chatanim  

L to R
Harri Berg, Sonny Kosky, Maurice Symons, Gavin Rosehill

Shul Library – Books For You
Another reminder that we would like to hear from 
members or their friends who may want to dispose of any 
books of Jewish Interest. 
We would very much like to hear from you by telephone 
01702 589105 or email sonnykosky@blueyonder.co.uk. 
I can arrange collection. Any books donated, can if you so 
wish, be inscribed on the inside with any suitable wording.
To enhance the library and to make available books and 
other equipment, which we deem the library should have, 
we may need funds. To this end we would like to remind 
members who would like to donate funds, that they can do 
so either in their names or in the names of departed ones.  
We will ensure that there is suitable recognition made in the 
library to this effect.
Please check our website for more details and future news 
about the library.

Sonny Kosky

Security
I’m sure that by now, many of you will have heard of 
the events on Sunday evening, 24th October.  During 
an Emunah function, two handbags belonging to ladies 
working in the kitchen, were stolen by someone taking 
advantage of the back kitchen door being left open.  
The perpetrators, a young man and a woman, were 
caught on the CCTV cameras, trying all the car doors 
in both car parks before entering the back door of the 
kitchen then casually walking away with their loot.  They 
had previously tried their luck that afternoon but were 
challenged by a caretaker.  Copies of the CCTV footage 
are now with the police and the investigation is ongoing.  
Apart from the loss and distress caused to the two 
victims, the event opens up a much greater issue.  The 
thieves were twice able to enter our premises and 
wander around. They were only interested in 
opportunistic theft.  But what if they had been terrorists? 
I am certain that if anyone had been standing on duty 
at the door that evening, the thieves would have been 
deterred and it would not have happened.   We should 
not be panicked and overreact to this incident; petty theft 
occurs constantly throughout the town but we do need 
to be more security minded.  Obviously, doors should be 
kept locked shut but that is only part of the problem.  I 
would welcome the opportunity to speak about security 
to all organisations and clubs using our premises.
Our local CST Team members do what they can but 
there simply are not enough of us to cover every event.  
We need more recruits.  Do join us and urge family and 
friends to join too.  Please contact me through the Shul 
office. David Ramet

Head of Southend CST & SWHC Security Officer
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KASHRUT
We cannot be held responsible for the 
Kashrut of any function or ad unless 

it states ‘Under supervision of 
Southend & Westcliff Kashrut Commission’
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Looking Back – 
A short story by Lewis Herlitz

Dear JC Editors
By the time you receive this note, and I so hope that you do, 
another balmy autumn will have commenced. I write this 
overlooking the sea from our relatively safe haven, 
finding it hard to believe that our group has survived here for 
over forty years. Word reached us that since the fall of the 
right-wing Muslim/BNP Alliance in London – they really 
believed they would get in for a tenth term – the Jewish 
Chronicle had emerged from its underground and 
clandestine position, and is re-establishing itself as another 
democratic newspaper [supported by the re-emerging Sun!]. 
So we thought that I should contact you. Is it ok to say Shabbat 
Shalom assuming you still publish on Fridays! Every day here 
is a kind of Shabbat Shalom now.
News is both sparse and sporadic. It will have taken maybe 
two months for this note to reach you. Purist Sharia law is 
beginning to crumble in Europe and we have heard there has 
been real unpleasantness erupting as a result. We don’t know 
when it will be genuinely safe to visit countries like Holland 
and France, or what will really be found there when we do. 
Where exactly did the Jews of Europe go? Never mind those in 
Great Britain. We have welcomed a few distressed stragglers 
from time to time and we heard about mass deportations to 
America and even China – it will be years before meaningful 
and reliable information can be assembled. 
The surviving Internet ‘lite’ has occasionally provided us 
with glimpses of the overwhelming repression that pervaded 
Europe and the Middle East, but the Internet was down more 
than it was up, and then only up for brief periods.
Are you even aware of what happened in Israel? I have to 
take a deep breath every time I think about it. It was the 
Saudi Arabian Royal Family that managed to persuade the 
other countries that the complete destruction of Israel was 
really not in anyone’s interests. Why? Because there was too 
much knowledge and expertise to lose. So it was agreed to 
quarantine Israel and use a ‘Theresienstadt’ type of model – 
demonstrating to the UN [what a joke] that Israel was being 
treated fairly - whilst keeping the population in a permanent 
state of semi-starvation, and keeping the scientists, engineers, 
medical staff and so on, in walled ghettos, where at least they 
were fed somewhat better, but from which they could not leave.
And as for the Palestinians – we heard that those who survived, 
what will probably become known as the Great Palestinian 
Betrayal, were deported to the Sudan. The Saudi Arabians had 
finally had enough of them and the poor Sudanese needed 
the money. That’s what we heard – shocking if its really true. 
We have also heard rumours that Chinese and American 
troops entered Israel, several months ago now, but nothing 
more.
We’ve all had too much time here to think about the 
suddenness with which events turned forty years ago. It had 
become clear that the Jewish community in England had 
begun to seriously lose its ability to achieve balanced 
reporting in the press about the relationship between Israel
and the Palestinians. It had also become clear that the 
community had begun to lose its own coherence in 
debating those issues internally. To the point, it felt, where 
being right about Israel’s relationship with the Palestinians 
had begun to overwhelm the need to stand together for 
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Birthday Greetings
It is customary for members of this Community, who reach 
a milestone birthday, ie. 80 years and upwards, which is 
placed within the timescale of each magazine, to be wished 
a Mazeltov.

Should you not wish your birthday to be announced in the 
CV for whatever reason, please contact the Shul office.  If 
you are having a special birthday, and the Shul office may 
not know, please contact them on 01702 344900.  You 
may be assured that everything is correct at the time of 
going to print.

our own collective good. In fact the idea of a
collective good completely disappeared.
By the time the first Sharia based Parliament became 
elected in the UK, there was no collective Jewish voice at all. 
Synagogues and Jewish Schools were closed in double quick 
time. Deportations followed. People survived but families were 
dispersed - cruelly and potentially forever. The realignment 
of the BNP with the ‘Will of Allah’ party seemed more like 
a conjuring trick – it was deft and sharp, and took everyone 
else by surprise. But no one had expected either America or 
China to step in to receive the Jewish deportees either– that 
will be interesting to follow up at some point. America was still 
confused about its fundamentalist Christian politics [Hilary
Clinton becoming born again in her later years had 
something to do with that, I’m sure]. China – we just don’t 
know…but thank G-d that they did step in.
How did we end up here your readers might ask? Well, it was a 
mix of luck and foresight. A few of us had realised things were 
going to go belly up and managed to just get out in time. No 
one at customs stopped us. The Ferry was not turned round. 
The motorways were not being heavily policed. If we had left it 
just for another few weeks, I would not be writing to you now.
I have enclosed a list of names of our ‘community members’ 
in the belief that a connection to families and loved
ones will be made.
I hope you receive and publish this. 
In Peace, from an old survivor.

Leib ha Cohen
August 2057
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Hall Hire For Charity 
Organizations And 

Committee Functions
The SWHC Booking Form has been amended.  Full details of 
the event, together with requirements, will need to be detailed 
so that the Shul Office can calculate the charge for the day.
Shomer – Whatever refreshment is served within a function, 
the Shomer must be in attendance.  The Shomer must be 
notified of the food to be served prior to the function and 
should be present to check in all food items and oversee all 
preparation at all times.  There is an hourly charge of £5 per 
hour*
Milk – This can be obtained in advance from the Shop, as it 
must be Kosher Milk.  If tea, coffee, sugar is not provided by 
the Organisations, themselves, a charge will be made for use 
of SWHC property.  
Hire of Table Coverings – If you require paper coverings, 
there is a small charge but should you want linen cloths then 
these are to be obtained from Cottage Catering by yourselves.  
Hire of Sound System – There will be a hire charge deposit 
of £50
Use of Heating or Air Conditioning – According to the time 
of the year and the use of either system, the charge will be £5 
an hour
Cleaning – The Hall and Kitchen will be in immaculate 
order at the commencement of hire.  There will be a cleaning
charge sent to the organisation or Committee once the 
function has concluded
Security – A Caretaker must be on site for the preparation and 
the duration of the function.  This will be charged at £15 an 
hour  -  (Please see CST article)
* Should the Shomer employed for a function wish to donate 
their services, the organisation or Committee will be billed as 
normal and the Shomer paid by SWHC.  The Shomer may 
then donate this fee back to the organisation or Committee, 
if they so desire.

---------------------------------------------------------
The Executive and Council want to promote and encourage
Committees and Organisations to use the Shul Hall for 
functions.  However, they have to put down ground rules and 
request that respect is shown at all times to S&WHC premises.  
It should be understood that the above charges are the direct 
costs to S&WHC.  No profit is sought at any time.

Review of the New
SWHC Website

The Southend & Westcliff Hebrew Congregation website 
www.swhc.org.uk / www.swhc.co.uk is now ready.   
I have had the opportunity to look at it in its almost finished 
state and can say that it is looking quite impressive. The bold 
graphics and movement of the home page make it distinctive 
and easy to navigate around the various pages.
Of course a major revamp such as this will always throw 
up some areas for improvement and it will be the job of the 
co-ordinator and the webmaster to listen to the comments and 
tackle any areas in need of change.

It seems to me that allowance has already been made for 
additional information to be added when necessary and the 
good design will make it easy for these to be slotted in as 
and when required. This is important so that changes are 
made quickly and information is current. The different pages 
are easy to find and, given a little tweaking here and there, 
essential information will be even easier to access.
I commend the website to our community and it should add 
immeasurably to our profile in the wider Jewish community 
and a source for anyone wanting to know about us here in 
Southend. We have the opportunity now to use this tool to 
project our image and it will, I’m sure, be a source of pride for 
many years to come.

Sonny Kosky

Pop In
The Pop In continues to be a success for the Synagogue. All 
our members receive a monthly invitation, some pick up the 
invitation to the next Pop In whilst attending the previous one, 
those missing will receive a personal letter inviting them along 
to the next event. Everything is sponsored by our very generous 
benefactors and both staff and volunteers on the afternoon 
give their time for nothing - the sheer joy of making someone’s 
day a little brighter with a cup of tea, a chat, a hug or maybe 
some support is all the reward required. 

I must thank all the people who kindly donate both time and 
money to this cause. The Care Team are known to all our 
guests now. Sandra Symons and Geraldine Jay are our chief 
caterers with help from Rochelle Samuel, and several ladies 
in the various organisations are always willing to help out. 
Stephen Redstone helps Norman Zetter with making the tea, 
whilst Anne Barber takes the register. Michael Gershlick serves 
the cakes with a smile. We are delighted to have Jewish Care 
representation in Graham Freeman and Derek Fisher when 
they are in town. We have several guests who help us to clear 
away. Not forgetting our caretakers who willingly set up and 
clear away the tables. Behind the scenes there is additional 
Care work being quietly done with valuable input from Loretta 
and Len Shulton leading hospital visiting.  Further projects to 
enhance the Community are being developed.
Please ‘pop’ along between 2 and 4 pm on any Pop In 
afternoon, and let anyone of us know if you need any help 
and between us we will do whatever we can. We have the 
knowledge, the contacts and the dedication but each and 
every one of us really care.  Our President, Alan Gershlick, 
always enjoys these afternoons and leaves his office and day 
job to share in the happiness generated on these friendly and 
informal get togethers.

Jan Steel - Care Liaison



“A Great Miracle Occurred There” - 
Chanukah Stamps

The festival of Chanukah is mentioned very early in Jewish historical sources as a festival of joy and happiness (1st book of the 
Maccabees). The traditional sources became unclear as other historical events became associated with it. These were the miracle 
of the oil-lamp, when one day’s supply of oil lasted eight days in the temple and the victory of the Maccabees over the Greek 
invaders of Israel in 164 B.C.E.

In the 1990’s the Israel Postal Authority issued a series of stamps celebrating the festival of Chanukah. Yig’al Gabai designed all 
the stamps.

The first stamps in the series were issued in 1993. The 90ag. 
depicts a clay oil lamp from the Talmudic period with an impressed 
menorah design. The 1.30 denomination shows a 20th century carved 
stone Chanukiah in the Israel Museum collection. The 2sh. value 
shows a page from the Rothschild Miscellany – an Italian illuminated 
manuscript from the 15th century.

This stamp in the series was issued in   
1994. It shows a Chanukiah made in 
Mazagan, Morocco from available 
materials: printed tin from sardine cans, 
pieces of cloth and slivers of glass. It is 
now in the Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

In 1995, this stamp was issued and 
shows a miniature Chanukiah made in 
Silver in the Lodz Ghetto in 1944 by the 
artist Zusia Ejbuszyc.
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These two stamps from 
1997 show a coin from the 
Bar-Kokbha war against 
the Romans and a copper 
savivon (dreidel) fashioned 
at the Bezalel Academy of 
Art in Jerusalem.

The Chanukiah shown on the 1999 stamp 
was made by sculptor Boris Schatz at the 
Bezalel Academy of Art

Sonny Kosky
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From the Mighty 
Pen of Chutzpahdick

Interview with Daniel Cainer, 
singer/songwriter

Daniel Cainer arrives for the CV interview, dismounts from 
his electric bike and looks for a power point to recharge 
the power unit – but his own power unit is still going strong 
– and we are soon ensconced in animated conversation 
like a couple of old mates sitting in Shul who’ve known one 
another all their lives.

Daniel has just returned from a great Edinburgh Fringe – 
“the best yet”, he proudly proclaims.  After the latest bout 
of negative publicity about Israel – Gaza and the flotilla 
escapade – he had been a bit worried about how such a 
very Jewish show would go down amongst a largely non- 
Jewish audience.  Fortunately, his fears proved groundless.  
“How Jewish of me to expect problems” he quipped.  He 
was proud of the standing “oyvation” he received in the 
Edinburgh Shul, where some of the Fringe Jewish acts are 
invited on the third Sunday each year to showcase their 
talent.  When the local Rabbi asked him if he had any 
new material, he replied, “Rabbi – have you got any new 
material?”

When you listen to his songs, there is a mixture of joy, 
some “oy”, much pathos and laughter.  Daniel sees this as 
very much bound up with the whole Jewish “experience” 
over the centuries and views himself as a conduit (“I don’t 
know about the con but definitely the Jew and the Wit”) 
for presenting these stories in song form.  He believes our 
collective experiences make us just like everyone else – but 
more so.

Just like the power unit charging away contentedly on the 
floor nearby, Daniel, too, has plugged himself into not just 
the whole Jewish spiritual ether over the last few years on 
a voyage of discovery and reconnection, but has also used 
his compositions as a personal cathartic experience to deal 
with some difficult issues in his own life.  Once such early 
classic (Surbiton Washerama) records his father’s dalliance 
with a woman at the local launderette, which progressed 
to a flat above the nearby florists, every Sunday morning, 
after he and his brother had been dropped off at Cheder.  
This eventually led to the breakup of his parents’ marriage.  
“At the Surbiton Washerama…there’s a bit of ‘how’s your 
father’…and a working up to a lather”.

Daniel will be coming to perform his material here at the 
Shul Hall on Sunday evening, 6th March 2011 and, time 
permitting, would like to try and compose a special brand 
new song about the Community, which will hopefully 
receive its first public outing on the night.  We will just have 
to hope that he looks beyond the cliffs collapsing towards 
the sea and the forlorn pier for some inspiring material.  

It’s almost time to go, and yet the time has flown by.  The 
power unit has now recharged and he is soon off, from 
east to west across London on yet another journey… and 
to another place on his continuing cycle.

Prayers in Shul
If you wish the name of a relative or friend to be included in the prayer 
for the unwell, which is recited on Shabbat morning, please contact the 
Shul office who will advise the Wardens. If you notice a person who has 
not been attending Shul for a while, please inform the Rabbi or the 
Shul office so they can make the appropriate contact.

Daniel Cainer’s 
“Jewish Chronicles”
One Man, One Piano, Much 

Laughter, Some Tears
Daniel brings his hit show ‘Jewish
Chronicles’ to Southend and 
Westcliff for a special, informal
performance.  

Sunday evening, 6th March 2011, Shul Hall –
 Not To Be Missed!

‘With his stories within stories, Cainer reminds me of 
Buñuel … if Buñuel had been Jewish, born in Leeds and been an 
admirer of Jake Thackeray, this is what he might have sounded 
like’ Alan Bennett

‘Does on stage, what I do on page’ Howard Jacobson
“If he’s good enough for Howard Jacobson…he’s good enough 
for me” …Chutpahdick

‘Daniel Cainer’s songs are, essentially, brilliant. He 
shines light in lots of dark corners:  true stories about his 
family, feuding tailors, Israel & Palestine, a coke-dealing rabbi.  
He writes, and sings beautifully, (which goes for his musicianship 
too) with conviction, impeccable comedic timing and sensitivity.  
The man has range.  And depth.  He comes across as warm, kind 
and very, very clever.  He has heart.  And he reminds us, many 
times over, that we do too’  Australia Stage

‘Very funny, very moving’ – Daily Mail

‘Sophisticated, witty and touching’ – Manchester Evening News

‘The new Comic-Bard of Anglo-Jewry… fine musicianship… 
Daniel is winning hearts wherever he goes’  The Jewish Chronicle
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Leigh-on-Sea 1663 London Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2SH 01702 474702
Chelmsford 96-98 Springfield Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6JZ 01245 265595

Open: Monday-Friday 10.00am - 6.00pm; Saturday 9.30am - 6.00pm; Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm

Visit our website at www.county-interiors.co.uk

£1000 
TRADE-IN

FOR YOUR OLD SOFA
We deliver your new furniture, take away your old and give you money for it!

up
to EXTRA

TRADE-IN
ALLOWANCE

NOW
AVAILABLE

FREE PARKING

 Highlife
A really comfortable, high quality sofa. The Highlife is 
available in leather or fabric with a choice of manual or 
electric recliner.

£1000 trade-inup
to £1000 trade-inup

to

   Buckingham  

This elegant, traditional sofa is available in 3 sizes of settee 
with a massive choice of fabrics and is English made.
Wing chairs and standard chairs available.

   Winchester
Made to the highest standards 
of craftsmanship, the Winchester 
features a striking, top quality 
fabric cover.
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Brenda and Michael Franks, together with their children and 
grandchildren are delighted to sponsor this page in celebration

 of their grandson, Pesach Dovid’s, Barmitzvah.

Wishing the whole Community a happy and bright Chanukah.

Happy ChanukahHappy Chanukah 5771



17

�������	
�
�����������������������������������
������������� �!���"��#�#��
�$����%������	��������#����!������
&������������'!�����(�������������
�����!�#!��������!����)�*��"�����
)!���������%�!"���++"�	������,

����
���	
����	�������������������
�����

��	����
������	��
����������	��������

	���	�����	�������������	��	��	����

��	 �	�!

��������	�
���

�������������������������������

����������������
���������������

 ���

����� ������!!
����"��#���

$�$!��� %���� 
$$�������������

���

%�$����������
%�������&�����

''�

(�������)

������

�	
���	������������������

�������	��
�	��������	��

���������	������	��������

�������	��� 

������
�	
�	����	��������������	�	�����	�
	����
��������
�	���	��
��	���	������ 	���!	�� ��������	����
"������	��#��$%�	&�	��'(�%
��)�
	���!�	���
�*�
�%��	)��!�	��!
	����	���!*�	�
&	�+

Enrico, Mrs Bedini with Richard and 

Edward wish Rabbi and Mrs Bar, 

friends and the entire Community 

a very happy Chanukah.
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SHAW:
Riva, Andrew, Jennifer and Karen Shaw 

wish a happy Chanukah to all our family 

and friends, Rabbi and Annette Bar and 

all the Community.

�&&'#��
(�����	������!!����
	!!������
�
��
���#������
��	��	""��#�	��$	�%

��� �

	
�����
����������������

�
���!���������
�������

�"��������
��
������
���
��

� !���
"��
��������	#�	�$����	��	���������	������
��	������������
��	�$���#��%��
�����%��	��#��������������

 ��!" #�

$�%���������
��	����	����������	���
��

�������	������&����������
���&���������

��������''�������
�������
�$	'����

������
���������
���	���������(����

����������
��

"�#$%&'��($"#�

)�����	���	�	���*��������*������

"	����'�� �
��������	�������	����

�������	��	��%
��		�������	���

+���������%,�� ��-��	���* ��
�	��

	

������*�� ����	��	������	 �	�!



Recipe Corner
Apple and Raisin Cake

Ingredients:
• 1lb cooking apples, cooked and 
 pureed to make ½ pint liquid
• 12oz plain flour
• A pinch of salt
• 1½ level teaspoons bicarbonate  
 of soda
• 6oz margarine
• 6oz caster sugar
• 1 level teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 2oz chopped walnuts
• 6oz cleaned seedless raisins
• ¼ pint milk (or substitute ie water or soya)
• 1oz Demerara sugar

• Tin 7” x 9½”
Method:
Lightly grease the tin and line with greaseproof paper and grease 
this also. Sieve the flour, salt, bicarbonate of soda and cinnamon 
into a bowl. Add the margarine cut into small pieces and, using 
fingertips only, rub it into the flour until evenly distributed. Stir in the 
sugar, walnuts and raisins, then bind the ingredients together with the 
apple puree and milk to make a stiff consistency. Turn the mixture into 
the prepared tin and level the surface. Sprinkle over the Demerara 
sugar. Bake on the centre shelf of a moderate oven, gas 4 350/180 
for 1¼ hours or until the mixture feels springy to the touch and is 
starting to shrink away from the sides of the tin. Cool the cake on 
a wire tray, then store it in an airtight tin for at least a day before 
serving it sliced. Note:  this cake will store in an airtight tin for at least 
two weeks and becomes even more delicious with keeping. 
Enjoy Deborah Lemel
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Lisa Ronson to Paul Althasen
Daughter of Dame Gail and Gerald Ronson and son of 
Margaret and Gerald Althasen, grandson of Gertie 
Denenberg, were married at Western Marble Arch 
Synagogue by the Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks assisted 
by Rabbi Lionel Rosenfeld and Rabbi Sudak.
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AZULAY: Gillian and Arnold wish Rabbi Bar, Annette and 
Yitzchak, family and friends a happy Chanukah.

DE METZ: Gillian and Jack de Metz wish Rabbi and Annette 
Bar, council, family and friends a very happy and healthy 
Chanukah.

DEUTSCH: Otto wishes Rabbi Bar, Annette and family 
and his many friends in the Community a Happy Chanukah.

FREEDMAN: Monica, Jeffrey and family, with Ruth Nortman,
wish Rabbi and Annette Bar, family and friends a Happy 
Chanukah.

HARRIS: Hazel and Henry wish family and friends a happy 
and healthy Chanukah.

KALMS: Jackie and Ashley wish Rabbi and Mrs Bar, the 
Honorary Officers and members, a happy and healthy 
Chanukah.

KOSKY: Betty and Sonny Kosky wish the entire 
Community a very happy, healthy and peaceful 
Chanukah.

RABINOVITCH: Henrietta and Mick wish children and 
grandchildren, Rabbi and Annette Bar, Mrs Sober, President 
and Shul Council a happy Chanukah.

RISEMAN: Linda, David and Trudy extend best 
wishes to children, grandchildren, mechutanum, 
relatives, friends and the entire Community for a happy and 
healthy Chanukah.

ROTH: Rita and Andrew send warmest good wishes for a 
happy Chanukah to Mum, friends, residents of Raymond 
House and members of St Leonards Lodge.

SUSSMAN: Adrianne, together with her children and 
grandchildren, wish relatives, friends, Rabbi, Annette and 
Yitchak Bar and all the Community a happy and healthy 
Chanukah.

Ladies’ Guild
As usual, over the Yom Tovim, 
the Ladies of the Guild were busy 
with Kedushim.  
Before all the Yom Tovim, the
Ladies were to be seen sitting
around a table, busily polishing
the Shul’s silverware and didn’t

it look shining and sparkling.  
Just prior to Succot, the Ladies could be seen up and down 
ladders preparing the Succah.  The fruit looked beautiful and the 
décor of the actual Succah was absolutely excellent.
The weather, which previously 
had been lovely, was windy and 
wet but it seemed like a test 
for the Succah itself.  The food 
survived, the wine had a few 
unnamed “bits” in the glasses but 
everything was OK.

In just a few weeks time, the 
Guild is about to have their 
Literary Lunch (report in 
the next issue!).  It will be a 
super three course hot meal with 
two very good authors speaking.
There is also the Chanukah
Party, which we sponsor every

year, and make for the recipients of the Meals on 
Wheels Service and, of course, the senior citizens of our 
Community.  This is always very well supported with nice food 
and good entertainment.
We would like to thank Debbie Mendoza for taking the 
photos.
If you are not already a member of the Ladies’ Guild and would 
like to join, please contact our membership Chairman, Louise 
Gershlick, for further information.                          

RO
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‘Back to Life’ supporting JAMI 
(Jewish Association of the Mentally Ill)

The ‘Back to Life’ Committee held a successful Quiz.  
Over 90 people attended this event at the Southend and
District Reform Synagogue.  Approximately £350 was raised
for this most worthwhile charity.

Brenda Lee
Publicity Officer

Monday Friendship Club
The Monday Club meet every Monday in the Talmud Torah, 
Finchley Road.  Please don’t sit at home on your own, come 
and join us between 12 and 4pm each week.

Ladies and gentlemen sit and have a “mootle” or play 
Kalookie, Rummikub and other card games.  

Sometimes we have a special l’chayim to celebrate a birthday 
or birth of a grandchild and we also have outings and maybe 
a week away at another seaside.

We welcome back our friends who have been “poorly” or on 
holiday and it was lovely to see Minn Rose back on her feet 
again.

JNet
JNet has had several successful events in the last few months 
- including a very enjoyable (and extremely competitive) Quiz 
Night in Westcliff and a Hummus and Falafel evening in the 
Shul Succah where Israeli dancing was taught after everyone 
had enjoyed a plate of great food!

JNet, the group for unattached Jewish singles in the South 
East, is now attracting lots of new interest from people 
living in the London area. The founders Stephen, Ruth, 
Janet and Sara now believe that with both the website 
www.turnupgetinvolved.com and publicity such as the 
interview on the Faith programme on BBC Essex, JNet is 
continuing to grow and provide an opportunity for Jewish 
singles to meet.

The website is always being updated with fantastic photos 
(with thanks to Adam Ramet) uploaded after each event and 
a place for your input and discussion. The JNet team would 
love your suggestions for events and how you would like to 
see the group continue to grow. It also needs your support – 
so make contact, make suggestions and make sure that you 
turn up and get involved!!!

The JNet Team 

Around The Committees .......

If you are having a Simcha, ie Bar/Batmitzvah, Auf Ruf, 
Chupa, - or Stone setting consecration that is not at SWHC, 
please inform the Shul Office so that we can announce it in 
the weekly leaflet and this magazine.

AID SOCIETY
ANNUAL COMMITTEE QUIZ NIGHT

for
THE UBBY & RAY DAVIES TROPHY

on
Sunday 27th February 2011

at
The Jewish Community Centre

Cobham Road
Donation £12.50     Doors open 7.00pm

Sandwich Supper
(Any supervision of this event is 

undertaken by Jewish Care)

Cultural Committee 
are pleased to announce, our first

Family History Workshop
in association with

The Jewish Genealogy Society 
of Great Britain.

Sunday 16th January 2010
Talmud Torah  from 2.30 p.m.
Donation £5 incl. refreshments.

Bring along all the details you have and we 
will show you how to continue your research 

both online and in person. 
You are welcome to bring your own 

laptop but this is not essential.
Places are strictly limited. 

Tickets available from the Shul Office
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Westcliff & District W.I.Z.O.
Chairman:  Jackie; 01702 437801/0208 4280865
Information: Miriam: 341897; Angela: 471991

NEW MEMBERS are always welcome.  Subs are now due, so 
please contact Sue -  710988 - for more information.

BE A PART of this world-wide organisation which helps those 
in need in Israel - from babies to Senior Citizens.

THANKS to our hard-working Jewish Women’s Week 
collectors and generous donors, despite the economic 
climate, this year has been our best result ever - £6,072 was 
raised for much-needed projects.

Wednesday, 26th January 2011    NOT-THE-A.G.M.
We welcome Neil Raven, who will take us through 100 years 
of Ravens - one of the few family-owned stores in Southend.  
Soup and sandwich lunch included! (Not under S&WHC 
Kashrut Supervision) VENUE:  Thorpe Bay Bridge Club, 
Southchurch Blvd., Thorpe Bay.  TIME:  11:30a.m.  
DONATION: £12 members; £16 non-members.  Tickets 
from Jackie.

WIZO Antiques Roadshow
A delightful evening was enjoyed by the guests of Westcliff 
and District WIZO when they held their annual Antiques 
Roadshow at Porters, the Mayoral Parlour of Southend-on-
Sea.

After a wine reception, Trevor Cornforth valued the treasures
brought in by the audience and shared his expertise with 
his much-loved humour and erudition. He also gave a 
fascinating insight into his travels in Tibet, showing artefacts 
that he has collected along the way. In traditional WIZO style, 
the audience was treated to a delicious array of home-made 
cakes and biscuits to round off the evening. The Mayor, Cllr 
Ann Holland, who was in attendance, guided visitors around 
the beautiful historic house.

Over £350 was raised, together with a commemorative 
brochure, which produced an extra £1,324 to support 
WIZO’s Sponsor-a-Child Fund.

Trevor Cornforth appraises the treasures displayed, together 
with Cllr Ann Holland, Mayor of Southend, and Jackie Kalms, 
Chairman of Westcliff and District WIZO.

Jane Barnett

Jazz/Latin American 
Musical Evening

A superb evening of Jazz/Latin American Music was organised by 
Georgina Baum recently.  Over 100 people were entertained by 
Georgina on the piano, Tony Compton on the accordian, Jane 
on the piano and flute, Ronnie on double bass and Lorraine on 
violin.  Shoshana and Laura Burns sang and Jason Rosehill played 
the trumpet.  

The programme was very varied and all tastes were catered for.  
Refreshments were served with drinks in the interval.  Over £1,200 
was raised, which included a raffle on the night.  Everyone agreed it 
was a really entertaining and social event.

Marilyn Salt

Yom Kippur Ladies’ Meeting
Every year I wonder if I will have enough people to make the 
meeting interesting but this year we had the usual 100 people in the 
Talmud Torah and I was delighted ladies offered their time to speak.  
Some contacted me at the last minute (I didn’t mind) and I think the 
meeting was one of the most interesting and informative we’ve ever 
had.  I’m glad that a number of younger girls joined.

Chantal Levene spoke about Saving a Child’s Heart, very moving 
work, which is taking place in Israel and Samantha Rosehill spoke 
about training to be a teacher.  We learnt a lot and were perturbed 
about anti Semitism, which she encounters in her studies.  

Helen Frankel (nee Goldman) told us about living in South Africa.

Riva Shaw had spoken about Jewish Genealogy before, but she 
continued with more information and Montine Walters told us about 
her work at the UN in New York. This was unusual and interesting.  
Sarah Vandermolen told us about JNet which has just started in our 
area.

Barbara Newman and Marilyn Salt have a lot in common.  
They are both correspondents for Jewish Newspapers, so gave 
information about this.  They are also both members of the Shul 
Council and spoke about the work they do on the Council.  Many of 
us remembered when women were not on the council at all!

I started arranging these meetings about 15 years ago so ladies 
had something interesting to listen to during the afternoon break.  
Whenever I say I don’t know how long this will carry on people are 
upset and say that this is such a special part of Yom Kippur and 
shouldn’t be stopped, as many of them especially make sure they’re 
at Shul in the afternoon. We had such a wonderful afternoon this 
Yom Kippur, please make sure we have enough people for next year.

Sybil Greenstein
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lot of time in the Ghetto areas where the community were 
extremely friendly. Garry was invited to lay Tefillin almost daily! 
We went on the Synagogue tours, were invited to a Shabbat 
meal in a local restaurant, made friends with a shopkeeper 
where we spent lots of Euros and enjoyed chicken soup with 
the biggest matzo ball ever!!! The family in the room next to us 
in the hotel were from Israel and had come for a week’s break 
prior to their eldest son joining the army. The lady originated 
from Leeds, the same as Garry’s Aunt, and knew the family. 
How amazing that was! We also went on boat rides, one to 
Lido, where the Jewish cemetery is and, whilst it is currently still 
in use, there were ancient stones which had been saved and 
re-sited. It was a very evocative experience, which reminded 
us both of our recent bereavements, but was also calming. 
We walked through many alleyways across many canals and 
savoured the sights and sounds arriving in different squares 
for a drink and a chance to chill out and watch life around us.
The whole holiday showed clearly the contrast between the 
three places we stayed, the friendliness of the Italians, their 
excellent English and the lack of any Anti Semitic problems,
particularly in Venice, where security round the Jewish 
quarter just isn’t needed. We would recommend a similar trip to 
anyone. It is also a great way to lose weight as it is too hot to 
eat and the continual drinking fills you up anyway!

Then back to reality. Garry had his first Yahrzeit for his 
late Dad on our return and popping into the office when 
collecting our cholers I noticed the large pile of work waiting 
my return. Then to Shul on Shabbat and straight into work 
mode with several queries from members many who stated 
‘thank goodness you are back, I need…….’ and a chat with 
the President. Nice to be missed but all too soon the pressures 
of daily life begin again, but must be time to plan for the next 
vacation!

Janice Steel

Holiday 2010
At last, a break from daily routine. With Mum safely in 
respite care at Raymond House – and what a warm welcome 
she received, plus follow up care from Derek Fisher, Jewish 
Care’s Social worker, it was time to pack and leave with a 
clear mind.
Having landed in Milan, off to Hertz to collect the car. Had 
to be a Fiesta considering Garry is a ‘Ford’ man. With the 
‘sat nav’ in Italian mode, we set off to Lake Garda. The 
journey was fairly uneventful, only went round one 
roundabout the wrong way and luckily there was only one 
other vehicle about!!!
Arrived at the hotel Gardenia al Lago in Gargnano. The 
hotelier came out to greet us and show us to our room. This 
was amazing, spacious with a bath for me and a shower for 
him, plus a balcony and our own private sun terrace which 
would seat around 20 people, if we had guests, and it was 
right overlooking the lakes.  Fantastic. After unpacking it was 
time to explore.
Breakfast was in the garden each morning. There were 
swimming pool style steps from the garden to the lake, which 
people used as a swimming pool. Dave the duck joined us for 
breakfast each morning.
During our time in Lake Garda we visited, Limone sul Garda, 
a beautiful village, Sirmione where we explored the Roman 
ruins, and several other small villages each unique. Our trip 
to Limone meant travelling through several tunnels, some 
without lights. Every time Garry drove in, he was blinded. 
Maybe this explains why when he approached one with 
flashing amber lights that then went solid, he continued 
despite the driver behind hooting him. Hooting usually meant 
go faster! This time it meant watch out large truck about. 
We soon met it coming the other way but this truck was not 
stopping for anyone so having closed our eyes I am 
delighted to report we came through unscathed as did the 
car, affectionately known as ‘Ed’ due to its registration 
plate. The next day, following the ‘sat nav’, found us in a 
government building with no access, no way of turning round 
and a one way street behind us. With the help of a local lady, 
a gentleman on his balcony and to the mirth of a couple of 
workman, Garry showed his expert prowess in driving! We 
also set out for Maderno by the lake but ended up going up a 
mountain with a sheer drop one side and a very narrow road, 
which took us to Malcesine. The views were terrific - the journey 
was worse than a roller coaster ride. Garda was also worth a visit 
and it was market day so interesting to see the local produce.
The Author, D H Lawrence had stayed right next to our hotel 
and had recorded his views in the book ‘Twilight in Italy’. We 
were able to go to his house and from the window of his room 
and his back door retrace the steps as if through his eyes and 
explore some interesting paths recounted in his book.
Next it was off to Verona. The driving was fast, lorries and 
coaches came up so close you could see the colour of 
the drivers’ eyes. We arrived at our next hotel to a warm 
greeting.  Verona was fine, we visited Juliet’s balcony, straight 
from Shakespeare’s scenes of Romeo and Juliet. Very touristy 
but nice to see. Love notes pinned to the walls, but sad to see 
grafitti as well. Having studied the play, I remembered several 
quotes which I bored Garry with. Best part was the night at 
the opera sitting under the stars watching Carmen. However 
the heat was intense even at that time of night and the drinks 
were astronomical in price – but essential.
Next stop Venice. Another nerve racking drive down the 
motorway. Talk about nerves of ‘Steel’. At last the car was 
deposited and it was time for a water bus to our hotel, 
Ca’dei Dogi. A fabulous place with just 6 rooms and such 
personal service. At last we were back on our feet and time 
to explore. We walked for miles. We were lucky to spend a 

Please Get In Touch

If you are unwell and/or going into 
hospital or you have family or friends 
who are unwell, please arrange to let 

the Shul office know.

The Wardens will arrange for a Prayer to be 
said in Shul for your/their speedy recovery 

and the Rabbi will visit, if required. 
Confidentiality is assured.

Your Community is a caring Community and 
is here to support you. Please keep us 
advised so we can assist you and your 

family. We are only one phone call away.
The Synagogue number is 01702 344900
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case of Sirius its radiant light is because it is nearby in 
astronomical terms. Now follow the belt the other way 
up and to the right and you will see another red star 
called Aldebaran which is the red eye of Taurus the Bull. 
There is only one major planet in view at the moment 
and that is Jupiter which you will see brightly setting low
in the west. A decent pair of binoculars can show up the 
planet’s disk and the pinpricks of light on either side are 
Jupiter’s main moons.

Good viewing.
Barry Linton

Jewish Mother’s Know
A young Jewish man excitedly tells his mother he’s fallen 
in love and that he is going to get married. He says, 
“Just for fun, Ma, I’m going to bring over 3 women and 
you try and guess which one I’m going to marry.”
The mother agrees.
The next day, he brings three beautiful women into the 
house and sits them down on the couch and they chat 
for a while.  
He then says, “Okay, Ma, guess which one I’m going 
to marry.”
She immediately replies, “The one on the right.” 
“That’s amazing, Ma. You’re right. How did you know?”
The Jewish mother replies, “I don’t like her.”

The Night Sky 
at Chanukah

Normally I write about things 
you will see in the night sky, 
and I will. But to start with 
I am going to discuss some 
things that you definitely will 
NOT see.
I suspect that most of you, 
like me, get loads of utter 

tripe though your email inboxes. I continually get emails 
about some amazing astronomical sight and people 
forward them to me and ask if it’s true. There are two 
emails I see regularly:
“See the Eye of G-D!”  There is a description written 
in Hebrew from an “Israeli University” followed by a 
photograph taken by the Hubble Telescope that looks 
like a misty red/blue eye, and a translation that it is a 
once in 3000 years occurrence.  If it’s written in Hebrew 
surely it must be Kosher? I’m afraid not.
The photograph is of an object known as a Planetary 
Nebula, which in fact is an expanding shell of gases 
thrown out by a star that exploded a long time ago. 
This one is known as M57 and is in the constellation 
of Lyra and is visible high overhead throughout the 
summer. You don’t need the Hubble Telescope to see it; 
a small amateur scope will clearly show it looking like 
a little smoke ring. The colours in the photograph are 
computer generated “false colours” that show the 
different ionised gases in the shell. No idea what the 
3000 years refers to, you can see it anytime.
Quote: “On August 27th there will be 2 full moons in 
the sky because Mars will be so near”
Yeah right! I get this one in my inbox every August. It’s 
rubbish with an element of fact.
Unlike Earth’s orbit which is almost circular, Mars’ orbit 
is very elliptical (egg-shaped) that means that at certain 
times of a Martian year it is much nearer to the sun than 
at other times. Earth orbits more quickly inside Mars’ 
orbit and every 20 months or so we catch it up and 
line up with it. It just so happened that on August 27th 
2003 the line up coincided with Mars being at its closest 
possible. I remember seeing it well and during August 
2003 Mars did appear as a very bright red star but no 
more than that. In fact in August 2010 Mars was on the 
far side of the sun to us and therefore not visible at all.
Now let’s get back to what you can see right now at 
mid-evening, and the winter night sky is very distinctive 
to look at.  Firstly get your bearings by looking towards 
the south and about half way up from the horizon you 
will see a distinctive diagonal line of three stars. These 
stars represent the Belt of Orion the Hunter. Notice 
the bright star above-left of the belt which is distinctly 
reddish, this one is Betelguese; and the even brighter 
bright blue/white star below-right of the belt called 
Rigel. The colour differences are caused by the 
temperature of the stars, Rigel being much hotter than 
Betelgeuse.
Follow the line of the Belt down to the left towards the 
horizon and the extremely vivid star you can see is 
Sirius which is the brightest star in the heavens. In the 

KASHRUT
We cannot be held responsible for the 
Kashrut of any function or ad unless 

it states ‘Under supervision of 
Southend & Westcliff Kashrut Commission’

Womens’ Forum
Sunday 9th January 2011

Shul Hall
10.15am

Ladies, this is your Community.
What would you like to see happen 

with Social, Cultural, Education 
and Sporting activities?

Now is the chance to come to an 
informal meeting to tell me what 

you think and give me your ideas.
Sara Vandermolen

Moving Forward
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Welcoming the Two 
New Sifrei Torah 

– 16th May 2010
The day had finally arrived after many months of planning and completing the 
two new Sifrei Torah.  One Sefer Torah had been donated by the Rubins family, 
brothers Mark and Tony, and the other Sefer Torah had been sponsored by many 
members of the Southend & Westcliff Hebrew Congregation’s community.  
The actual day turned out to be bright and the atmosphere right from the start 
was electric.  After all, this Community had never had such a celebration.  The 
Shul itself looked beautiful.  The Ladies’ Guild had decorated the Shul with 
delightful spring plants and the seats slowly began to fill up.
Meanwhile, up the road at Rabbi Bar’s house, the last letters were being added 
to the Sifrei Torah.  The Chief Rabbi, Lord Jonathan Sacks, had arrived to take 
part together with other Jewish dignitaries.  The children were given sweets and 
goodies and there was a really joyful atmosphere.  
Back at the Synagogue, the Southend Mayor and members of the Council had 
arrived and everyone was watching “down the road” for the commencement 
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SWHC Functions Committee
presents A Motown Dinner & Dance

Shul Hall 7.30pm on Saturday 4th December 2010
£30.00 donation to include Champagne Reception, 3 Course Dinner with Wine

Dancing to the Motown Sounds
Contact Marilyn Salt 476349, Michael Nelkin 480490 or the Shul Office 344900

All proceeds towards the Tree of Life

Letters’  
Dear Editor
I felt I had to put pen to paper to 
say what a wonderful and inspiring
evening the Midnight Choral 
Selichot Service was. From the
wonderful reception prior to the service, to listening to 
Chazan Gedalia Alexander accompanied by the Rinah 
Ensemble, and not forgetting the beautiful duet that our 
own Rabbi Bar did with Chazan Alexander.  The whole 
evening was worth staying up for.  
Anyone who did not get something from the evening is 
obviously very hard to please.

Yours sincerely
Sandra Symons

Dear Editor
Selichot Service
In a word – FABULOUS!
I know it was a very late night and I missed out on much 
needed beauty sleep but it was well worth the effort.  
Those who didn’t come, don’t know what they missed.  
I can only recommend that everyone makes a mental 
note to attend next year because, if it is half as good 
as this year, then they will be in for a real treat.  What 
is more, it is FREE, and NO RAFFLE – what a bargain!

Rita Roth

Dear Editor,
Earlier this year, very good friends of mine and my 
Dearest David z’l, Jeffrey and Audrey Barcan, phoned 
me to say that every time they went for a walk along 
Chalkwell Esplanade, they felt very sad at not seeing 
David sitting on the bench enjoying his days with many 
friends, and what did I feel about putting a plaque in 
memory of David, onto a bench seat.
Audrey told me that I had had enough stress and that 
she would be happy to organise this for me and my 
family.  Audrey did a great deal of background work 
with Southend Borough Council and worked very hard 
to see everything was in order.  So, in April this year, my 
daughter was home from Spain and we had a small 
gathering of people where I thanked everyone for their 
kind donations and I also phoned friends to thank them.
It was a very cold day with a biting wind coming off the 
sea but the sun was shining and we were able to take 
some photos.  

Once again, my family 
and I thank Jeffrey and 
Audrey for their kind help.

Sincerely
Valerie Kutner

Cyclo Aid
The Aid Society, under the guidance and 
organisation of Garry Steel, ran a Cycling Marathon a 
few months ago, which was very successful.  Over twenty 
cyclists took part commencing at Raymond House and 
ending, after 15 miles, at the Jewish Community 
Centre.  David Amess MP started off the cyclists and 
greeted them at the “end of the line” at the Jewish 
Community Centre, where the Ladies of the Aid 
Society had prepared a reception and certificates 
were given out. Over £5,000 was raised.



Memory Matter
The range of services offered by Jewish Care for 
individuals with memory issues is on the increase, 
helping people (irrespective of) whether they have a 
diagnosis of Dementia/Alzheimer’s or not.
The options available include the twice-weekly ‘Chai’ 
Activity Group and monthly Dementia Café information 
mornings and Peer Support Groups, run in partnership 
with the Alzheimer’s Society and supported by the NHS 
Memory Service.
Assistance is also available for family members who 
care for a person with memory loss, enabling them to 
discuss issues or take time out to do necessary tasks 
while knowing that their loved one is being cared for.
For more information please contact Graham Freeman 
on 334655 or at gfreeman@jcare.org

War Veterans Day
On Sunday 10th October, 25 Veterans gathered at 
Jewish Care’s Community Centre in Cobham Road for 
War Veterans Day. With dignitaries, including David 
Amess MP, Deputy Mayor Cllr David Norman, Rabbi 
Bar and Rabbi Elf in attendance, the Veterans and their 
families experienced a truly memorable afternoon.

L - R
Graham Freeman, Neil Taylor, Rabbi Elf,

Rabbi Bar, Dep. Mayor Cllr. David Norman,
David Amess MP

Organised by Jewish Care in partnership with AJEX, 
Armed Forces Veterans Badges were presented to 
each recipient who had served in the Armed Forces, 
during and after World War II. In addition, Bernard Shaw 
received a Bevin’s Boys’ Badge for his service down 
the coal mines while Martin Lennard, a Veteran of the 
Merchant Navy, was presented with the Merchant 
Seafarer’s Badge.
David Amess MP paid tribute to the role of Jewish 
forces during both World Wars and was honoured to be 
involved in this event. Commenting after the event, 
Neil Taylor, Jewish Care’s Director of Care and 
Community Services, described the event as moving and 
thought-provoking.
Jason Rosehill had the honour of sounding off the Last 
Post and Reveille.
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Young at heart off 
to a flying start

Since August, Jewish Care has been reaching out to 
the “Young at Heart” with a Tai Chi class at the Reform
Synagogue on a Thursday afternoon. While we are 
relaxing our minds and bodies downstairs, upstairs, 
in the computer suite, minds are being opened up to 
the wonders of surfing the net and emailing loved ones 
abroad, in our new beginners’ computer classes. Both 
sets of students are learning their chosen activity at their 
own pace, while having a good laugh along the way. 

We also have 
an intermediate 
Israeli dancing 
class monthly at 
the community 
centre. We are 
looking to be 
able to accom-

modate new starters and bring them up to speed. If 
you would like to join us for any of the classes, or are 
interested in any other activities, please contact Freda 
Harris for a chat about your interests on 334655 or 
email fxharris@jcare.org.  

Veterans Day - Southend 

Pictured from Left to Right
Jeffrey Barcan, Cpl Pitch, Sydney Barnett, 

Various veterans from AJEX and RBL
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David Amess was interested in my history and to find out 
why we still join the Armed Forces and how we manage to 
observe our Faith on active service. I explained although 
it is hard to be fully observant and that Kosher food is a 
problem, like all ethnic cultures in the armed forces, we have a 
Commissioned Rabbi within the Civilian Chaplain Ministry,
the Jewish Committee to HM Forces, we also have
a member on the Board of Jewish Deputies,  AJEX  and 
a charity called the Friends of the Armed Forces Jewish 
Community to assist us. Once a year we have a family
weekend of Jewishness in the Armed force Chaplains’ 
Centre (those ex-squaddies will know them as moral 
leadership courses) where those that can make it attend.

Today there are 
about 150 declared 
serving members 
of the Armed Force 
Jewish Community 
made up of Regulars, 
reservists, cadets in
the university officer
cadet units, Officers
in the Army, Air Force 
and Naval cadet 
forces. 

I found it an extremely moving but a very enjoyable afternoon 
which I will never forget and think all those involved would 
agree.

Corporal Malcolm Pitch RLC (v)

The following is a message from Captain Gregory.
Our country is one of the most diverse countries in the world, 
and it is important that organisations that serve this country 
are able to engage effectively with all parts of the community. 
Our service personnel are recruited from a diverse range of 
social, ethnic, and religious groups, which represents today’s 
modern Army. At a time when conflicts occur as much over 
ideals as over territory, ensuring good communication across 
all community groups is critical. I feel extremely proud to have 
been invited to attend this event and be given the opportunity 
to show my gratitude and respect to the Jewish veterans that 
have served this country well.

Derek Gregory
Captain

ROSO 151 (London) Transport Regiment RLC

Veterans’ Badge Award Day 
I have been a member of the Territorial Army since 1982 but 
before that I was in the RAF from 1978 to 1980 and as such 
have a Veterans Badge myself.
I first found out about the Veterans Badge Awards Day from 
the weekly leaflet that the Shul issues back in July/August 
and contacted Colonel Martin Newman the Chairman of the 
Jewish Committee to HM Armed Forces to see if  it would be 
a good way of raising the profile of the Armed Forces Jewish 
Community.
The next was an email sent to Col Newman by Freda Harris 
asking if it were possible that any serving Jewish personnel 
could attend such an auspicious occasion. He replied that as 
I lived in the town he would ask me to attend, which of course 
I would.
The next problem would be a matter of would the Army 
allow me to attend in uniform.  So I approached my Unit 
to grant permission, which they did, and together with the 
Regimental Operations Support Officer, Captain Gregory, a 
presence was made available.
On the day, with boots highly polished and uniform pressed 
and wearing medals, I arrived at the Day Centre to find 
that we had seats with the dignitaries at the side where the 
presentations were to be made. 
The ceremony was an interesting experience with some 
notable items:-  The address by David Amess MP was with 
regards to the history of Jewish involvement within the 
defence of the  UK. (my grandfather had served in the Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers during WW1 and my father Lionel had 
“got some in” the RAF as a National Serviceman, father-in-
law, Sidney Collins and some uncles were called up in WW2).
David Amess listened to the recipients telling of their amazing 
experiences whilst receiving their badges. 
The prayer for the Armed Forces was read by Rabbi Bar.
When Jason Rosehill arrived I thought that the ‘Last Post’ and 
‘Reveille’ was to going be played on the Shofer but it was on 
the bugle!
After the ceremony was over a nice cup of tea and some 
sandwiches (no bagels?) were served.  I spoke to some of 
the Veterans about their time in the Forces and told them 
of mine (how times have changed) as well as the Standard 
Bearer from AJEX HQ who asked if I was attending the AJEX 
Parade in November along with some other serving Jewish 
personnel. 

Richard Nunes - Keith Harris - Peter Baum - Clive Platman - Barry Kaiser - Alan Witzenfeld - Andrew Fomin - Karen Rosenberg
There are still a few names missing.  Any helpers?!

Cpl Pitch and Capt Derek Gregory, 
representing the Army at the 
Jewish Veterans Day event
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Sybil’s Lectures
At the Shul:
Quilters School, Basildon
St Joseph Catholic Primary School
4th Wickford Cubs
Marylands School, Basildon
Noakbridge Primary School, Basildon
Barons Court Primary School
Alleyn Court Prep School
Ramsden Heath Special Needs School, Basildon

Adults at the Shul:
Great Leighs Womens Institute
Thundersey Village Womens Institute
Westcliff and Hadleigh Police

Assembly at school:
Jotmans Hall County Primary School, Benfleet (infants and 
juniors)

Adult meetings:
Westwood Women’s Club,  Cradle to the Grave
N. Thundersley Townswomen’s Guild,  Introduction to 
Judaism
There are always at least 20 to100 people at the meetings.  
The adults are very grateful that I come to speak to them or 
they visit the Shul. 

Annual SJYC 
Tennis Tournament

The annual SJYC Tennis Tournament took place on 
18/7/10 at the Invicta Tennis Club, Westcliff. The 
tournament was organised by Nicki Collins. 
Participators and parents enjoyed a lovely social 
afternoon. The winner was Harri Berg  and the 
runner-up was Dean Solomons and the winners cup was 
presented by the Youth Rabbi Rabbi Yossi Erber.

JLGB Get in the Party Spirit as 
they Celebrate 115 Years!!

Enterprise Clubs – Each day members took part in 
their chosen Enterprise Club which included archery 
club, puppetry club, soccer skills club, street dance 
club, photography club and the much talked about 
Glee Club who performed for over 800 parents and 
friends of the JLGB at the Summer Camp Open Day.  

Israel Day - where the 30 Israelis on Camp took over 
the programme and ran Israeli themed activities as 
well as a visit from the Israel Dance institute.  The day 
was topped off with a EUROVISION style talent contest 
being held as if live from Jerusalem with over 20 acts 
performing from within the Camp.

Ten Pin Bowling - where the whole camp went off site 
for the evening to enjoy a game of bowling and arcade 
games.

JLGB has had a strong link with the Southend Jewish 
Community for many many years. Although currently 
there is no JLGB group meeting in Southend, JLGB 
would welcome members from across the community 
to join them at their events which are run throughout 
the year.  

For those aged 11+ JLGB National Winter Camp 
(28th December to 2nd January) is just one such event. 
6 days of fun based around the theme of SPACE!!! 

For more information about JLGB Winter Camp, other 
JLGB events or finding out how JLGB could once again 
be part of the Southend Jewish Community please 
contact Deborah Roos the National Development 
Manager on 020 8989 8990 or email getinvolved@
jlgb.org or visit www.jlgb.org/getinvolved

This year the JLGB celebrates its 115th anniversary 
and as part of the celebrations the JLGB got into 
the party atmosphere with this year’s Summer Camp 
theme of Celebration.

Each day the JLGB celebrated a different part of JLGB 
history along with days being dedicated to England, 
Scotland, Wales, Canada and Israel. 

Highlight Activities included:

Time Elevator - where JLGB members travelled back 
in time to met the founder of JLGB – Col Albert
E W Goldsmid as they raced through time to visit 
different decades of the last 115 years.

Giant Vollyball – JLGB was founded in 1895, the same 
year that the first game of volleyball was ever played.  
JLGB Camp celebrated volleyball’s 115th birthday with 
a slight adaption of using a 6ft giant inflatable ball.   

Torchwood – Led by members from JLGB Cardiff, 
members battled Aliens having to decode messages, 
build space portals and save the kidnapped Sophie 
Ableson, former Southport JLGB member and star of 
BBCs soap Doctors.

Hawaiian Party – The campsite was packed to the 
rafters with giant inflatables (including Rodeo Balls, a 
30ft mega slide, bouncy boxing, human table football) 
as well as being entertained by a live band called THE 
COLLECTIVE.  Members also sang karaoke classics 
hosted by former JLGB member and father of Amy 
Winehouse, MITCH WINEHOUSE.
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Kindertransport
As read by Robert Landberger during the service for 
National Holocaust Day held in the Cheltenham 
Synagogue 27.01.2009.
I was born in Mattersburg, Burgenland, in Austria in 
1926, the youngest of three brothers.  In March 1938 
came the Anschluss, when the Nazis came to Austria.  
In Mattersburg, the population embraced Nazism with 
enthusiasm and, on the first Saturday, most Jewish 
owned shops, including my uncle’s two shoe shops, 
had their windows smashed and the contents taken.  
Before four weeks has passed, Mattersburg was 
declared cleansed of Jews.
My family and I went to a Jewish family in Vienna 
taking with us only what we could carry.  The family 
kindly allowed us to use one room in their two-room 
flat.  On Kristallnacht, with a Synagogue only two doors 
away, I had an excellent view of the burning of the 
Synagogue until my mother pulled me away from 
the window.  Following the horrors of Kristallnacht, I 
was lucky to be selected in December 1938, for the 
Kindertransport.  The British Government allowed some 
10,000 children to come to Britain, but without their 
parents and families.
We landed in Harwich and, together with other 
children on board, I stayed in a holiday camp in 
Dovercourt just outside Harwich.  A kind family in 
Southend on Sea took me in and looked after me.
In 1939, when I was thirteen, I celebrated my Barmitzvah 
in the Southend and Westcliff Synagogue. In 
1940, with War well underway, I was evacuated to 
Nottinghamshire.  When I left school, I started work in 
a hosiery factory.  Then the opportunity came for me to 
stay with a Jewish family and work in their jewellery shop 
in Cheltenham.  
The family were the parents of Percy Edwards, a 
member of the Synagogue in Cheltenham, active in 

many aspects of the life of the local Jewish community
and the commercial activities on the town itself.  For 
four years I worked in the shop and, together with 
Percy’s father, I attended Shul in Cheltenham.
Many of my family, including my father, died in the 
Holocaust.  My mother and eldest brother, Bela, went to 
Palestine on the ship, Patria, in 1940.  As many people 
here will know, the ship travelled to Israel illegally and 
when it arrived in Haifa, the passengers were not given 
permission to land and were told to return to Austria 
and the Nazis.  The boat sunk and many hundreds lost 
their lives.  Known as the Martyrs of the Patria, they lie 
in their graves in neat rows in the cemetery in Haifa; 
among them lies my brother.  My other brother, Will 
Zev-ev, also came to England on the Kindertransport in 
1938.  On the outbreak of War, he was over sixteen and 
was classified as an adult.  He was interned and later 
deported to Australia on the Dunera.  He later settled in 
Israel where he died in 1993.  

Robert Landburger
The story of Robert Landburger is most interesting.  As 
he mentioned, kind people in Southend cared for him.  
That family was the Lachter family, who sheltered him 
when he arrived in the UK as one of the Holocaust 
survivors at their home in York Road, Southend.  
When World War II began in September 1939, 
the Lachter family, together with my grandparents, 
Harry and Sarah Goldhill, and other members of the 
family, decided to move to Cheltenham.  Harry opened 
a jewellery shop in Cheltenham High Street and 
Robert became a member of the family, both living 
and working with them.  
At the end of the war, when the Goldhills 
decided to return to Southend, Robert remained in 
Cheltenham, where he lives today, a stalwart member 
of the Cheltenham Congregation.

Len Belson

Here is another “Who are they?” photo from Michael Gershlick.  It is thought to be 
late 50’s when the Chief Rabbi Brodie and Mrs Brodie visited S&WHC’s cheder.

  Who are these lovely children?  Answers to the Editor please.
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