
This page has been kindly sponsored by Jill and Lawrence Collins who wish their children and grandchildren,
together with their entire family, Rabbi and Annette Bar, Clergy and their many friends a Happy New Year
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The Evolving World of Lexus
Visit Lexus Southend to view our evolving range of luxury vehicles for all your Sales, 
Business or After Sales needs.
With a full range of New and Approved Pre-Owned stock we are sure to have 
something to suit you.
Call in today to arrange a no-obligation test drive and discover the latest choice in 
Hybrid Technology designed to save you money and help the environment.

A very Happy Rosh Hashanah from all the staff at Lexus Southend
LEXUS SOUTHEND

Tel: 0844 5392915
www.lexus.co.uk/southend
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Diary of Events
September 2011
10th Aid Society Shabbat
18th Emunah Film Show – Shul Hall
20th  Pop In Centre
22nd Ladies’ Guild Hat Show – Shul Hall 7.30 p.m. 
24th Barmitzvah – Gavin Rosehill
 Midnight Selichot
28th Erev Rosh Hashanah
29th 1st Day Rosh Hashanah
30th 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah

October 2011
1st Fast of Gedaliah
7th Kol Nidrei
8th Yom Kippur
12th Erev Succot
13th 1st Day Succot
14th 2nd Day Succot
16th Succot Party in Succah
19th Erev Shmini Atzeret
20th Shmini Atzeret - Children’s Party
21st  Simchat Torah
22nd  Simchat Torah Brunch
23rd Aid Society Music Quiz Night 7:00 p.m.
29th Auf Ruf – Aron Barnes

November 2011
1st WIZO Quiz – Balmoral Hall 12:00 noon
5th Barmitzvah – Jake Plaskow
12th AJEX Shabbat
13th Remembrance Sunday
20th Mitzvah Day
 Aid Society Outing to Royal Albert Hall

December 2011
4th Functions Committee Dinner Dance – Shul Hall
11th Genealogy – Shul Hall
15th Big Birthday Breakfast
18th Chupah – Amanda Gold to Daniel Lyons (London)
20th Erev Chanukah – Ist Candle
21st 1st Day Chanukah – 2nd Candle
22nd 2nd Day Chanukah – 3rd Candle
 Ladies’ Guild Meals on Wheels Chanukah Party
26th 6th Day Chanukah – 7th Candle
27th 7th Day Chanukah – 8th Candle
28th 8th Day Chanukah

Advertising 
Contact Shul Office – 01702 344900

Advertising Rates - Social & Personal
(pre-paid to the Synagogue Office)

Up to 30 words - £20, 31 – 40 words - £25, Boxed Advert - £30 

Sponsorship 
To sponsor a Page in the CV - Contact 07771 501704 

Published by the S&WHC
Synagogue Office, Finchley Road

Westcliff on Sea, Essex SS0 8AD.  Tel: 344900
Editor:  Rochelle O’Brart    Chairman:  Alan Gershlick

Editorial Board: Pam Freedman, Riva Shaw
Advertising:  Michael Franks

Communications addressed to:
The Editor, Community Voice 

Copy Deadline for Chanukah issue: 4th November 2011
All dates and times correct at going to print

Organisations Within 
The Community

Aid Society  Norman Zetter 478375
A.J.E.X.  Sid Barnett 582268
Board of Deputies(Southend) Marie Bauer 07977 116013
Chalkwell Social Club Josie Pitch 330316
Cheder Talmud Torah Shul Office 344900
Community Security Trust David Ramet 07946 650339
  Michael Yaffe 07742 599304
Council of Christians & Jews Jack De Metz 391535
Emunah  Marilyn Belson 476534
  Rochelle Spector 436791 
Fair Reporting Jack De Metz 391535
Jewish Community Centre Graham Freeman 334655
Jewish Genealogical Society Anne Marcus 586877
J.A.C.S.  Alan Goldstein  01268 771978
J.A.M.I.  Neville Peters 525278
J.C. Reporter(Regional) Marilyn Salt 476349
J.L.G.B.  Richard Cirsch 02089 898990
Jnet  Stephen Redstone 07977 350548
J.N.F. Impact  Anthony Larholt  348221
Ladies’ Guild Geraldine Jay 341966
Magen David Adom Stephen Salt 476349
Meals on Wheels Tony Rubin 345568
Pop In Centre Janice Steel 344900
Raymond House Jacqui Shuttleworth  352956
Shalom Friendship Club Len Kaye 468384
S.J.Y.C.(The Buzz) Rebecca Barnett 589927
Southend Security Trust Jeffrey Barcan 343192
S&WHC P.R.O. Sybil Greenstein  477617
Tuesday Nighters Lewis Herlitz 715676
U.J.I.A.  Stephen Salt 476349
W.I.Z.O.  Jackie Kalms 437801

SYNAGOGUE OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9.00am – 12.30pm

Saturday – CLOSED
Sunday 9.30am – 12.30pm

Tel:  01702 344900       Fax:  01702 391131
Email:  swhc@btclick.com 

Website:  www.swhc.org.uk/www.swhc.co.uk
Cemetery Management: Allan Silver, Maurice Symons, Elliot Baker, Brian Burns, Ivor Rose

Management of Shul Services Wardens: Geoffrey Pepper, Stanley Robinson
Membership: Derek Silverstone

If the office is closed, please leave a 
message and your call will be returned
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President’s Report
Rosh Hashanah will soon be upon us.
As I mentioned in my last article we are 
looking to support a different charity in 
Israel this year with the money raised 
during the Kol Nidre Appeal. The Shul 
Council has resolved that these funds 
should go towards the purchase of 
a paramedic motor bike for Magen

David Adom. I believe this is a fantastic project and I hope 
that, whether you are in Shul or not, you will give this project 
your utmost support. You should also know that instead of 
engaging someone from outside to assist the Rabbi with the 
davening and leyning we have turned this year to Roy Barnes. 
Roy has spent a great amount of time in practicing for the 
highlight of our religious year. We all wish Roy the very best in 
his endeavours, this is not an easy task by any means.
Now, what do The Shop, our Cemetery and the Kidz
Kalender have in common? The answer is simple! They all 
involve members who work behind the scenes to help the 
Congregation.
Let me start with the Kidz Kalender. This has been run by
Natalie and Simon Belson for as long as I can recall. The
proceeds raised have always been put aside for the benefit 
of our youth. The Belsons have decided that the time has 
come to pass on the management of this annual project and 
I would like to thank both Natalie and Simon for all their 
sterling work for many years. I am, however, delighted to 
say that with ever such a small amount of arm twisting Paul
Winston has agreed to take over running the Kalender. It is 
an excellent way to remember all the dates for birthdays 
and anniversaries (I am particularly useless at recalling all 
relevant dates - I can only think this must be a “man thing”!). 
I hope therefore that you will support the new team and 
the Kalender.
Next, let me talk about The Shop. This magnificent facility 
opened last November mainly due to the hard work and
generosity of one of our families. The principle supplier to 
The Shop was Ivor Silverman but the owners of that business 
changed hands in May this year. For reasons I do not need 
to touch upon, it was decided to try another outlet and we 
now have Le Boucherie of Barkingside supplying The Shop 
with their meat products and Golan Bakery their products. It 
is, as I write, early days, but so far all seems to be running 
smoothly. The same family have again been instrumental in 
not only organising the smooth changeover but also ensuring 
the financial viability was upheld during the switch of what 
has become a vital establishment of the Congregation.
Finally, I turn to the Cemetery. Under the leadership of Brian 
Burns, there have been a number of changes at the Grounds 
and the way it is run. Southend Council have, since time
immemorial, carried out all internments and ground

D id Ad I b li

maintenance. This has recently been changed. We now have
different contractors to dig graves and another company 
to cut the grass and keep the Cemetery to a standard that
reflects our reverence for this hallowed place. Much work 
has also been done by Brian and his team namely Maurice 
Symons, Elliot Baker, Ivor Rose and Allan Silver to spruce up 
the appearance of the Prayer Hall and the immediate surround. 
The Cemetery is now looking much more pleasing reflecting their 
efforts and the donations provided by some of our members.
So let me thank not only those members I have mentioned 
above for all their voluntary labour but every single person 
who during the past year has put in some time and effort into
Communal affairs.
May I close by wishing the Rabbi, Annette, Yitzchak and 
Miriam, our family, friends and members a happy and healthy 
New Year and well over the Fast.

 Alan Gershlick
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Do you know anyone who is not a
member and would benefit

from belonging to our wonderful
Community.

If so, please contact the
Membership Committee to find
out more about this exciting and

new initiative.  

New
Members

New
Beginning

S & W. H. C. Functions Committee
ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

at
FINCHLEY ROAD SHUL HALL

on

SUNDAY 4th DECEMBER 2011

This years’ theme “SUNDAY NIGHT FEVER”! Best dressed
Travolta/Newton John look alike wins a prize!

DONATION £30 PER PERSON
(Includes 3 Course Meal)

Please see leaflet for further information.
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Announcements
Births – We wish Mazeltov to:

Susan and David Fine on the birth of a granddaughter and
Helena and Cyril Rosenberg on the birth of a great granddaughter
Susan and Michael Aarons on the birth of a granddaughter.  
A great granddaughter for Nita Conway and Pearl and Joe Aarons
Henrietta and Michael Rabinovitch on the birth of a granddaughter
Rochelle and Colin Samuel on the birth of a granddaughter
Marlene and Paul Binder on the birth of a granddaughter.  A great 
granddaughter for Sue Binder
Ann and David Wine on the birth of a grandson
Rochelle and Donald O’Brart on the birth of a granddaughter

Barmitzvah – We wish Mazeltov to:

Helen and Symon Davis on the Barmitzvah of their grandson Aaron 
Gelfand
Suzanne and Nigel Rosehill on the Barmitzvah of their son, Gavin
Karen and Daniel Plaskow on the Barmitzvah of their son Jake and to 
grandparents, Basil Plaskow and Benita and Melvyn Speck

Batmitzvah – We wish Mazeltov to:

Myra and David Gordon on the Batmitzvah of their granddaughter
Helen and Symon Davis on the Batmitzvah of their granddaughter 
Isabel Davis

Marriages – We wish Mazeltov to:

Roma and Barry Linton on the marriage of their son Daniel to Emily 
Barbasch
Laraine and Roy Barnes on the marriage of their son Aron David 
Benjamin to Karen Fay
Lord David and Lady Sharon Gold on the marriage of their 
daughter Amanda to Daniel Lyons and to grandmother Betty Gold 

Birthdays – Many Happy Returns to:

Alfred Gendelman 95
Lily Kantor  90
Sydney Isaacs 90
Victor Stender 90
Freida (Frances) Goldstone 90
Jack Gross  90
Leonard Kaye 85
Maurice Berman 85
Martin Lennard 85
Frank Linden 85
Peter Frand  85
Victor Berman 83
Sammy Dias 83
David Jacobson 83
Stanton Marcus 83
Lily Bernstock 80
Brenda Rapp 80

Anniversaries – We wish Mazeltov to:

Sheila and Morris Blaine Diamond  60
Cynthia and Benjamin Lee Emerald 55
Betty and Sonny Kosky Sapphire 45
Sandra and Michael Kutner Sapphire 45  
Paula and Ian Lewis Silver 25
Rosalind and Richard Raphael Silver 25

Condolences – Our deepest sympathy to:
Dena Whitehead on the loss of her mother, Marjorie Newham
Loretta Garcia, Raymond Garcia and Sheila Leigh, on the loss of 
their mother, Devorah Garcia
Derek Solomon and Michelle Christie on the loss of their mother, 
Nina Solomon
John Klein and Jeffrey Klein on the loss of their sister, Janice Tver.
The family of the late Alfred Levene
Suzanne Rosehill, Jonathan, Benjamin and Elizabeth on the loss of 
their mother, and David Ramet on the loss of his sister, Deborah 
Lemel

Social and Personal 
Klein: The sad loss of our sister Janice Tver is even more tragic as, 
having companioned our mother through her deteriorating days, 
she herself had fallen foul of the same cruel and debilitating illness.   
We would like to thank Rabbi Bar, her friends and well wishers.
Always in our thoughts:  Elaine, Jeffrey, Peter and Phillip Klein
Jacobs Cynthia:  I would like to say a very big “thank you” to my 
family, Michael and friends for all of the support, visits, letters and 
cards etc, I received whilst I was in hospital and since I have been 
home.  You all helped to make the time far more bearable and I am 
really very grateful.

Stone Settings
(At Stock Road unless stated elsewhere)
September
11th 2.00pm Millie Austin
 2.45pm Tricia Serkin
18th 2.45pm Jack Shaw
25th 2.45pm David Miller

October
30th 2.45pm  (Rainham) Annie Harris
  (mother of Irene Baum)

November
6th 2.00pm Sam Greene
27th 11.00am  (Waltham Abbey) Bubbles Garcia 
 2.00pm Edith Brozel

Members of S&WHC

As you most probably realise, many
of our advertisers have been suporting
the CV for several years and since the
magazine has become a top quality
periodical, more advertisers have

taken space within it.  

The Editorial Board know that 
without the advertisers revenue, 

the CV would probably cease to exist,
so we would ask you to give the 

advertisers their richly deserved support.

SOUTHEND & DISTRICT AID SOCIETY
present their

ANNUAL MUSIC QUIZ
on

SUNDAY 23rd OCTOBER 2011
at

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE
COBHAM ROAD

DONATION £15 PER PERSON          Doors Open 7.00 p.m.
(Sandwich and Pastry Supper)

NOT UNDER SWHC KASHRUT SUPERVISION
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The Power of a 
birthday
Mazal Tov Adam!
Rosh Hashanah, celebrates the creation 
of Adam, the birthday of the ancestor 
of humanity. Accordingly, this anniversary 
was designated to serve as the day of
judgement for Adam’s descendants 
throughout the generations. On this 

day, Adam’s children reflect and contemplate whether mankind, 
whether we, have justified the hopes and aspirations of our Creator.
One of the unique features about man’s creation is that he 
was created single, unlike other species, which were created 
in large numbers. This emphasizes the fact that one single 
individual, man or woman, has the capacity to bring fulfilment
to the creation, to change the world.  
Adam, following his creation, singlehandedly rallied all creatures 
to recognize who their Creator is. When the creatures saw Adam 
they mistakenly thought he was G-d but Adam said “come, let 
us worship and bow down before Hashem, our Maker” (Psalms 
95:6).
This serves as an example for all of us. Through strengthening 
our connection to Judaism, through our good deeds and 
spiritual connections, we all have the capacity to rise and elevate 
the entire creation.  
Rosh Hashanah, the birthday of the first human, teaches us 
that each and every Jew has tremendous potential. Please G-d 
this year may all of you and your families be blessed with an 
understanding of your greatness, your abilities to change 
yourselves, families, community and the world for the good. And 
may you be blessed with a year full of true success, health, peace 
and happiness. 

Mazal Tov Miriam Bracha!
We have been blessed with 
a pink miracle! Miriam was 
born the morning after Pesach 
(overdue) and according to 
Sass Zecharia she was waiting 
to have her birthday on a day 
when she could get a proper 
Chametz birthday cake! 
She was named after the 
Miriam in the Torah. The 
daughter of the greatest Rabbi 
of the generation (already a 
good link!), Amram, and her 
great mother, Yocheved. Her 

big brother was Aharon and baby brother, Moshe. 
The Jewish people were suffering the “Holocaust” of Egypt, 
Pharaoh was killing all baby boys. Amram at this point separated 
from his wife, thinking it is better not to bring any children into the 
world if they are going to be killed. As he was the spiritual leader, 
the whole nation did the same. Miriam, a little girl, approached 
her parents and told them they had got it wrong! That they were 
in fact worse than Pharaoh, because not only were they killing the 
Jewish boys, but the girls too, by preventing their birth. Thanks 
to Miriam her parents reunited, as did the entire people, which 
led to the continuation of our nation and the birth of Moshe. This 
event was a glimpse at Miriam’s greatness and faith that our 
nation would continue and be directed by Hashem.
And we chose the second name Bracha, just because she truly is 
a blessing in our lives. Please G-d our Miriam should grow up 
to be like our heroic ancestor and may she be a Bracha to our 
family, the community and the entire Jewish people.

Mazal Tov Yitzchak!
We were also blessed to have recently celebrated Yitzchak’s ‘Up-
sherin’, his first haircut and 3rd birthday. Yitzchak could not wait 

for his party! He wanted to 
have short hair and wear Tzizit 
like his ‘Tatty’ and eat cake 
(that he made using his big 
toy box as a mixing bowl!). 
He loved every moment of it, 
having so many friendly faces 
watching him, his French 
grandfather having the first 
cut, putting coins in the 

Tzedakah box with each person that snipped and when Elliot 
Baker was so skilfully and professionally finishing off the job, 
Yitzchak had the best fun using Elliot’s water spray!  
With a tree we wait 3 years before we are allowed to eat from 
its fruits. There are Kabbalistic analogies between a child and 
tree and the Torah says we are like trees of the field. We need 
nurture and loving care. The way the tree begins is how it will 
grow. Please G-d the way Yitzchak has started his life with love 
and enjoyment of every Mitzvah, may his life continue in this way, 
sharing his laughter and joy with all around him. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the 
outpouring of love and happiness that this community has 
showered on us with Miriam’s birth and Yitzchak’s Upsherin. With 
all the good wishes, Mazal Tovs, phone calls, cards and gifts, we 
are blessed to be surrounded by so many kind, special people. 
Thank you. May we all share only in Simchas.

Rabbi Binyamin Bar

KASHRUT
We cannot be held responsible for the 
Kashrut of any function or ad unless 

it states ‘Under supervision of 
Southend & Westcliff Kashrut Commission’
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Maly Trostinec
Following the conclusion of the first 
phase of deportations from the “Reich” 
and the “Protektorat” to Minsk in 
November 1941, a further 16 trains, 
with more than 15,000 people from
Vienna, Koenigsberg, Theresienstadt and
Cologne, arrived in Minsk between May 
and October 1942.  In accordance with an 
order issued by Reinhard Heidrich, 

Head of the “Sicherheitspolizei” and the SD, the deportees 
were murdered immediately upon arrival.  As a site for the
executions, a small “Kiefer” forest, a few kilometres from the 
Maly Trostinec Estate, a former “Kolchose” was chosen.
The executions followed a rigid procedure where, counting 
the members of the “Schutzpolizei” and the “Waffen-SS”, 
between 80-100 men were employed.  After the arrival 
of the trains at the freight-station in Minsk, which usually 
occurred between 4.00am – 7.00am, a group of KdS officials 
made sure the deportees left the train bringing their luggage 
along.  The new arrivals were then chased to an assembly 
point where another group of KdS officials stripped them of 
all their money and valuables.  Finally, the very few people 
(20-50 per transport) that were deemed fit enough, were 
selected and sent to work on the Maly Trostinec estate.  The 
remaining deportees were loaded onto trucks and driven to 
pits about 18Km away.  This procedure remained unchanged 
for the first 8 transports.  As of August 1942, the trains went, 
via a side track, to the immediate vicinity of the estate where 
unloading and selection took place.
The deportees on the first transports were shot at the pits.  
Starting in June 1942, 3 “Gaswagen” were also used.  
Of the 9,000 Austrian Jews who were deported to Maly 
Trostinec, there are 17 known survivors!

It was way back in 1945, just shortly after the end of the 
war, that my late Aunt received news from the United 
Kingdom Search Bureau that my dear parents and sis-
ter were deported to a destination in Eastern Europe.  This 
news was then passed on to me and all my hopes of ever 
seeing them again were shattered.  I had to realise from that 
moment onwards, I was an orphan.  I made up my mind 
I would find out exactly where and when my loved ones 
perished.
In 1958, I received news.  This time from the Vienna Jewish 
Cultural Council, that they, my parents and sister, were taken 
on the 20th May 1942 to Minsk in Belarus.  Forty years later, 
on a visit to the Archive Museum, in Vienna, I learned that 
the actual location was a former Russian Detention Centre, at 
Maly Trostinec.  I made up my mind there and then, I would 
visit this gruesome place to say Kaddish.  I had no idea how 
to go about organising such a visit.  How would I get there?  
I was no longer in the best of health.  I could not face such a 
long journey on my own.  I wrote a letter to the “AJR Journal” 

asking if any other of their readers would want to join me.  I 
had a number of replies.  Though not so well known as other 
places of extermination, a substantial number of Jews from 
Germany, and particularly from Vienna, were taken there to 
be shot!
It was by sheer chance, at a Social Function, that I met the 
Austrian Ambassador.  In casual conversation I mentioned 
what had happened to my parents and sister.  Two week later, 
I had a letter from the Embassy suggesting I get in touch with 
a lady in Vienna who was organising a trip to Minsk and Maly 
Trostinec.  She was delighted for two other persons and for me 
to join the trip.  So it was that on 8th June 2011 I began this 
important journey.  First of all a flight to Vienna.  Next 
morning, ten of us met at the airport for a mid morning flight 
to Minsk.  Perhaps I should add that getting a visa to enter 
Belarus was not easy nor cheap.  However, now I was about 
to fulfil what I had resolved to do, so many years ago.  
At Minsk Airport, we were met by the organiser, Mrs Barton, 
and some dignitaries.  After a sightseeing tour of Minsk, 
we went to the hotel which was German owned.  The next 
day we set off to the forest where these horrible and terrible 
deeds took place.  There was no mass grave for me to recite 
Kaddish.  The Germans, at that dreadful time, dug up the 
bodies and burned them in a nearby crematorium.  Each 
section of transport had been numbered and the same 
numbers were marked on trees in the Forest of Death.  In this 
way, I was able to locate almost the exact location where my 
loved ones had perished.  
I was able to tie a 
plaque around the 
tree and recite Kad-
dish.  We were then 
taken to what was 
the remainder of 
the former Jewish 
Ghetto of Minsk.  
I was able to meet 
the last Ghetto sur-
vivors.  The Jewish 
Cemetery and Museum were also on the list to be visited.  It 
was all very hectic and I still feel both mentally and physically 
exhausted, but it certainly was well worth while.

I can now imagine the last moments of my loved ones.  May 
they rest in peace. Shalom.

Otto Deutsch

Otto Deutsch

Deportation Certificate

Stock Rd Cemetery Etiquette
On visiting Stock Road Cemetery, would all ladies 
and gentlemen kindly dress appropriately, with 
married ladies having their heads covered.  Also, 
when parking at the Cemetery, please do not park 
on the grass areas, as this is Consecrated Ground.
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Editorial
For those of you who read the 
Magazine from cover to cover, it is 
always nice to make sure there are 
articles of interest for you to peruse.
In this edition, I am pleased to say, that 
grand gentleman, Otto Deutsch, has 
written a heart rending account of his 
recent visit to Minsk, and the outcome.  

We should all be very proud of Otto and the wonderful work 
he does making sure the horrific events of the Holocaust 
during World War II are never forgotten.
There is also a most interesting article from Lawrence Collin 
who met a lady who used to live in Israel in the 1920’s.  
Lawrence has reported the meeting and I am sure you will 
enjoy this article.
Those of you who went to the Luncheon at Shavuot for the 
Ladies’ Guild and the Woman of the Year Celebration – this 
year Marilyn Salt was chosen that Lady, there was also a guest 
speaker, Lisa Althasen (nee Ronson).  Your Editor, who was 
there, spoke to Lisa’s husband Paul’s grandmother, Gertie 
Denenberg, a most glamorous nonagenarian!  I asked her to 
write me a report and, after a little persuading – you can read 
about it in this Magazine! Thank you Gertie!
You will see from the Rosh Hashanah supplement, the 
Chatanim have been chosen, both young and ‘older’.  We 
have a Young Lady of the Year, Gina Winston, and a most 
deserving Woman of the Year, Sandra Symons.  Mazel Tov 
to you all!
The Editor and Editorial Board wish the whole Community a 
peaceful and healthy New Year.  
Please may we have all your reports, photos and stories in by 
4th November 2011 for the Chanukah issue.

Rochelle O’Brart
Editor

Best of Times, 
Worst of Times

On Sunday 8th May 2011 our iconic building, Courtway 
House, at Hamlet Court Road Westcliff on Sea was 
devastated by fire. The home of my Firm Jefferies for the 
previous 23 years, was gone. It was a heartbreaking moment. 
Early the following morning, I stood with the firemen, who 
had fought the blaze all night, and shed a tear. This was the 
worst of times. 
I had arranged with my partners the previous evening, 
when the fire was raging, that we would meet first thing the 
following morning in the Talmud Torah. By the time I arrived 
Janice Steel had coffee and tea on the go. There was no 
wringing of hands, no histrionics, just a sense of resolve by 
my partners to keep the firm going at all costs. Jefferies was 
formed over 100 years (in 1898) and we were determined 
this would not be the end. All our papers were probably lost. 
The task in front of us was daunting. The first item on the 
agenda was to find new premises. Each partner was given a 
task (Lord Sugar’s candidates for the Apprentice would have 
baulked at the assignment in front of them!). Within hours 
my partner, Roy Daby, on his own initiative, had Jefferies “T” 
shirts printed for staff to patrol Hamlet Court Road and had 
also arranged for a large banner to be placed outside the still 
smouldering site.
I set off to look at offices. I visited seven potential targets that 
day. We arranged for all the staff to meet in the Shul Hall at 
2.00pm. There I gave the Senior Partner speech declaring 
that we would be in new premises by the following Monday 
(with my fingers tightly crossed behind my back!). As I stood 

there I was conscious that the Hall was decorated ready 
for Yom Ha’azmaut (Israeli day of Independence). I would 
have liked to have explained the deep significance of the 
celebration to our staff but the meaning would have been 
lost.
Lars Steffenson had agreed, through my secretary and his 
mother in law, Joan Rogers, to use a dozen screens in his 
office in the centre of Southend, provided we are out by 
6.00pm when his traders started their night shift. We had a 
home! The following morning (Tuesday), our IT contractors 
had our accounts programme up and running, and our case 
management by that afternoon. We had lost three days work 
but in the scheme of things it was quite manageable. The 
atmosphere in Lars’ office was frenetic. Everyone there 
seemed to be working with an enormous amount of energy. 
Perhaps that was the after effects of the shock following a 
near calamity. I am not sure that Lars had realised what he 
had let himself in for! Our phones were of course on divert to 
our temporary office. In the meanwhile our hunt for a more 
permanent base was hotting up. By the following Wednesday 
(we missed my target by 2 days!) we were in Dencora Court. 
We had not yet signed a lease, we had only one incoming 
phone and a minimum number of desks and computers. But 
Jefferies was trading. Gradually the office has grown around 
us and we now have a fully functioning place of business.  
And yes, we have signed a lease!
From the first day of the fire, there was an avalanche, literally, 
of offers of help and support from the Community. The 
outpouring of sympathy and encouragement was simply 
amazing. Furthermore, my partners and staff stepped 
up to the challenge and proved in so many ways what a 
tremendous bunch of people that I have the privilege to work 
with. It would be wrong to single out any individual but I have 
to mention Sarah Mitchell, our managing partner, who took 
control from the first day and steered us through the crisis. I 
do not believe Sarah slept for the first two weeks as she drove 
us forward purely on adrenalin. 

Jefferies used to reside in a landmark building and we were 
proud of who we were and the place where we worked. We 
have had to reinvent ourselves. We now have new state of the 
art offices in the heart of Southend on Sea.
Since the fire, these truly have been the Best of Times.

Alan Gershlick, Senior Partner, Jefferies Essex LLP

W h ld ll b
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Rosh Hashanah
The Day of Shofar Blasts

“And in that day a great ram’s horn shall be 
sounded……….” (Isaiah 27:13)

To commemorate Rosh Hashanah, Israel produced this set of three 
stamps in 2010. They were designed by Aharon Shevo and depict 
Shofarim used by various communities.

Shofarim are ram’s horns, this is a reminder of the ram offered by 
Abraham instead of his son Isaac (Gen. 22:13). The horn of a cow 
or steer is not used, as it might serve as a reminder of the golden 
calf. The animal from which the horn is to be taken must be kosher. 
No mouthpiece of any other material may be used, nor should it be 
decorated with any foreign matter, although carvings on the horn 
itself are allowed.

Tradition links the Shofar to the Binding of Isaac, the Akedah, which 
is read from the Torah on Rosh Hashanah. The ram that Abraham 
substituted as a sacrifice in Isaac’s place had two horns, which G-d 
preserved, as symbols of revelation and redemption. 

 The smaller horn was sounded at Sinai. On 
 the third day, as morning dawned, there was 
 thunder and lightning and a dense cloud 
 upon the mountain, and a very loud blast of 
 the Shofar. [Exodus 19:16]

 The sound of the Shofar grew louder and 
 louder. As Moses spoke, G-d answered him 
 in thunder. [Exodus 19:19] 

The great Shofar will initiate redemption. It will be heard on the 
day of Israel’s final ingathering.  And in that day, a great Shofar 
shall be sounded; and the strayed, who are in the land of Assyria, 
and the expelled, who are in the land of Egypt, shall come and 
worship the Lord on the holy mount, in Jerusalem. [Isaiah 27:13] 

Sonny Kosky

Emunah 
Inter Committee Quiz

49 people attended an Inter-Community Quiz organized by 
Rochelle Spector (acting Chairperson) for Emunah in competition 
with other groups in different areas in the South of England.  The 
quiz was held in the Youth Club premises. Great fun was had 
answering a variety of complex questions, via the internet.  All 
answers were sent to Head Office. The Southend Group came 9th 
out of the 23 teams.  £700 was raised to support the many Emunah 
Homes in Israel that care for vulnerable and abused children.

Marilyn Salt

Garden Party at Porters
The Garden Party at Porters, the official residence of the Mayor of 
Southend on Sea, was to be a ‘fun in the sun’ day.  Unfortunately, 
the weather was appalling.  It poured with rain!  Happily for the 
members of the Emunah Committee the weather certainly did not 
deter people and indeed, the function was a sell out!

The concert that took place was extremely enjoyable.  Tony 
Compton delighted everyone with his virtuoso performance on the 
piano accordion.  Laura Burns’ singing was a delight.  Shoshana 
Burns (Laura’s daughter) sang a selection of modern songs – what a 
lovely voice she has – and Jonathan Zecharia sang some songs from 
the Shows, acapella (no musical backing) which was a treat to listen 
to.  There was a surprise performance of two famous opera arias 
from Neil Shestopal, which he sang in Italian! (I must congratulate 
Neil as I have only ever heard him sing Maftir in Shul on Shabbos) 
The audience were treated to a simply lovely afternoon’s 
entertainment and, judging by the applause, they loved every minute 
of it. 

Afterwards, a sumptuous 
bridge roll, sandwich, cake 
and strawberry tea was 
provided and enjoyed by 
everyone, The Cheesecake 
was especially delicious all 
shomered by Sandra and 
Maurice Symons.

CV Reporter

My Going Out Face
I walk along quickly, a brisk, cheerful pace

And people smile back at my going-out face
They don’t know the problems, the worry within

The muddle my life is, just where to begin
But seeing them smiling makes me cheerful, too

Perhaps I’ve discovered the right things to do
And so I reach home and I start to unwind

And search once again for new peace of mind
Tomorrow, once more, I shall join in the race
I’ll put on my coat and my going-out face!..

Iris Hesselden

Day Centre Games Afternoon
This is now ‘on a break’ until October.

Looking forward to seeing you all in the Autumn.
Contact Anne Barber for more details

01702 520759 or email abarber735432@o2.co.uk

Midnight Selichos - 
Saturday 24th September 2011

The main Selichos Service is at Marble Arch Synagogue, with 
the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi Lionel Rosenfeld, Jonny Turgel and the 
Shabbaton Choir A coach will be leaving Riverstone at 9.30pm and 
if you are interested in attending this most spiritually uplifting Service, 
please contact the Shul office. Charge to be advised. There will be a 
Selichos Service on Sunday morning 25th  September in Southend. 
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Shabbat 11th June
On Shabbat 11th June, our Shul 
Service seemed to me (dare I say 
it?) brighter, more lively, with a 
buzz in the air among the much 
larger than usual attendance.  
Something of the excitement of a 
barmitzvah, one might think.  But 
no, this was the day of a “Woman 
of the Year” in our Community.

A celebratory Brunch was held in 
the Shul Hall following the service, 
in honour of Marilyn Salt, this 
year’s Woman of the Year, and 
organized by our wonderful 
Ladies’ Guild.

The beautiful and lavish adornment of flowers on the Aron Kodesh 
to celebrate Shavuot, was much appreciated by Rabbi Bar.  And the 
ladies, I can tell you, looked as fresh and elegant as those flowers!  
The atmosphere in Shul was warm and friendly, yet respectful, and a 
fine service was enjoyed by all.

Outside the Shul, we enjoyed a glass of Kiddush wine – I believe 
there was whisky too, and a “Kichal” or two.  There were many 
happy “Mazeltovs” for Marilyn and Stephen when greeting one’s 
friends.  Isn’t it difficult to kiss under a hat?!  By the way, Marilyn, I 
loved your dashing red hat, and so did you, I think.  I noticed you 
didn’t take it off once!

We carefully trooped down the stairs to the Hall, where the
tables were nicely laid with goodies which surely had to have come 
from “The Shop”.  All that deli which we love – smoked salmon, 
herring, chopped fish, salad, lovely bread – black, rye and cholla – 

yummy!  We were hungry and noshed it all!

Rabbi Bar congratulated Marilyn on her award and on her sterling 
work for Charity and her many roles within the Community.  We all 
felt that her honour was richly deserved.

Stephen Salt then gave an amusing short speech about his role as 
Marilyn’s husband – Geraldine Jay (Ladies’ Guild Chairman) had, in 
her previous speech, called him the “love of Marilyn’s life”!

Then it was Marilyn’s turn to speak, in her well-known natural, 
down-to-earth and one-to-one manner, raising many laughs as 
she recalled her long business career in the town and her years of 
suffering as a fund-raiser and ticket seller for charity.  She used to 
wonder why people she knew well crossed the road when they saw 
her – until the penny dropped!  

Stephen then introduced the guest speaker, Lisa Althasen, who is 
newly married to my dear grandson, Paul.  Marilyn had asked Lisa 
to speak about her own life as a career woman and her family’s 
life-long commitment to community and charitable work. 

Lisa’s mother, Dame Gail Ronson, who is Deputy Chairman of 
Jewish Care, was my table companion and together we “shlept 
nachus” as her beautiful daughter delivered her speech to a rapt 
audience, whom I felt really listened and “got the message” of 
the story of the four Ronson daughters brought up in a privileged 
background, who learned to stand on their own feet, to work hard 
and to give back to the Community.

I had a lovely Shabbat!  Thank you all so much.

Gertie Denenberg

STOP PRESS!!!!
Geoffrey Pepper completed his 15 mile walk. Photos and 

story in the next C.V.!
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Fidelio Singers – Concert Evening
Speaking to the Shul Functions’ Chairman just prior to the Fidelio 
Singers’ concert, she felt that tickets hadn’t gone too well and she 
really didn’t feel too confident.  Well, I have to say, how wrong she 
was.
People started to come in obviously to get seated for the 
concert, but then they had to find more chairs, and the lady at the 
desk taking money for entrance was being kept really busy.  I should 
imagine if there had been a cash register, the noise of the drawer 
going in and out would have been deafening!  
Raffle tickets were selling well and everyone was looking forward 
to a really lovely evening.
THEY WERE NOT DISAPPOINTED!
Strictly Gershwin was the name of the evening and the Choir raised 
the rafters with wonderful songs, to name but a few:- “I got rhythm”, 
“Summertime”, “S’Wonderful”, “Love is here to stay” and many, 
many more.  There were duets and solos and each lady of the Choir 
had the most beautiful voice.  The applause was deafening and so 
well deserved.
After the refreshments of tea and cakes, the Choir was ready to
entertain yet again. This time the heading was “Simply Spiritual”.  
“Hava Negeila” was sung in a completely different but most
enjoyable way and “Hinnai Ma Tovu Maniyim” and “Hashiveinu” 
had plenty of audience participation.  There were other songs that 
the audience just wanted to listen to, although the Fidelio Founder, 
Musical Director and Conductor, Margaret Cozens, encouraged
everyone to enjoy themselves and join in.  
At the end of the evening Michael Franks kindly took on the role of 
Master of Ceremonies introduced the Functions’ Chairman, Marilyn 
Salt, who gave a vote of thanks to the Fidelio Singers and everyone 
showed their appreciation.
It was a superb evening’s entertainment.

C.V. Reporter 

Growing up on Mount Carmel 
in the 1920s – 1940s

Whilst locuming in a local 
pharmacy recently, I over-
heard an elderly customer 
– a lady in her nineties – 
and detected a trace of 
an Eastern Europe accent. 
The lady (who introduced 
herself as Bernice Clarke) 
had emigrated to Palestine 
in 1925 and was very 
happy to recount her life 
story for CV readers. 

I asked her why her family 
had decided to emigrate 

to Palestine. Economically her family had been in the tobacco 
business and quite prosperous. However, the requisition of the 
tobacco businesses from the Jews by the Polish government in 1923 
was a fatal blow to her grandfather, Yechezkel Mendel Segal of 
Warsaw. She told me about her Zeide (grandfather)...“Zeide was 
an autocrat – his word was law....When the first rumbling of the 
Zionist movement started my grandfather gathered the clan and 
proposed that we all went to ‘the Promised Land’ – Palestine 
then, Israel now”. This decision was not, however, because her 
grandfather was a Zionist culturally. A renowned Hasidic Rabbi 
– Rabbi Abraham Mordecai Alten of Goor had visited Palestine 
several times during the 1920s to obtain more land for the Hasidic 
movement. To a number of his followers, Rabbi Goor suggested they 
settle in Haifa and found a religious settlement on Mount Carmel, 
in opposition to the Zionist settlement in Hadar Hacarmel, which 
lay on the slope of the mountain. (Such dynamic tension between 
the more religious Eastern European Jews and the more assimilated 
“cultural” Western European Jews has, in fact, been well 
documented throughout the modern history of Zionism). 

Bernice recalls well her arrival at the port of Haifa. In her account, 
called The Clan, she writes....”on our arrival at the port of Haifa we 
were welcomed by the settlers who came there some years before 
us. They welcomed us with smiles, cheers and showered us with 
oranges. Arabs with loaded donkeys tried to tempt us with their 
merchandise, more oranges, dates, cakes, sweetmeats, the like of 
which we had never seen before”. 

Initially, the only language their family spoke was Yiddish, but 
Bernice was quick to learn Ivrit,  or Modern Hebrew, with a tutor, and 
was speaking it fluently by the time she started at school. Ivrit had 
only recently been developed by Eliezer ben Yehuda, and Bernice 
remembers stories about him castigating immigrants in the streets 
when he heard them talking Yiddish, telling them they had to learn 
Ivrit – the new mother tongue!  

Relationships with their neighbours were congenial, and, certainly 
in the Mount Carmel area, she never encountered any hostility. 
Her family house, made from local stone, was three storeys high 
with very large verandas from which there were breath-taking 
panoramic sea and mountain views. Mount Carmel was covered 
with pine woods and very sparsely populated. Eventually, after a few 
business failures, her father had their house converted to a hotel 
(other family members, too, owned hotels, and they were the first 
hoteliers on Mount Carmel). One failed business attempt was when 
her father bought a bus and car to provide public transport, after the 
roads were completed. Bernice’s brother, Shraga (who had never 
learned to drive) became the bus driver – but managed, on only the 
second trip, to drive the bus into the woods. The bus remained in the 
woods, where the children had great fun and games on it. The same 
fate then befell the car – thus ending, somewhat ignominiously, the 
first public transport service on Mount Carmel! 

Cont’d on page 30

Bernice holding map of Mount Carmel her family 
from Poland in Carmel family hotels.
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Chief Rabbi’s Rosh Hashanah Message
“Penitence, prayer and charity avert the evil decree.” 

We say those words at one of the climaxes of our worship on Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. For centuries our ancestors said those 
words, knowing what each of them means.  Penitence defines our 
relationship with ourselves. Prayer is part of our relationship with 
G-d. Charity is about our relationship with other people. We still 
know what it is to be penitent. We fall short, make mistakes, and 
seek forgiveness. And we know what it is to be charitable. We remain 
a generous community, giving out of all proportion to our numbers.

But for many, prayer has become difficult. They find it hard to 
connect to the synagogue service or to the prayers themselves. Too 
few people nowadays find prayer meaningful, especially on the High 
Holy Days when the prayers are long and complicated.  That is why, 
together with a wonderful team, I’ve undertaken a new project that 
I hope will make a difference. We’ve created a new Rosh Hashana 
machzor. Of course, in Judaism, the word “new” is relative. The 
Hebrew stays the same. But everything else is different: the 
translation, the introduction, the commentary, and the actual 
physical appearance of the machzor.

We think this is a first in Anglo-Jewish history. The siddur – familiarly
known as “the Singer’s” – has always been produced by Chief 
Rabbis, but not the machzor, “the Routledge”. We felt the time had 
come for this to change. Prayer has to speak to us if it is to speak to 
G-d. We have to be able to understand it if we are to put into it our 
heart and soul.

In the translation, we’ve tried to bring out the poetry and power 
of the prayers. In the introduction, we explain the meaning and 
history of Rosh Hashanah. In the commentary, we’ve provided not 
just explanation but also reflection on what these holy days mean for 
our lives. Eventually we hope to bring out machzorim for the other 
festivals as well.

Prayer matters. It’s our conversation with G-d. Imagine having a 
relationship with your spouse, your child or your parent, in which 
you never speak to them. It can’t be done. A relationship without 
words is almost a contradiction in terms. So it is with G-d.  When 
we converse with G-d – when we pray – we enter into a relationship
with the Force that moves the universe, the Voice that spoke to 
our ancestors, the Power that shaped our history as a people, the 
Presence that still listens to our hopes and fears, giving us the 
courage to aspire and the strength to carry on.

Prayer makes a difference. It’s our way of giving thanks for the good 
in our lives and of enlisting G-d’s help as we wrestle with the bad. 
It’s our regular reminder of the world beyond the self, of the ideals 
and aspirations of our people. When we pray we speak with the 
words of our ancestors, joining the great choral symphony of the 
Jewish people throughout the ages and the continents. True prayer, 
said from the heart, has the undiminished power to make us feel that 
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear 
no evil for You are with me.”

May we, this year, pray from the heart. May our prayers be 
answered, and may it be for you, your families, and the Jewish 
people, a good and sweet New Year.

Bebirkat ketivah vechatimah tovah, 

Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks 
Rosh Hashana 5772

Board of Deputies
 of British Jews

Rosh Hashanah Message 
Rosh Hashanah is the time of year when according to tradition the
whole world is arraigned before G-d in judgement. It is an 
appropriate time therefore for introspection and for reviewing the 
past year. Even by recent standards for the Board of Deputies the 
past year has been an eventful and challenging one. There has been 
unprecedented activity both in terms of the activities carried out by the 
Board and in terms of the issues faced by it.
On the positive side we celebrated the 250th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Board in 1760. The celebrations comprised some 
interesting and some very moving events with record attendances and 
interest shown in the work of the Board. It culminated in the Summer 
Banquet at the Guildhall where our guest was HRH The Prince of Wales. 
The fact that Prince Charles attended the dinner accompanied by the 
Duchess of Cornwall and the fact that his moving address to us was 
so personal  illustrates the regard which he has for  the Board and by 
extension for the community.
Yet though we live in an extremely benign and tolerant society where our 
religion is protected by law, we face continual challenges in the practice 
of it. A most obvious example is Shechita which is under constant threat. 
This year threats came not merely from this country but also from the 
European Parliament. The Board played a vital role in countering that 
threat both by as a constituent member of Shechita UK and also as a 
link between them and the European Jewish Congress. In the end the 
community’s efforts were successful but we should not be under any 
illusions. The danger to Shechita has not gone away. It will return both 
because of the misplaced concerns of the animal welfare lobby but also 
in the form of requests for greater consumer information which could 
make the economics of Shechita prohibitive.
In numerous other areas the Board has been at the forefront of efforts 
to protect the community’s position, advising communal groups where 
appropriate and lobbying where necessary. In all these activities the 
Board shows two of its most important characteristics. First we are 
resolutely cross-communal, representing all strands of the community. 
Even those groups in the community which withhold formal support from 
the Board and are not represented on it come to us for help and political 
support when they need it. We never reject them.
Secondly the Board achieves its success by cooperating with dedicated 
groups in the community working on the principle that there is no limit 
to what one can achieve as long as you do not care who takes the 
credit. To list but some of the examples; in countering the institutional 
antisemitism of the UCU we have worked alongside the JLC, in 
campaigning against hate speech on campus we have worked 
alongside UJS and CST, in countering antisemitism generally we have 
worked with the CST, in educational matters with the synagogal bodies 
and with the UJIA, on behalf of Israel with BICOM the UJIA and the 
Zionist Federation, on Brit Milah with the Initiation Society. One could go 
on - the list is almost endless.
In all these matters the Board’s democratic mandate and cross-
communal character gives it a unique authority. For example when the 
Advertising Standards Authority ruled that a poster prepared by the 
Israeli Government Tourist Office showing the Western Wall was 
misleading they defiantly told the community they would not listen to any 
complaints. At the same time they themselves phoned the Board asking 
for a meeting on the basis that a complaint from ourselves could not be 
ignored. Government and NGOs know when they deal with us that we 
speak for the community as a whole and that our voice is persuasive 
and rational.
The year that has passed has seen many challenges to the community 
and we must expect that the new year will do likewise. You can rest 
assured that the Board meet those challenges with all its force and with 

the backing of the community. At this sacred time of the 
year let us hope and pray that in the new year we have 
the same success that we have enjoyed in the one that 
has passed.

Vivian Wineman
President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews
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Fine:
Susan and David, together with their 

children and grandchildren, wish 

family and friends a healthy, happy 

New Year and well over the Fast.
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Gershlick:
Louise and Alan wish Rabbi, Annette, Yitzchak 

and Miriam Bar, Synagogue Executive and 

Council together with Jonathan and Oriol, 

Paul and Ilana and our grandchildren, family 

and friends, a very healthy and happy New 

Year and well over the Fast.
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Linden:
Clare and Frank, together with their children 

and grandchildren, wish their friends and the 

Community a year of health, happiness and 

peace
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Yaffe: 
Roberta and Michael wish their children, 

grandchildren, family, friends and Rabbi 

and Annette Bar and family, a very happy, 

healthy and peaceful New Year and well 

over the Fast
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Letters’ Page
Dear Editor,

On behalf of Zahal Disabled Veterans 
Organization (Z.D.V.O) and its Fund, 
I would like to thank Southend and Westcliff Hebrew 
Congregation for your generous donation of £1,300. 
Your donation was directed towards the purchase of a 
rehabilitative walker for the physiotherapy wing in Beit 
Halochem Tel Aviv.  This special treadmill will enable
our disabled members practice and improve their 
orthopaedic and neurological deficiencies.  
Please find enclosed our recent English edition of 
Halochem magazine with updated information about 
our work and personal stories of some of our members.  
Looking forward to hearing from you and wishing you 
good health and all the very best.
Yours sincerely,
Ilan Egozi, Col. (Res)
Fund Executive Director

Dear Editor,
I hope my enclosed little effort (see page 14) is good 
enough for the high standard of the Community 
Voice!  I take it as a compliment to be asked to write 
something.  At my age!!  I had thought my writing 
days to be over, but I enjoyed my scribble.  Thanks for 
nagging me!  Fond wishes from your oldest 
contributor??
Gertie Denenberg

Dear Editor,
The photos on page 9 are very precious to me.  It is in 
the vicinity of this particular tree that my dear parents 
and sister perished.
The second photo shows the last remnant of the former 
Minsk Ghetto, which is now a Jewish Museum but
during the German occupation, it was the headquarters 
of the Jewish Community. 
I very much enjoyed my second Barmitzvah.  It was a 
wonderful feeling to be the Centre of Attraction.  Even at 
the ripe old age of 83, one still has egoistic tendencies!  
It was good to listen to the Rabbi saying so many nice 
things about me.  
Otto Deutsch

Dear Editor,
I regularly attend the Morning Minyan at S & WHC.  
As everyone should know, there has to be ten men in 
attendance for the Sefer Torah to be taken out of the 
Ark and for Kaddish to be recited.  On the particular 
morning I am writing about, there were only five 
men in Shul and, whoever Warden Geoffrey Pepper 
contacted, that person couldn’t make the service.  
Surely, with the amount of men we have in our 
Community – starting with the Executive and Council 
– gentlemen could volunteer for once or twice a week!  
How sad it must be for those men who make the effort 
to come to Shul to say Kaddish for a loved one and it 
cannot be done through lack of support.
Andrew Levene

22

New Year Greetings 

DeHaan: Loretta and Ian, together with their family, 
wish the entire Community a happy and healthy New 
Year.

Freedman: Monica, Jeffrey and family, with Ruth 
Nortman, wish Rabbi and Annette Bar, family and 
friends, a happy, healthy New Year.

Harris: Hazel and Henry wish family and friends a 
happy and peaceful New Year.

Kalms: Jackie and Ashley wish Rabbi and Mrs Bar, the 
Honorary Officers and members, a happy, healthy and 
fruitful New Year.

Kosky: Betty and Sonny Kosky wish the entire 
Community a very happy, healthy and peaceful 5772.  
Shana Tova

Lesley: Betty and Maurice wish their children, 
grandchildren, relatives and friends, Rabbi, Annette, 
Yitzchak and Miriam Bar, a healthy and happy New 
Year. 

Roth: Rita and Andrew send greetings to mum and 
all our friends, St Leonard’s Lodge members, residents 
of Shebson Lodge and Raymond House.  We wish 
everyone a very happy and healthy New Year and well 
over the Fast.

Shestopal: Dawn and Neil Shestopal wish the 
Community a happy and healthy New Year.

Symons: Sandra and Maurice, together with Jeremy,
Paula and James, wish Shana Tova to Rabbi and 
Annette Bar, Office Staff, family and friends. 

Turner: Irene and Ray send affectionate greetings to 
all in the Community and Raymond House for a happy 
and healthy 5772.

Monday 
Friendship Club

The members 
of the 

Monday Club wish 
everybody a happy 

New Year and 
well over the Fast.
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Medical conditions in Gaza.
Letters are published quite regularly with views about the 
economic conditions in Gaza. But the New York Times 
and the leader of WDC have both made comments 
about the medical conditions. I resolved to try and find 
out what the facts were and found and contacted the 
World Health Organisation Palestinian representative, 
Dr. Mahmoud Daher. What emerged was that his views 
as reported by Reuters, and the views expressed to 
me were slightly inconsistent. Not regarding the core 
facts of the situation i.e. drugs shortages, but about 
where responsibility for the problems lay.  My last email 
to him was this: 

If you want to know the outcomes of any of these, then 
please ask me. Perhaps I will be allowed to email out that 
information via the Shul office. 

Un-Fair Reporting 
by Lewis Herlitz

Some of you will recall that Fair Reporting is a small 
group of people, Christians and Jews, who respond 
to anti-Israel letters and reports in the media. Personal 
circumstances for many has meant that the group hasn’t 
operated as a ‘group’ over the past year. So instead 
I thought it would be useful to bring to your attention 
some of the issues I have been directly involved with, as 
examples of the anti-Israel difficulties, and malice, that 
persist both in the UK and abroad. 

West Dunbarton Council [WDC] – Scotland. 
A councillor, Jim Bollan, has been instrumental in 
persuading WDC to ban Israeli books and produce. 
Several people including myself, engaged with 
Mr Bollan in an attempt to persuade him to 
reconsider his views. What we found instead was that 
he never answered any of our questions, and when he 
reached a point where it was clear his own comments 
no longer made any sense, he simply stopped. Below is 
a flavour of that dialogue:

A malicious pro-Palestinian website – Shoah.org. 
I have reported this website to stophateuk about the general 
content of the site. Many of the stories, and abrasive 
political comments which the site is full of, you would 
probably find offensive, but sometimes the line is so 
clearly crossed that the leaking hatred gushes out:

“This is a difficult moment for me because I need to 
ask you to clarify something which may make you feel 
uncomfortable.
To me you wrote “I think there is not only one reason 
for such situation, it is the complex situation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory: the closure, the 
economic deterioration which lead to lack of financial 
resources and political situation.” 
But Reuters has quoted you as saying: “the shortage 
has been caused by the failure of Palestinian 
authorities to pay suppliers on time, as well as by a 
lack of co-operation between health authorities in the 
West Bank and Gaza.”
I feel that we probably both understand how awkward 
it can be when the politics that overshadows our lives 
influences the way we feel about what we say and to 
whom.
What I am almost desperate to be clear about is this. 
1. To what extent could the current medical situation 
in Gaza be improved if those who governed Gaza 
and perhaps also the West bank sorted out their 
differences, their procedures, their management, to 
improve and smooth the flow of medical supplies into 
Gaza.  
2. Given that Israeli troops pulled out of Gaza over 
5 years ago, and given that in spite of the lack of a 
peace agreement, the economic situation in Gaza is 
slowly improving, and that there is a constant supply 
of aid and funds, what specific things would you want 
to see Israel do to improve the medical situation in 
Gaza, that they are not doing now.”

Posted July 6th
ed note–folks, this is but one of a million instances 
of the kind of madness and duplicity that infects the 
Jewish mindset. Here is this man, the president of 
an extremist enclave–Israel–who has the blood of 
COUNTLESS innocent Palestinian Christians and 
Muslims on his hands making of show of “opposing 
extremism”. As both Jesus and Mohammed pointed 
out when it comes to dealing with the Jewish 
leadership, they are consummate liars and hypocrites 
and cannot be trusted to tell the truth in any 
circumstances.

Sent to Jim Bollan -  “Reported in Ha’aretz – Hamas 
admitted last week that between 600 and 700 of its 
militants were killed during Operation Cast Lead 
– a figure consistent with that reported by the Israel 
Defense Forces.”
Jim:  I do not believe the idf figures. They have an 
interest in massaging them. 
Lewis: 1. These aren’t the IDF figures anymore, these 
are Hamas’s own figures.. 2. Whether its comfortable 
for you or not, the IDF go to extra-ordinary lengths to 
avoid civilian casualties.
Jim: So u trust hamas now?
Lewis: Well, I guess they felt the time had come 
for some genuine transparency about their losses. 
Couldn’t have been easy for them. But given they 
were democratically elected, maybe they felt under 
pressure to just stop lying about civilian deaths. 
Perhaps too many civilians knew that wasn’t entirely 
true.
Jim: The first 250 killed were Police.  Do you condone 
this?
Lewis: What the Hamas interior minister said was: It is 
a fact that on the first day of the war Israel struck police 
headquarters and killed 250 members of Hamas 
and the various factions, in addition to the 200-300 
operatives from the [Izz al-Din] al-Qassam Brigades. 
He didn’t say, 250 innocent civilian members of the 
police force were killed. He could have said that 
if it were true. But he didn’t say it. And it is perfectly 
normal for Hamas to place its operatives in civilian 
buildings be they police headquarters, schools, or 
hospitals. Thats how they operate.”
It goes downhill after this…
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CST and The Jewish 
Community: Proud 
and Responsible

CST is the Community Security Trust, a charity that provides security
for many hundreds of Jewish community events and locations 
every year. We have over 60 staff and approximately 3,000 trained 
volunteers, all working throughout the UK and for every part of our 
community. In the last two years we have installed security upgrades 
at hundreds of communal buildings, including shatter-proofing for 
windows.
CST is also available, 24 hours a day, for those of us who are 
unfortunate enough to suffer, or witness, antisemitism. Our purpose 
is to protect the well-being of our community, ensuring that we are 
all able to lead the Jewish life of our choice. 
This challenging work needs the help and co-operation of our 
community, its leaders and institutions. We need to share 
responsibility, together, and stand firm against the physical and 
political threats that we face. 
Sharing responsibility means many things, including contacting your 
local CST and volunteering. It means understanding why we do 
security and co-operating with our personnel. It means contacting 
CST if you happen to have information that you think may be of use 
to us, or to the Police. 
Sharing responsibility also means keeping a sense of perspective.
Today, our community is largely able to express its Jewishness 
however it wishes. That can be religious, cultural, political, 
charitable, sporting or whatever sort of Jewish life you do, or do not, 
wish to have. Our community is, on the whole, successful and well 
integrated into the rest of society. We have come a very long way 
indeed since the newly arrived immigrant generations of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.
Antisemitism should not define our Jewish lives, but it has been 
of increasing concern in recent years. It is, perhaps, not so much 
that people fear for themselves today, but rather they worry how 
things will be for our children and grandchildren. This is entirely 
natural. Police are keenly aware that the fear of crime can be every 
bit as important as actual crime itself: this also seems to apply with 
antisemitism and the fear of it. 
CST hopes that it helps our community to feel confident that 
someone is standing up for its rights. We take responsibility for 
the physical security of the community; and provide a confidential 
reporting service for those who experience antisemitism, be it 
physical, verbal, or in whatever form. 
Because CST works with the victims of antisemitism, we know the 
importance of people’s physical and emotional well-being. This is 
not about statistics. It is the human aspect that makes us all the 
more determined to work against antisemitism; and against the fear 
it causes.
We want to deter those who wish us harm, and we work with 
politicians, police and others so that our community’s concerns are 
understood, heard and acted upon.
CST, however, can only be as strong as the community that we serve. 
We rely upon the community to be strong-minded, to provide our 
motivated volunteer personnel and to work with them as necessary:
whether that is in schools, synagogues, community events and 
rallies, or wherever.
We do not charge the community for our services and rely upon 
charitable donations for our running costs.

All of this relies upon partnership between CST and our Jewish 
community.
We welcome you to join us in that partnership, in whatever way you can.

SHUL LIBRARY – 
BOOKS FOR YOU

The community library is situated in the 
Beis Hamedrash. We have an extensive 
range of books covering all aspects of 
Jewish interest.

We are now making significant progress in re-organising and 
cataloguing the books. We have acquired a computer and library 
software has been installed. We are at the present time listing the 
books and this will then be put on this website for you to see the 
comprehensive selection we have. After that, the database will be 
completed and we will then have a library system for the community 
to borrow the books. Obviously this will still take some time, but 
hopefully by Rosh Hashana we hope to be ready, so please bear 
with us.
You will, when all the data is completed, be able to request books 
by email or telephone and collect them at suitable times during the 
week.
We are keen to offer as a wide a selection as possible and if there 
any books you would like to see in the library, we would be happy to 
consider obtaining them, so please contact us.
The other area we are keen to expand on is visual and audio. We 
will be looking at this aspect as a means we hope of attracting 
perhaps more of our younger members more used to advances in 
technological communications.
In a community of our size, there must be many diverse interests, and 
it will soon become apparent that we may need more books to cover 
the many interests of our members. If you have books that you no 
longer require and would like to donate them to the library, you can 
contact Sonny Kosky either by e-mail sonnykosky@blueyonder.co.uk 
or by telephone 01702 589105, and collection can be arranged. 
Any books donated, can if you so wish, be inscribed on the inside 
with any suitable wording. Sonny Kosky
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www.bodysopticians.co.uk   THE LOOK – 37-43 Broadway West, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2BX   Tel: 01702 710031

IT’S HOW YOU LOOK

‘THE LOOK’, Body’s Leigh-on-Sea store, offers the widest range 

of designer brand frames in the area. Our qualifi ed experienced sales and 

ophthalmic staff are dedicated to providing you with a complete service. 

It’s about you, it’s how you look.

THE
LOOK
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Bedouin Themed Youth 
Dinner – S.J.Y.C.

On Friday 17th June, the SJYC of Southend and 
Westcliff Hebrew Congregation had a Shabbat Bedouin 
Themed Youth Dinner.  The event was a huge success 
with lots of food, enjoyment and laughter. There were 
children there from ages 10-22 and all had a fantastic 
time. The colours inside the Bedouin themed room were 
vibrant and bright. 
As the children all walked up the stairs, there were 
gasps and smiles and they saw the decorated gazebo 
and carpet laid out showing the way in to the newly 
built Bedouin experience that lay within. The start of the 
evening included a Shabbat introduction and service 
lead by one of our leaders at the club, before the buffet
of Israeli cuisine was enjoyed by all. Everyone sat on 
a cushion and enjoyed the laid-back atmosphere that 
was engulfing the room with smiles and laughter on 
everyone’s faces. 

Between the main course 
and dessert, there was a 
musical interlude where 
the children and the 
Rabbi sang Shabbat 
songs and joined in the 
antics. The songs once 
again bought everyone 
together and increased 

the fun atmosphere in the room.
After dinner, there 
was a Shabbat 
friendly quiz that got 
very competitive and 
was participated by 
all. After only three 
rounds, unfortunate-
ly the evening had 
to draw to an end. 
The event was well 
attended and wonderfully enjoyed by all that attended, 
bringing a little bit of Israel and the desert to Southend 
on Sea. 

Rebecca Barnett

Report for the 
“In-Harmony Partnership” 

Football Match
Recently, the SJYC took part in an “In-Harmony 
Partnership” football match. We had two teams, one 
for younger boys and one for older boys. The day was 
well supported and the boys all had a lot of praise and 
encouragement from members of our Community who 
had turned up to lend their support to the children 
taking part. 

The boys’ coach, Gavin Simons, had trained them 
well and all of the boys did marvellously. We were 
all very proud of our boys! The younger boys played 
three games and finally placed third over all in their 
competition, each receiving a medal for their 
wonderful play. It was then over to our older boys’ team 
who did brilliantly, winning a very intense game that went 
to penalties, resulting in our team being triumphant. 

The day had a wonderful atmosphere and everyone got 
involved shouting and cheering our boys on. 

Jake Fernley, Oscar Leigh, Ben Brower, Max Plaskow, 
Gavin Simons (Coach), David Brandajs

We all look forward to the boys’ next match very soon 
and are sure they will do just as well and make all of 
Southend and Westcliff Community very proud once 
again!

Rebecca Barnett
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Leigh-on-Sea 1663 London Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2SH 01702 474702
Chelmsford 96-98 Springfi eld Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6JZ 01245 265595

Open: Mon-Fri 10.00am - 6.00pm; Sat 9.30am - 6.00pm; Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm    www.county-interiors.co.uk

HADLEIGH
LONDON

LEIGH-ON-SEA
SOUTHEND

LONDON ROAD A13
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LEIGH-ON-SEA SHOWROOM

(FORMALLY SOFAS FOR YOU)

The Sale

Hudson
Part leather, part fabric, the Hudson is a magnifi cent
looking, high quality sofa that’s fi t to grace any home. 

up to

£1000 
OFF

up to

£1000 
OFF

What is it that makes County Unique? 
County Interiors are one of the very few companies 
who can offer our customers a fully bespoke service.
Simply choose the sofa you like, then tell us how long, how wide 
and how high you would like it made. If you favour a soft, medium 
or fi rm sit, this can be arranged. Sofa and chair arms can be designed 
to match your exact requirements as can any part of your sofa. 
With a glorious choice of leather and fabrics to select from, the possibilities 
are endless. You tell us what you want, then we create it.

Buckingham
Simply amazing value! This elegant, traditional sofa is available 
in 3 sizes of settee and comes with a massive choice of fabrics 
to pick from. 

Large and 
medium sofa 
NOW ONLY

£1799
Chair now reduced to £399

Limited stock at this 
SPECIAL PRICE 

Quick delivery available

Leather sofas 
FROM ONLY

£499Leather Sofas
Choose from a wonderful selection of traditional and 
contemporary sofas fi nished in sumptuous leather and available 
in a large range of colours.

S fCamelot
A stunning high quality corner sofa fi nished in 
a top grade fabric that will add a touch of class and 
sophistication to any room.  Was £2799.

Corner Sofa 
NOW ONLY

£1899

upBelgravia
From our exclusive bespoke range, the Belgravia features a 
stunning fl oral fabric, gorgeous scrolled arms and deep 
cushioning for a wonderfully comfortable sit. 

Huge savings on our bespoke range

Jackie and Martin Franks together with their family wish their dear relatives, friends and all the community a
Healthy and Happy New Year. 
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Jewish Sayings?
Don’t put the cat in charge of the 
Cream!

Too many cooks spoil the pots!

You can’t get drunk on tea!

Why did Hashem turn Lot’s wife into a 
pillar of salt?  Because you can’t turn a 
woman into sugar!

Vodka doesn’t go sour and Strudel 
doesn’t go stale – that’s for sure!

Even dogs eat Chulent on Shabbos!

Visit to New End Theatre
18 people went to see “A day with the Goldbergs” on 5th July 
2011.  A thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by all.  Look 
out for the next outing!

Lag B’Omer Bar-B-Q
At the last minute the Wardens of the Shul, Geoffrey 
Pepper and Stanley Robinson, asked the Functions Committee 
to make a BBQ in the Shul grounds to celebrate Lag B’Omer.  
To their surprise over 70 adults and children turned up to 
enjoy a great BBQ cooked by chefs Stephen Salt and Rodney 
Stone, followed by fruit and ice cream. Although windy, the 
rain kept off and everyone enjoyed their meal in the warm 
sunshine, listening to Israeli music.

Grateful thanks to 
the sponsor and all 
those who helped 
make the event a 
great success.  £135 
was raised. 

Westcliff and District W.I.Z.O.
Jewish Woman’s Week Lunch - 17th May 2011

Around 100 guests attended a 
recent lunch at the Southend and 
Westcliff Hebrew Congregation
Synagogue Hall, provided by 
Westcliff and District WIZO, 
to raise funds for the Jewish 
Women’s Week Campaign 2011.
After a delicious smoked salmon salad meal, the audience
enjoyed a talk by Eve Regelous, who entertained with
descriptions of her experiences during her career as an 
agent to many and varied entertainers and celebrities. She 
opened a window on the wonderful world of “showbiz”
with humour and affection, sharing the amusing moments that have 
emanated from the many characters whom have touched her life.
Approximately £1,666 was made to help boost the funds, which 
are also raised by door-to door collections around the area, with a 
local target figure of £5,600 to beat. These monies are sent to Israel 
to aid families who are having difficulties in these troubled times.”

Jane Barnett

connect@southend goes 
from strength to strength

Since March, Jewish Care, in partnership with SWHC, has 
been running connect@southend, a “Young at Heart” group 
meeting each Thursday afternoon in the Talmud Torah hall 
and youth club area. 
We started with a few people doing a limited range of 
activities but have now grown in numbers and offer Table 
Tennis & Snooker, along with Computer, Spanish & Bridge 
lessons, Arts & Crafts and Wii games. 
Add to this our lively ‘Fit for Life’ exercise programme, run 
in conjunction with Southend United on Mondays, and our 
walking group on a Wednesday, there is just about something 
for everyone!
All this for just £4 (£3 for SWHC members), so if you want to 
liven up your week, come along and try something new. 
Contact Freda on 01702 334655 or fxharris@jcare.org.
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Youth Leader, Rebecca Barnet

Rodney Stone and 
Stephen Salt

Alan Gershlick, Stephen Salt
Marilyn Salt, Louise Gershlick

Nice Meal
Good Day!
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the water, and her greatest joy was swimming. They were 
surrounded by military barracks (housing British servicemen 
enforcing the mandate), and they used to come to their cafe 
for tea, coffee and snacks. 

Eventually, Bernice met, and fell in love with, one of the 
officers, who had a sailing boat and who used to take her 
out in his boat to help her recover from whooping cough. 
They married in 1944 and emigrated to the UK. She now has 
a son and two daughters who have grown children of their 
own, and she has become a great grandmother. At 92 she 
still gives Ivrit lessons to one fortunate student, and shares her 
love between these two countries – “little old England and the 
land of Israel”. And she still feels pride – and a warm glow – 
about her selfless devotion and hard work to ensure, along 
with so many others, the creation and continued existence of 
an independent Jewish state. 

Lawrence Collin

PS Bernice still speaks fluent Ivrit and would welcome any Ivrit 
speaking members of the community for company from time 
to time.  Please contact the Shul office. 

Cheder Fun

Toddlers doing
Havdalah

Bat Mitzvah girls
and  Yitzchak at
breaktime

Rabbi Bar with
Bar Mitzvah boys

laying Tephillin

Parents and toddlers 
enjoying pre-Cheder

Cont’d from page 15
One famous guest at 
Bernice’s aunt Miriam’s 
hotel was Achad Ha-am 
(see white suited gentle-
man  centre), and pen 
name of Asher Ginsberg. 
Achad Ha-am was a 
great influence on Chaim 
Weizmann, and was one 
of the foremost thinkers of 

c.1926 – Outside Aunt’s Hotel 

his day, who believed Zionism was the Jewish renaissance 
in a spiritual – national sense. He loved to sit in front of her 
aunt’s house and smoke cigarettes on Shabbat to annoy the 
worshippers. Other famous guests of her aunt were 
Chaim Arlosoroff and Chaim Bialik whilst Rabbi Kook,
the Chief Rabbi of Palestine, stayed in another family
(Kosher) hotel called the Dov Segal. 

As no schools had been built near to where they lived, Bernice 
and her twin sister had private tuition before starting school at 
the age of nine. Then they had to walk about two miles to the 
nearest school in Hadar, a town between Haifa and Mount 
Carmel.

Shopping – mainly from the Arabs who owned small shops 
in Haifa – involved a return trip for two male members of 
the family with two donkeys to carry the shopping. She writes 
....“The town looked unkempt, the houses derelict and there 
was a general impression of great poverty”.  

I asked her what the main differences were compared to 
their lives back in Poland....”Our comfortable life in Poland 
had to be forgotten and replaced by a simple, unpretentious 
way of life, with the thought foremost in our mind to build a 
land for the Jews. The belief that by hard work and modest 
living our objective would be achieved was instilled in us from 
the very beginning. This single-mindedness and wholehearted 
dedication was the hallmark of all the pioneers throughout the 
country. They are the foundation on which Israel was built” 
(something for which she still feels – justifiably – very proud). 

In 1930 their hotel was officially opened. Lights were turned 
on, and they had electricity at long last. A road was built 
and a car replaced the two donkeys (a car which, on this 
occasion, did not end up in the surrounding woods!). This 
was a very happy time she wrote – “fun and games in the 
woods and great family gatherings during the various Jewish 
festivals”.

Life at home and in Palestine changed very little during the 
following few years up until 1936 when the persecution 
started in Germany. Then there was a great influx of 
immigrants to Palestine which aroused great wrath amongst 
the Arabs. Then began a period of serious attacks on Jewish
settlements where members were given training in self 
defence. In time a very strong organisation (the Hagana) 
was formed, but, ironically, during the formative years of the 
creation of the state of Israel, it was made illegal. It was a 
moment of great pride when Bernice, with only three other 
students from the school, was chosen to join the Hagana. She 
had to keep her membership a secret, even from her family, 
by telling them she was visiting friends. A lot of her new role 
involved transmitting and receiving messages in morse code. 

The Arab terrorists did not concentrate just on settlements 
but carried out sniper attacks on the roads and outskirts of 
the towns. This affected the tourist trade and local businesses 
went into serious decline, so much so that her father and aunt 
(also a hotel owner) decided to sell up. Her father bought a 
general store and cafe with living accommodation above, in 
Bat-Galim (daughter of the waves). Bernice found the move 
– away from the woods that she loved so much – very hard. 
The one saving grace was that her new home was very near 
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wider story of Britain, one of the country’s oldest 
minority groups, that has overcome adversity over the 
centuries, and evolved into a dynamic, engaging and vibrant 
community that is very much woven into the DNA of British 
society. There is an emphasis throughout on personal stories 
and our displays have been designed to encourage return 
visits and engage visitors of varied ages and backgrounds. 
There are numerous films, interactive displays and pull-out 
drawers for those who wish to investigate our collections in 
greater depth.

Naturally, we also address, with sensitivity, the tragedies the 
Jewish community has encountered over the centuries; The 
British Jewish narrative cannot be told without the personal
testimony of those who survived the Holocaust, such as 
British-born Auschwitz survivor Leon Greenman, whose story 
is documented with his unique experience and artefacts in 
our Holocaust Gallery. It cannot be told without reference to 
the successive waves of Jewish migrants into the UK or to the 
challenges of immigrant life in the  poverty-stricken world of 
London’s East End.

The ongoing success of the Museum reflects its important 
role in exploring Jewish experience and heritage, whilst also 
engaging with other diverse British communities, through our 
exhibitions, collections, events and workshops. The breadth 
of what we display, from rare antique Judaica objects, to a 
film by David Schneider introducing visitors to the wonderful 
world of Yiddish Theatre, echoes the expansive and varied 
Jewish experience in Britain; one that we should be proud of 
and one that we should most certainly celebrate. 

With an up-coming exhibition of photographs by 
internationally renowned photo-journalist, Judah Passow, 
displaying images of Jewish life around the UK, followed by 
From Superman to Metamaus, a show on comic superheroes
and graphic novels, and preparations for our 80th 
anniversary in 2012, next year could be our busiest yet.  Add 
to this our ongoing daily programme of education activities,
the hundreds of school and adult group visits we attract, 
family workshops, performances, talks, and films and you 
gain a sense of the daily busy, but gripping, business of 
working at the Jewish Museum.  

For further info, please contact Jessica Hope, PR Manager, 
020 7284 7356 / jessica.hope@jewishmuseum.org.uk

Entertaining the Nation: Stars of Stage & Screen runs until 
8th January 2012 

The Jewish Museum reopened in March 2010 after a £10 
million transformation creating a landmark museum that 
celebrates Jewish life and cultural diversity. Its new displays 
and exhibitions tell the story of Jewish history, culture and 
religion in an innovative and compelling way and engage 
with people of all backgrounds and faiths to explore Jewish 
heritage and identity as part of the wider story of Britain. The 
only museum in London dedicated to a minority community,
the Museum’s expansion and redevelopment was made 
possible following a £5m grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.

Displayed across four permanent galleries, the huge 
variety of objects, films, photography, hands-on exhibits and 
personal stories on display paint a rich and nuanced picture
of British Jewish life and religion as well as exploring 
contemporary social issues around immigration and 
settlement.  The new Museum also houses a Changing 
Exhibitions Gallery, a 100-seat auditorium, an Education 
Space, and a café and shop.
The Jewish Museum, Raymond Burton House, 129-131 
Albert St, Camden Town, London NW1 7NB  - 3 minutes’ walk from 
Camden Town tube station.
www.jewishmuseum.org.uk 

Busy times at the 
Jewish Museum

Rickie Burman, Director of the Jewish Museum, discusses 
a year of change and the current blockbuster exhibition 
showcasing how Jewish talent has influenced the UK’s 
entertainment industry.

The past 18 months have 
been an exciting period 
for the Jewish Museum. 
We have completed a £10 
million redevelopment, 
which increased our space 
three-fold, and launched 
a blockbuster exhibition, 
Entertaining the Nation: Stars of Music, Stage and Screen. 

Whilst the Museum has been transformed with four new 
permanent galleries, displaying a huge variety of objects, 
films, photography and hands-on exhibits, I hope that we 
have also succeeded in retaining its charm and identity. The 
artefacts on show, most notably in our gallery Judaism: a 
Living Faith, are amongst some of the very finest 
examples of Judaica in the world and are both breathtakingly 
beautiful and historically significant to understanding 
Jewish culture. One of the highlights, a 17th-century Italian 
synagogue Ark, proves to be an imposing centrepiece for our 
celebration of traditional Jewish ceremonial art, and captures
the imagination of all our visitors. 

Contrast this, just two floors up in our new exhibition, 
Entertaining the Nation, with a bold and brash iconic gold suit 
worn by T-Rex’s Marc Bolan, and I think you can sum up what 
the Jewish Museum represents; a celebration of the incredibly
diverse and eclectic influences that Jewish people have 
contributed to British culture. And what a contrast. In 
Entertaining the Nation, we explore the fascinating and 
untold story of Jewish participation in the British entertainment
industry, from theatre and film, to television and pop 
music. I am sure that many, both within and outside of the 
immediate Jewish community, will be surprised to learn the 
extent to which Jewish people have influenced the British 
entertainment scene for over a century. 

Running until 8 January 2012, 
the exhibition demonstrates the 
importance of immigration and 
diversity as a source for cultural 
creativity in Britain. Through 
music, displays, film and props, 
as well as a theatre and stand-
up comedy stage, we tell the 
story of recognisable names 
from past and present, includ-
ing actors Maureen Lipman, 
Warren Mitchell, Sid James and 

Ron Moody; comedians Peter Sellers, Simon Amstell and 
Sacha Baron Cohen; musicians Joe Loss, Frankie Vaughan, 
Alma Cogan, Marc Bolan and Amy Winehouse; writers Jack 
Rosenthal, Harold Pinter and Stephen Poliakoff; and director 
Mike Leigh.

Such is the extent to which Jewish people have worked in 
the entertainment industry, above is simply an abridged list of 
invaluable contributors – visitors to the Jewish Museum will 
uncover intriguing stories behind the established names when 
they visit. 

The Museum’s development project provided an opportunity 
to revaluate how the narrative of British Jews is told. Our 
galleries present the story of Jewish people as part of the 

Brenda and Michael Franks are privileged to sponsor this page and recommend you visit this wonderful Museum
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Jewish Genealogy Society 
South East Essex Group

Jewish family research is now an established pursuit in South 
East Essex following the first meeting of this new group, 
which took place in the Talmud Torah on Thursday 12 May 
– and what a great evening it was with about thirty people in 
attendance. We were joined by Raymond Montanjees, a 
Council Member from the Jewish Genealogical Society, who 

told us about the society, 
explaining the research 
library and other resources
available. Gathered around
a large table we each talked 
in turn about the names and 
places we were researching 
with Raymond offering the 
benefit of his many years of 
experience. 

A great deal of information was shared and almost everyone 
was able to take away some suggestions for the next steps 
to be taken to unlock those hidden ancestors from the past.  
There were some delightful moments when strangers became 
friends, or possibly relatives, having discovered that they may 
be searching for the same people. 
We were very grateful to the 
three representatives from 
the Essex Family History 
Society who brought along 
their computers, printers 
and wealth of knowledge 
all ready to help us search 
online. Regrettably the in-
ternet connection let us 
down on the evening but we have forged some close links 
between our groups to help each others members whenever 
needed.
Our future meetings will include workshop sessions and 
speakers, and a database containing names being researched 
will be available to members shortly. If anyone is unable to 
attend the meetings but would like to be included in our 
database and mailings please contact me via the Shul Office.

Anne Marcus

Sybil’s Lectures
At the Synagogue:-
Southend Council, Writtle College Floristry Dept, St. Aiden’s 
Church Westcliff, St. Peter’s Creative Studies Group Westcliff, 
Roach W.I.

Schools:-
Darlinghurst Primary, Rydene Basildon Primary,  Cedar Hall 
Special Needs, Quilters Billericay, St. Joseph’s Sth Woodham 
Ferrers Primary, St. Theresa’s Catholic Rochford.

At the Schools:-
Westleigh Junior - Pesach Assembly

Adult Groups:-
Newland Spring W.I. Chelmsford, Hutton W.I., Tendring U3A, 
Rosewood Ladies’ Club Hornchurch.

Most letters from the children say the same things as usual - 
how much they enjoyed coming to the Synagogue and seeing 
everything of interest there.
They obviously left with lovely thoughts about the Jewish 
Religion and the respect they should show.  I always think the 
school lectures can only do good.
I have spoken to many Women’s Institute groups round 
Essex.  Many ladies have said that either they went to school 
with Jewish people, went to work with Jewish people or had 
neighbours who were Jewish. They often had questions about 
the people they knew and about their religion.  They couldn’t 
understand why they did certain things and wanted me to 
explain and answer their questions.  They often said how 
lovely Jewish families were and especially the respect for 
Jewish mothers.
I talk to many W.I. groups all round Essex and at one meeting 
in mid Essex I was very surprised when a lady (not particularly 
a youngster) said she had never met a Jewish person in her 
whole life.  I did explain that we are quite normal people and 
many of us are quite nice.  That went down well.  

Sybil Greenstein

The Shop
The Shop has now had a change of Butcher 
Supplies. Le Boucherie is now supplying the 
meat and Golan Bakeries are now supplying 
the bread, biscuits and cakes.

The Shop is open on Thursdays from 12.30pm until 4.30pm, 
Friday morning 9.00am to 12.30pm and Sundays, 9.30am 
to 12.30pm.  
Should you wish to order an item you do not see in stock, 
please phone on 430307 Friday mornings and they will have 
it in by Sunday.
Just in case you wondered where Jaimee Baker has got
to - well, she is off to University to study for a degree in
teaching. Good luck Jaimee! 
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Dorothy Young
Tel.: Southend 331218 (not Shabbat) Mobile: 07985 687085
Email: dorothy@dorothyyoung.co.uk   Website: dorothyyoung.co.uk

In stock for Chanukah, Purim, Pesach & Shavuot
Machzorim, Tallaisim, Capples, Childrens books, toys and games, 
Flags, Cuddly Sifrei Torah, Books on the Yomim Tovim.

Orders taken for New Year Cards, Luachot, Calendars, Diaries & Arba
Minim (Lulav and Etrog).

Really Jewish Food Guide now in stock. (Kashrut Guide)

Challah cloths, boards, candlesticks, candles, Havdalah candles and 
holders, hand washers, benchers, tzitzit, silk pictures & more.

Other goods in stock for Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur & Yomin Tovim

Jewish Genealogical Society
South East Essex Group

Sunday 11th December 2011, 2 - 5pm
Talmud Torah,

Finchley Road Synagogue.

Jeanette Rosenberg and 
Mark Nicholls from JGSGB 

will conduct a tutorial covering all 
aspects of the Society’s website, 

incorporating JCR-UK & JGSGB –
Discuss. All welcome.

Free for JGSGB members 
£3 for non-members. 

Including refreshments.

Please contact Anne Marcus to reserve a place.

Southend & District Aid Society
Outing to 

The Classical Spectacular
Royal Albert Hall on 

Sunday 20th November 2011
at 7.30pm

Coach pick up:
Crowstone Road 4.00pm
Tickets £42.50 inclusive.  

Only 7 seats left
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Rochelle and Barry Spector, together with Marilyn and Stephen Salt, are delighted to sponsor this page
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Cemetery Report 
During the past year we have 
undertaken many necessary 
repairs and renovations.
Phase 1.  In front of the prayer 
house, we have removed 2 
large trees and trimmed the 
other trees. Many dead trees 
have been removed from 
around the perimeter.  
Phase 2.  The renovation of the Tahara Room.   This is now 
a room divided into different areas in order for the Chevra 
Kadisha to carry out their most important work in an efficient 
and respectful environment.
Phase 3. The exterior of the Prayer hall has now been painted 
and the windows renovated as this had not been carried out 
for more than 40 years. There has also been new flooring 
laid inside.
Phase 4.  A memorial garden should be completed by the 
time this goes to print.  It is situated at the rear of the Prayer 
hall, either side of the two doors.  Members of the community 
have kindly donated this in its entirety.  There will be new 
benches, which have also been donated.  
If anyone wishes to make a donation for Stock Road 
cemetery, please contact Pam at the Shul office.
Memorial and Headstone insurance for damage or 
vandalism is the responsibility of individual families.  Should 
you require any further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me on Mobile No: 07792 926537

Brian Burns for Cemetery Committee

Change of davening time for 
Shacharit morning service

To rouse more enthusiasm for the 
minyan, please note there will 
be a new davening time for the 
weekday moring service – Monday
to Friday inclusive. Instead of
7.15 am, the new time will be 
8.00 am. 
This is a sweeping change 
designed to encourage you the 
gentlemen to come along & play 

your part in supporting this big mitzvah. Please tell your friends 
they can now have an extra hour in bed & still help out! 
(If 8.00 am is too late for those of you who are working & 
you who wish to come along for the anniversary of a yahrzeit, 
you should please contact geoffrey pepper 7 days prior.   We 
will try & accommodate an earlier time for you on a one-off 
basis.) Geoffrey Pepper

Weekly Leaflet
The weekly leaflet is one of the hubs of the community
and many working hours of the week goes into its` 
preparation. 
It has become necessary to impose a STRICT deadline to 
ensure the leaflet is sent out early Friday morning without
any delay which may be caused by late notification of 
entries.
To ensure insertion please submit your announcements or 
notification of events by Thursday 3.00 pm of the week of 
issue.   Any item submitted after 3.00 pm will have to roll 
over to the following week. No exceptions please.
Please also give careful thought to the amount of words 
submitted, space is at a premium – but you can submit 
your item any time to the Shul website www.swhc.org.uk 
email: stanleymark_robinson@2.co.uk
Thank you for your kind co-operation.

Geoffrey Pepper

Messages from 
the Warden’s Box

Giving Youth a chance whenever possible!
Our famous Youth Shabbat at Chanukah time was supported 
with a Cholent Kiddush after the morning service.  Children 
from the Cheder and the Youth Club played an integral role 
in the running of the morning service.
Last year, guest Youth Wardens, Zac and Joel Collins, and 
guest Shamas, Jason Rosehill, all did an outstanding job and 
their performances were inspirational.
There was an ice cream, chocolate and popcorn Kiddush on 
Shabbat 7th May, also involving the Youth of our community.  
Ethan Belson took up the mantel of guest Shamas and was 
excellent.

Themed Shabbatot
Regular themed Shabbatot have been 
innovated in order to combat alleged 
falling attendances on a Shabbat. The 
wardens welcome any ideas from the 
Community.
The Ladies’ Guild legendary Kiddush 
cake is now a regular feature for 
themed Shabbatot.  Thank you to the 
Ladies’ Guild for all their indispensable work throughout the 
year.
A “new members” and “new faces” Shabbat was arranged in 
February and over 100 congregants attended.
Something for the ladies – the Ladies’ birthday cake Shabbat 
and Kiddush is now a popular “happy birthday” event.
The Minyan Shabbat on 18th June underlined the obligation 
for this vibrant community to maintain the weekday services.  
They are the only daily services for miles around, all year 
round. Assisting with the minyan is a BIG Mitzvah.
C.S.T Shabbat was on 23rd July, honouring C S T members 
for their diligence in making sure we are safe.
We are hoping to arrange a Wedding Anniversary Shabbat; a 
Grandparents Shabbat – dates to be advised.  A Graduation 
Shabbat is booked for next year.

Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur Davening

and Leining News;
For the first time for many years, this year we are running our 
own Yammin Nori’am services from within, led by Rabbi Bar 
and ably supported by our own home grown natural talent.  
We are combining the ability of some of the people in our 
own Kehillah and training them to take parts of the service. 

Why not celebrate 
your Simcha in Shul?

Whether significant or otherwise, birthday or anniversary or 
just plain good news, why not let us celebrate with you?  Why 
not sponsor a Kiddush? Gentlemen are encouraged to repeat 
their Haftorah from their Barmitzvah Sidrah.  Rabbi Bar will be 
pleased to assist and help you refresh!
Wardens - Geoffrey Pepper and Stanley Robinson

Simchat Bet Hasho’ Eva 
Sukkot Party

The Sukkah party is at 7.30pm in the Shul
sukkah after Ma’ariv. All are warmly 
welcome to an evening of joy, fun and 
delicious refreshments. There will be a 
guest speaker.  No charge!!
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Leigh House, 
Broadway West
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 2DD

T 01702 482 284
F 01702 471 714
E email@efmgroup.co.uk

efminsurance&financialgroup

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
Members of the British Insurance Brokers Association
Members of the Association of Morgage Intermediaries
Members of the Association of Independent Financial Advisers

Financial Services

Insurance Services

EFM Insurance and Financial Group
is a  trading style of Essex Financial
Management Limited.

For a comprehensive range of 
financial and insurance services 
call us today. 

 01702 482 284
email@efmgroup.co.uk
www.efmgroup.co.uk

  General Financial Planning

  Investments

  Tax and Estate Planning*

  Pensions

  Mortgages

  Key Person Assurance

  Life Assurance / Critical Illness

  Commercial Finance*

  Business Insurance

  Property Owners

  Professional Indemnity

  Motor Fleet

  High Net Worth Household

  Directors & Officers

  Private Medical 

  Marine Cargo
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*These products may not be regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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