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The Evolving World of Lexus
Visit Lexus Southend to view our evolving range of luxury vehicles for all your Sales, 
Business or After Sales needs.
With a full range of New and Approved Pre-Owned stock we are sure to have 
something to suit you.
Call in today to arrange a no-obligation test drive and discover the latest choice in 
Hybrid Technology designed to save you money and help the environment.

A very Happy Pesach from all the staff at Lexus Southend
LEXUS SOUTHEND

Tel: 0844 5392915
www.lexus.co.uk/southend

Lookers Toyota Rayleigh



3

Contents
Page 3   Diary of Events, Organisations within the Community,                                               
             Cemetery Etiquette
Page 4   President’s Report, AGM Results
Page 5   H. M. The Queen - 60 years
Page 6   Social & Personal, Stone Settings
Page 7   Magen David Adom, Obituaries
Page 8   Rabbi’s Report
Page 9   A Righteous Princess, Yom Hashoah, JNF Impact 
Page 10 Editorial, Shul Library
Page 12 David Dattner OBE, The Shop
Page 13 WIZO, Fashion Show, Table Tennis, Yom Hazikaron, Yom   
             Ha’atzmaut 
Page 15 Chutzpahdick, CATastrophe 
Page 16 Cheder Page
Page 17 CST
Page 18 Stamps, Lag B’Omer, Aid Soc, Alexander Small
Page 20 JAMI, Emunah, Connect, Esther Riseman, Dear Editor,   
             Friendship Club 
Page 21 Youth Club
Page 22 Recipe, Pop In, Sybil’s Lectures, David Levy Memorial
Page 23 Simchah Page
Page 25 Taxi Drivers
Page 26 Warden’s Box

Diary of Events
June 2012
9th Council Shabbat
10th Emunah – Jubilee Garden Party - Porters
12th AJR Annual Lunch – Shul Hall
19th WIZO – Jewish Women’s Week Lunch – Shul Hall
24th  Bat Mitzvah – Sacha Hoff
26th  Pop In – Talmud Torah

July 2012
1st President’s Surgery 10 - 12 noon Boardroom
 SJYC – End of Year Party
7th  CST & Security Stewards’ Shabbat
8th Fast of Tammuz
15th Cheder – End of Term
17th WIZO at Porters
21st AID Society Shabbat
28th Auf Ruf – Martyn Redstone
29th Tish B’Av
31st Pop In – Talmud Torah

August 2012
5th President’s Surgery 10 - 12 noon Boardroom
 Chupa – Martyn Redstone (Brighton) to Leanne Samuels
12th Plaque Commemoration for David Levy zt”l
19th Emunah Sponsored Walk

September 2012
1st  Bar Mitzvah – Elan Solomon
2nd President’s Surgery 10 - 12 noon Boardroom
4th Pop In – Talmud Torah
 SJYC – New Term Begins
8th Bat Mitzvah – Grace Elman
9th Cheder – New Term Begins
16th Erev Rosh Hashanah
17th 1st Day Rosh Hashanah
18th 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah
19th Fast of Gedahliah
25th Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidrei
26th Yom Kippur
29th Bar Mitzvah – Tom Rattner
30th President’s Surgery 10.30 - 12 noon Boardroom

October 2012
1st Succot 1st Day
2nd Succot 2nd Day
8th Shimini Atzeret
9th Simchat Torah

Advertising 
Contact Shul Office – 01702 344900

Advertising Rates - Social & Personal
(pre-paid to the Synagogue Office)

Up to 30 words - £20, 31 – 40 words - £25, Boxed Advert - £30 

 Published by the S&WHC
Synagogue Office, Finchley Road
Westcliff on Sea, Essex SS0 8AD. 

Editor:  Rochelle O’Brart    Chairman:  Alan Gershlick
Editorial Board: Pam Freedman, Riva Shaw

Advertising:  Michael Franks

Communications addressed to:
The Editor, Community Voice 

Copy Deadline for Rosh Hashanah issue: 20th July 2012
All dates and times correct at going to print

Organisations Within
The Community

Aid Society  Norman Zetter 478375
A.J.E.X.  Sid Barnett 582268
Board of Deputies (Southend) Marie Bauer     07977 116013
Chalkwell Social Club Josie Pitch 330316
Cheder Talmud Torah Rabbi Golomb c/o Shul Office 344900
Community Security Trust David Ramet  07946 650339
  Michael Yaffe   07742 599304
Council of Christians & Jews Stuart Jacobs 432967
Emunah  Marilyn Belson 831878
  Rochelle Spector 436791
Fair Reporting Jack De Metz 391535
Jewish Community Centre Graham Freeman 334655
Jewish Genealogical Society Anne Marcus 586877
J.A.C.S.  Alan Goldstein     01268 771978
J.A.M.I.  Neville Peters 525278
J.C. Reporter(Regional) Marilyn Salt 476349
J.N.F. Impact  Anthony Larholt  348221
Ladies’ Guild Geraldine Jay 341966
Magen David Adom Stephen Salt 476349
Meals on Wheels Tony Rubin 345568
Pop In Centre Janice Steel 344900
Raymond House Lyn Yeatts  352956
Shalom Friendship Club Len Kaye 468384 
S.J.Y.C.(The Buzz) Rebecca Barnett 589927
Southend Security Trust Jeffrey Barcan 343192
S&WHC P.R.O. Sybil Greenstein  477617
Synagogue Library Sonny Kosky 589105
Tuesday Nighters Lewis Herlitz 715676
U.J.I.A.  Stephen Salt 476349
W.I.Z.O.  Jackie Kalms 437801

SYNAGOGUE OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9.00am – 12.30pm

Saturday – CLOSED  Sunday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Tel:  01702 344900       Fax:  01702 391131

Email:  swhc@hotmail.co.uk 
Website:  www.swhc.org.uk/www.swhc.co.uk

Cemetery Management: Allan Silver, Maurice Symons, Elliot Baker,
Brian Burns, Ivor Rose, Colin Samuel

Management of Shul Services Wardens: Geoffrey Pepper, Stanley Robinson

If the office is closed, please leave a message and your call will be returned

Stock Rd Cemetery Etiquette
On visiting Stock Road Cemetery, would all ladies 
and gentlemen kindly dress appropriately, with 
married ladies having their heads covered.  Also, 
when parking at the Cemetery, please do not park 
on the grass areas, as this is Consecrated Ground.



I shall begin a surgery for our members in the Boardroom 
beginning on Sunday 1st July and thereafter on the first Sunday 
of each month.  It will run from 10am until midday, holidays 
notwithstanding.  If you would like to see me and discuss any 
matters pertaining to the Synagogue or your membership, would
you please make an appointment through the Shul office.

The Rabbi and I will have weekly meetings to discuss the way 
forward for the Community, from the religious point of view, and
how best to achieve that aim.

Of great importance is to institute a long term business plan to
ensure that we are not suddenly left with a serious financial crisis.
I will be setting up a committee to investigate what actions we
should take and give recommendations to ensure our future
wellbeing, this at a time when our membership continues to shrink,
and we rely more and more on our Burial Fund income to keep us
solvent.   

I shall monitor all new membership applications so as to ensure that
we do not turn people away due to cost.

I look forward to seeing you all in Shul and working with you for
the betterment of our wonderful Community.

Enjoy the Summer!

Stephen Salt
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President’s Message 
May 2012

By the time you read this message we will
have celebrated Shavuot, which I trust you
all will have enjoyed.

Let me begin by thanking you for placing
your trust in me and electing me as your

President for the next three years in this, the third month of the 
Jewish year, where Moses, one of three children, was given the
Torah by Hashem.

I look forward to working tirelessly with the Rabbi, new Executive,
Council, Wardens and all our staff to ensure that the community 
goes in harmony and from strength to strength.

My father, blessed be his memory, would have been very proud
of me, and what I have achieved. Even though he passed away
almost 50 years ago he has had, and continues to have, a lasting
influence on the way I live my life as a proud Jew.  

At a time when society places so little importance on family,
morals, and religion, and where so much is accepted or taken
for granted, it is of extreme importance that we do all we can to
educate and encourage our children to be role models for the wider
world beginning with teaching them how to be a good Jew. 

With this in mind I urge you all to encourage your children, and
grandchildren, to attend our Cheder and Youth Club so that they
grow up in an environment which is conducive to a good Jewish
way of life. I can assure you that this will stand them in good stead
for the rest of their lives.

If we can attract more young families to participate in community
events, then I am sure that our future will be bright. 

I briefly outline some of my future plans:- 

At this moment our priority is to work with Jewish Care in order to
continue to keep Raymond House open. It was a shock to us all
that the announcement to close Raymond House made by Jewish
Care was taken without any prior warning or consultation with
our community. We have now been given a concession by Jewish 
Care and a window of time to find an alternative to its closure. I
ask all those who have loved ones there not to move them until the
consultation process has been exhausted.

The project to refurbish the Mikveh will begin when approved by
Council, and after all the criteria that the Council have asked for
have been met. 

I congratulate our Rabbi on raising the funds for the project from
outside our Community, if only he could find similar benefactors
who would save Raymond House. 

E. BEDINI & SONS

01702 467944 (24 hours)
SHOWROOM OPEN 10am to 5pm Monday to Friday (Sunday by appointment)

If you cannot call in person, we are able to call on you in the comfort of your own home by appointment with no obligation.

www.bedinimemorials.co.uk

P id f h

AGM RESULTS
Executive:

President:  Stephen Salt
Vice President: Michael Nelkin
Hon. Secretary:   Rodney Stone 
Hon. Treasurer: Ronald Shinegold

Council: 
Dennis Baum            Brian Burns

Michael Franks          Lewis Herlitz 
Geraldine Jay      Marilyn Salt

Rochelle Samuel

The Wardens: 
Geoffrey Pepper            Stanley Robinson
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Congratulations Your Majesty

Diamond Jubilee 1952-2012



6

Announcements
Births – We wish Mazeltov to:
Dawn and David Walters on the birth of a grandson
Sandra and Michael Kutner on the birth of a grandson
Ruth and David Wallrock on the birth of a granddaughter, Betsy 
Charlotte, and great grandparents, Rita and Jeffery Phillips and 
Renée and Raphael Wallrock
Lily Bloch on the birth of a great grandson
Hazel and Brian Billyack on the birth of a grandson
Oriol and Jonathan Gershlick and Louise and Alan Gershlick on the 
birth of a son and grandson, Aryeh Simcha

Bar Mitzvah – We wish Mazeltov to:
Morris King on the Bar Mitzvah of his grandson, Aaron Shimoni 
(Israel)

Bat Mitzvah – We wish Mazeltov to:
Geraldine and Ben Jay on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, 
Sophie Jay
Suzanne and Alan Hoff on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Sacha, 
and to grandparents Sylvia and Alan Wand and great grandmother, 
Lillie Wand
Miranda and Jamie Royston on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, 
Amber, grandparents, Sandra and Leslie Royston and Adrienne
and the late Leonard Sussman

Engagements – We wish Mazeltov to:
Susan and Rodney Stone on the engagement of their son, Jonathan 
(New York) to Allison, daughter of Lynn and Joel Frank
Mark Rubin and Pearl Schuldenfrel
Hazel and Ivor Rose and Millie Berg on the engagement of a
daughter and granddaughter, Suzanne, to Arden Hart
Ruth and David Wallrock on the engagement of their daughter,
Katie, to Michael Fitoussi and to grandparents, Rita and Jeffery
Phillips and Renée and Raphael Wallrock.
Barbara and Andrew Newman on the engagement of their son 
Rabbi Yisroel Newman to Miriam Schweke (USA)

Marriages – We wish Mazeltov to:
Roberta and Michael Yaffe on the marriage of their daughter, Sara, 
to Roger Black
Joanne Barnett and Stephen Redstone on the marriage of their son, 
Martyn, to Leanne Samuels (Brighton) and to grandparents, Barbara 
and John Barnett 

Birthdays – Many Happy Returns to:
Bernard Green 90 years
Minn Rose  90 years
Ruth Nortman 90 years
Gordon Rosenberg 90 years
Doreen Reindorp 85 years
Lionel Barnett 83 years
Ralph Ruvin 83 years
Michael Engelman 83 years
Cyril Levy  80 years
Barbara Barnett 80 years
Zena Keizer 80 years

Anniversaries – We wish Mazeltov to:
Alice and Norman Lapp    Emerald  55 years
Sophia and Norman Zetter    Golden  50 years
Judge Martyn and Verity Zeidman    Coral  35 years
Elizabeth and David Rayner    Coral  35 years
Elaine and Jeffrey Klein    Pearl  30 years

Condolences – Our deepest sympathy to:
Jeffrey Levy on the loss of his wife, Jackie
Melvyn and Kevin Speck on the loss of their sister, Barbara Speck
The family of the late Seemah Fox
Howard and Lloyd Glyn and Lucille Sargi on the loss of a wife,
mother and sister, Maureen Glyn
The family of the late Edith Levy

Social and Personal
Azulay:  Gillian and Arnold Azulay thank Rabbi and Annette, 
their very many kind relatives and friends who sent them Mazal Tov 
wishes on the occasion of their Golden Wedding. 

Billyack:  Hazel and Brian are thrilled to announce the
arrival, on 27th April, of their 4th grandchild, Yisrael David, in Israel.
Another darling son for Shoshana and Jason and a brother for
Zalman Tzvi.

Dowell:  Adele and Terry wish their granddaughter, Olivia, a 
belated Mazeltov on the occasion of her Batmitzvah.

Dowell:   Adele and Terry wish their son, Perry, Mazeltov on
passing his Final Accountancy exams (ACCA) Well Done.

Speck:  Melvyn and Kevin appreciate the help which was
given to them by Rabbi Bar, the Office and the team on the recent
passing of our darling sister, Barbara.  We also thank our family and 
friends and community members of SWHC for their kind words and 
messages of support and condolence at this sad time. 

Stone Settings
(At Stock Road unless stated elsewhere) 

June 2012
24th 2.00pm Beatrice Gershlick

July 2012
15th 2.45pm Deborah Lemel

22nd  2.00pm Emmanuel (Eddie) Solomons
 2.45pm Essie Newman

August 2012
26th 2.00pm Emmanuel Ceen
 2.45pm Barbara Speck

September 2012
2nd 2.00pm John Novitt
 2.45pm Anne Ross

9th 2.00pm Philip Turansky
 2.45pm Helen Gale

October 2012
21st 3.30pm Betty Gold

28th 2.00pm Marie Field
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Jewish Genealogy
Some Interesting Obituaries

Whilst in the Society of
Genealogists library in London I
came across a slim typed volume
compiled by Albert M Hyamson 
containing a list of entries from 
‘The Gentleman’s Magazine’ of
Jews who had died between 1731 
and 1868. As well as the name
and date some entries bore a brief
description, some of historical
interest and others which made 
me smile. I would like to share a
handful of them with you:

Bergman, Daniel.   October 1799 ‘a very opulent tailor’

Bloch, Eliezer.   September 1799 ‘Jewish Physician; the first
ichthyologist (knowledge of fish) in Europe’. 

Castro, Jacob.   October 1789 ‘first member of the corporation 
of Surgeons after its separation from the Barbers’

Cordosa, Jacob.   February 1744 ‘hanged for breaking out 
of Newgate’

Da Costa, Benjamin.   March 1854 ‘one of the few
remaining officers of the Battle of Trafalgar’

Heine, L.   1853 ‘a Hamburg banker who absconded and 
died of starvation in Australia’

Mendes, Sarah.   March 1839 ‘leaving 92 grandchildren’

Moses, Joakim.   February 1766 ‘a great remitter of bills of 
exchange’

Suasso, Lady.   March 1749 ‘immensely rich’

If you think you may be related to any of those named in this 
list, or perhaps you would like to discover whether you had any 
notable ancestors then please join our group

Anne Marcus

Magen David Adom
In April, a group of members from 
S&WHC travelled to the dedication 
of “First Responder” motorbike at 
the new MDA Ambulance Station
donated by William Bloomberg, 
Mayor of New York. The money for 
the bike was raised at the S&WHC 
Kol Nidre Appeal totalling £15,000, 
which enabled MDA not only to

purchase the bike, but 
provide its rider with the 
appropriate outfit and 
medical supplies. The group 
were shown round the centre 
by Ronen Avrmov, Deputy 
Manager, Israeli Ministry of 
Transportation of the North 
who explained how MDA 

worked. Everyone present was 
stimulated by the tour and 
treated to refreshments 
afterwards.

Stephen Salt, handing the keys 
of the motorbike over to Ronni, 
the rider of the motorbike.

Toby Levy, with their 
Technical Lighting Team, 

Florist, In-House Props and 
Balloonist, can transform and theme 

any space into a magical one.

Setting the scene for Toby Levy’s
Chefs to create a memorable feast 

to compliment your Simcha. 
With over 60 venues on our books.

020 8505 2725
Email: tobylevy@talk21.com

Under the supervision on the Sephardi Beth Din



The 3D Blessing 
and the 

Queen’s Jubilee
Jewish people have a blessing for 
everything. Whether it is for food, pleasant 
smells, forces of nature, seeing a King or 
Queen etc… In Fiddler on the Roof when 
the village of Anatevka’s Rabbi is asked if 

there is even a blessing for the wicked and anti-Semitic Czar. The 
Rabbi replies: “May the Lord bless and keep the Czar... far from 
Anatevka!”

But perhaps the most famous blessing in our tradition is the blessing 
that was recited by the Kohanim (priests) in the Bet Hamikdash 
(Temple in Jerusalem). A blessing which is recited to this day by our 
wonderful Kohanim when they bless the Congregation. 

“May Hashem bless you and safeguard you”
“May Hashem shine His face on you and give you favour”
“May Hashem raise His face to you and grant you peace”

This 15 words (in Hebrew) blessing suggests some unusual insights 
about: 1) the Kohen who blesses 2) the blessed people and 3) the 
blessing.

The Kohen had to love the people he blessed as the Zohar writes: 
“any Kohen who does not love the people or whom the people do 
not love, may not raise his hands to make the priestly blessing”. 
In the Ethics of the Fathers (which we recite during the summer 
Shabbatot) we learn about Aharon, the Kohen Gadol - high priest – 
who loved and pursued peace at every opportunity.

Following this blessing, Hashem says “let them place my name upon 
the children of Israel and I shall bless them”. The words “I shall bless 
them” could either be referring to the children of Israel, reminding 
them that the source of the blessing actually comes from Hashem. 
It could also mean that in return Hashem will bless the Kohanim, to 
teach us that whoever blesses will be blessed as well.

The blessing itself is a three-dimension blessing. The first part 
deals with our physical needs, the second focuses on our spiritual 
wellbeing and the third is about peace. The entire blessing is worded 
in the singular form to teach us that the ultimate blessing is peace 
and unity.

As we have all been recently celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond 
Jubilee and many tributes have been and will be paid for her 
incredible longstanding service to the nation. 

We, in the Jewish Community, have deep respect for the Queen, say 
a prayer for her every Shabbat and drink a toast at every communal 
dinner. We recognize and appreciate all the good she has done to 
our society in so many areas. But most of all, her unifying force and 
her greatness which speaks across all races and religions. 

The Queen is a blessing to all of us and we are truly blessed by 
her generosity of spirit. It therefore is incumbent upon us (even 
me, a French born Rabbi!) to wish her Mazal Tov in honour of this 
tremendous milestone. May Her Majesty enjoy good health and 
strength for many more years, Amen!

May I also take this opportunity to wish Mazal Tov to the Shul’s newly 
elected Executives: Stephen Salt, Michael Nelkin, Ronnie Shinegold 
and Rodney Stone together with the new Council Members. 

May they enjoy, with Hashem’s help, blessings and success in all 
their endeavours for the benefit of our beautiful Community and 
may SWHC go from strength to strength physically, spiritually and in 
a spirit of peace and unity, Amen!

Rabbi Binyamin Bar
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!! STOP PRESS !!

It is your new President, 
Stephen Salt’s, pleasure to 
invite you to celebrate his 

70th birthday at a Kiddush, 
which he will be sharing 

with the Community 
Security Trust (CST) on

Shabbat, 7th July 2012.

Please come along to Shul 
on Shabbat morning, 
which will be followed 

by a Chulent, Bridge Roll 
and Cake Kiddush.
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A Righteous Princess 
There have been many simchas
for our Royal family over the
last few years. Last year saw the
marriage of Will and Kate and
this year the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. In 2011, Prince Philip
celebrated his 90th Birthday.
What many may not realise is
that Prince Philip’s mother, Prince
Alice of Battenburg is recognised
by Yad Vashem as Righteous
Among the Nations.
A great-granddaughter of Queen 
Victoria, Princess Alice was born 
Victoria Alice Elizabeth Julia 
Marie on 25th February 
1885 at Windsor Castle. 
She was congenitally deaf 
but learned to lip read and 
to speak in English, German and later Greek. She was 
brought up in England and Germany and, in 1903,
married Prince Andrew of Greece and Denmark and took the 
name Princess Andrew of Greece. They had three daughters and 
one son (Prince Philip - born 1921). 
From 1917 the Greek Royal family lived mainly in exile in
various countries and, in 1930, Princess Andrew suffered a 
nervous breakdown and was diagnosed with Schizophrenia.
She spent some time in a sanatorium in Switzerland and was
estranged from her husband and most of her family until 1938.
Prince Philip was brought up by his uncles and grandmother.
At the start of the Second World War, Princess Andrew along 
with her sister-in-law Princess Nicholas of Greece was living 
in Athens. They stayed even after the German occupation in 
1941 even though they suffered the same hardships as most 
of the Greek population and performed many charitable acts 
to help them. It was during this time that Princess Andrew hid a 
Jewish Widow, Rachel Cohen and two of her children. Mrs Cohen’s
husband had been of assistance to the Greek King previously, 
and Princess Andrew honoured a promise the King had made 
to the family to help them if ever they were needed.
After the war she set up a nursing order of Greek Orthodox nuns 
and when she attended Queen Elizabeth’s Coronation, her dress 
was in the style of a nun’s habit. 
After the Colonel’s Coup in 1967, Princess 
Andrew left Greece and came to England at the 
invitation of the Queen and Prince Philip. She died 
at Buckingham Palace on 5th December 1969 and is 
buried beneath a convent on the Mount of Olives in
Jerusalem.
In 2010, the British Government named Princess Andrew a Hero 
of the Holocaust and she has been honoured with a plaque in 
the Avenue of the Righteous Gentile in Yad Vashem.

Riva Shaw

Yom Hashoah 2012
Many people attended the Yom Hashoah commemoration
evening in the Synagogue Hall in April.  There was the candle
lighting, in memory of the 6,000,000 Jews who perished in 
the Holocaust.  Leslie and Miriam Kleinman, Valerie Kutner,
Rosalind Raphael and Otto Deutsch lit the Yahrzeit candles,
one by one each reciting poignant words for loved ones 
who perished during that terrible time.
Rabbi Bar gave a short service and all those present recited
Kaddish, the Mourners’ prayer.  
Just before the main film, ‘Sarah’s Key’, a moving story, Otto
Deutsch showed a short film of his trip to Maly Trostinec in
Eastern Europe to place a memorial in the forest where his
parents and sister were murdered by the Nazis.  
Refreshments were served after the main film show.

JNF Impact Bridge
Unfortunately after eighteen years of monthly events the Impact 
Committee felt that they were no longer able to undertake the 
commitment of continuing to run this event. 
For the last sixteen years we have competed for the Ruth 
Shear Memorial Shield with the results through the year being
accumulated to give an annual winner.  This follows on from 
previous events held initially by Charles Elman and Rita Ellis, 
who ran a monthly Duplicate in aid of the Youth Club, and then 
Leigh and Barry Foreman, who ran it in aid of the prevention of 
Cot Deaths.
We, the Impact Committee, took it over from them and at first 
we held the sessions in the home of Ruth and David Shear. When 
Ruth, unfortunately became ill we moved to the home of Vivien 
and John Klein and about six years ago moved to the home of 
Jackie and Tony Jacks.  We should like to thank all of them for 
their hospitality and generosity.
Over the years we have had many different people winning the 
trophy and this final year we had one of the closest results ever 
with several people in a position to win overall.  
We have handed on the monthly duplicates in turn to the
Southend & District Aid Society and it was with great pleasure 
that I was able to present the Shield for the last time at their
inaugural event, which was extremely well attended. 

The final winner was Helen 
Gale, and we feel that it was 
highly appropriate that she 
should have done so, as she 
has been a regular and strong 
supporter of all these events 
from the beginning.  To see 
the pleasure on her face as I 
announced the result and how 
pleased everyone was for her, 
merely added to the moment.  
It was with a great sadness 

that shortly afterwards Helen suddenly passed away. She will be 
fondly remembered by all those with whom she played bridge 
and everyone who knew her.
I should like to thank all those members of the committee who 
have helped me over the years, especially Danny Greenbaum, 
and once again those people who kindly allowed us to use their 
homes.
We wish the Aid Society every success with carrying on this
traditional event in our Community.

Anthony Larholt

K.BURRETT 
CLEANING SERVICES 

 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING  
 

SCOTCH GUARDING 
 

PATIO CLEANING 
 

 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WINDOW CLEANING 

 

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL 
KEN 07827 967598 

 

FULLY TRAINED & 
FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 

 

Princess Andrew of Greece



Editorial
At the time of writing my Editorial,
there are still a few days to go
before our Shul’s AGM.  You will

 all, of course, have been advised
 of the time and date so you could 

vote for the various places available
 on the Executive and Council, who 

you thought would be the best 
person for the position, then 
nobody should complain about

choice.  It really boils down to the fact that whoever “gets
on” knows what they are talking about and it is good for the
Shul and the Community.
I have heard many peoples’ names were put forward but
declined.  It is a shame – new thoughts, ideas for the
running of a wonderful Synagogue such as ours, would
surely benefit all of us.
Would you please note that this is the last CV before Rosh
Hashanah and, as usual, we will be having our New Year’s
Greeting Supplement.  Please return the enclosed form,
completed, as soon as possible.  There is also a form for
entering your departed loved ones into the Yizkor Book.
Again – all early return please.
One Thursday recently, I went into the Talmud Torah to find
it buzzing with people.  Some were just chatting, others were
playing either darts, snooker or table tennis.  There were
people painting, sketching, designing and there were those 
learning a foreign language, about computers and even
Genealogy (see article on page 7).  It was, indeed,
connect@southend who meet Thursday afternoons in the
Talmud Torah building, Finchley Road.  It is run by Freda
Harris from the Southend and Westcliff Jewish Community
Centre.  It is quite inspirational.
Actually, there is really no need to sit at home staring at the
four walls and being lonely.  The Pop In meets once a 
month, the Monday Club meets every Monday and 
on Wednesday afternoons, there is JACS, so why not, 
if you have not already done so, go along and be 
entertained for the afternoon and meet people!
Once again there are some very interesting articles within
the Magazine.  The Simcha Page has started off very nicely,
thank you, with lots of lovely photos.  Don’t forget to send 
your photos in!
The news about Raymond House is devastating.  Will a
miracle occur down in the South East?  The Southend &
District Aid Society will still carry on fund raising for the
Southend Jewish Community Centre and I am sure the
Jewish Community will back them to the hilt!
The next edition of the CV will be for Rosh 
Hashanah and all photos, reports and articles 
must be in by the closing date – 20th July 2012

Rochelle O’Brart - Editor
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Shul Library
Books for you

The community library is situated
in the Beis Hamedrash. We have
an extensive range of books
covering all aspects of Jewish
interest.

We are making progress, albeit very slowly, in re-organising
and cataloguing the books. We have acquired a computer
and library software has been installed. We are at the
present time listing the books and this will then be put on
the website for you to see the comprehensive selection we
have. After that, the database will be completed and we will
then have a library system for the community to borrow the
books. You will, when all the data is completed, be able to
request books by email or telephone and collect them at
suitable times during the week. It has become very obvious
that the re-organization is taking much longer than
anticipated.

We are keen to offer as wide a selection as possible and,
if there are any books you would like to see in the library,
we would be happy to consider obtaining them - so please
contact us.

The other area we are keen to expand on is visual and
audio. We will be looking at this aspect as a means, we
hope, of attracting perhaps more of our younger members
who are used to advances in technological communications.
In a community of our size, there must be many diverse
interests, and it will soon become apparent that we may
need more books to cover the many interests of our
members. If you have books that you no longer require, and
would like to donate them to the library, you can contact
Sonny Kosky either by e-mail sonnykosky@blueyonder.co.uk
or by telephone 01702 589105, and collection can be
arranged. Any books donated can, if you so wish, be
inscribed on the inside with any suitable wording.

Sonny Kosky

In view of this and so as to offer some sort of facility to 
borrow books at the present time, you can contact me 
(details below) and I will see if we have a book or books 
in the subject or subjects you are interested in.

To finish the re-organization more speedily, we could 
do with some help in the listing of our books onto the
computer (very simple data entry). Please let me know if 
you can spare an hour or two to help finish the task.

ODD JOBS, PAINTING & 
HOUSEHOLD REPAIRS 

                    

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 

CALL  COLIN SAMUEL 
MOB: 07748 908 702 

Telephone: 01702 478329
BALLOONS, BOUQUETS, INITIALS, 

GARLANDS, 
SABBATH AND YAHRZEIT, CANDLES 

CHAIR COVERS, FLOWERS AND
A FULL RANGE OF GREETINGS CARDS FOR

ALL OCCASIONS
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David Dattner, who, sadly, recently passed away just short of
his 90th birthday, is owed a considerable debt of gratitude
by many past and present members of the Community. 
My first experience of David was at Bnei Akiva Camp in
1961, near Matlock, Derbyshire, when Terry Mendoza and I 
met this rather formidable mountain man who looked like he
had just been dragged backwards through most of the bogs
in the Peak District. Under the auspices of Bnei Akiva and
Cecil Sklan, David was instrumental in setting up, steering
and cajoling not just one but three groups of (in his words)
“virile” kids, towards a succession of Awards for the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme. 

To continually motivate and capture the imagination of so
many of us was no small feat, and could only have been
carried out by virtue of his charismatic and unique
personality. This also explained the considerable success
and empathy he achieved in the wider world, where, for
many years, he was House Master at an Approved School,
in Romsey, Hampshire (if his technique worked well for
offending juveniles, why should it not work for us?). On 
one notable occasion, he even took a group of us on an
expedition with his Approved School kids, and we all lived
to tell the tale, although I can not recall which group boasted
the biggest delinquents by the end of the week. Fortunately
nobody absconded. 

The yearly – sometimes twice yearly -  expeditions were
the mainstay of the D of E Scheme, and David’s strong
authority and leadership always saw us rise to every hill,
peak -  or whatever other challenge, physical or mental,
that he threw at us. He strongly felt that we should push
ourselves further than the standard which was required
nationally by the Scheme, and, although many of us no
doubt cursed him at the time for the feats of endurance
which we had to overcome, I’m sure that it made us more
resilient, and was a great source of strength to most of us in
the long term.  

David was a deeply religious man and would often call a
short halt on an exercise for a “quick dav”.  When one of
our group had to recite Kaddish for his father, David even
arranged for various groups to meet up, over a three day
navigational exercise in the middle of G-d Knows Where, 
so we would have sufficient numbers for a Minyan.  He
always encouraged us to come with him to Shul in 
Westcliff on the Shabbat before an expedition, where
Rabbi Shebson would call him up for an Aliyah under the
name of Field Marshall Dattner. 

After his association with his Southend and Westcliff “Kids”
ended, he carried on his great altruistic work, initially with
further employment as a house master for troubled kids in
the UK, and, latterly, with severely traumatised youngsters 
in Arad, Israel, who had suffered terrible physical and 
emotional scars,  often as a result of suicide bomb outrages. 

In this last – and intensely demanding challenge – he again
harnessed his unique skills to try and bring some sort of 
inner peace and stability to kids who had suffered some of
the deepest emotional traumas imaginable. 

About 8 years ago, in frail health, he moved back to the UK
and saw out his remaining years peacefully at Nightingale
House. We organised a reunion for him in London, in 2003,
at which he was visibly moved, telling us “you kids were not
just a one night stand”! 

Lawrence Collin

Squadron Leader David Dattner
“In one’s lifetime, sometimes one is Blessed and Privileged
to meet a very Special Person”.

In 1960 I met such a person. Sqd Leader David Dattner.
I was but one whom he inspired, and indeed he had the
ability of helping many young people make life changing
decisions, all for the good.

He gave me a gift for my Barmitzvah, with the inscription
“It’s easy to be a Jew, but it’s not easy being a good Jew,
Don’t fail”

I hope I haven’t failed him.

I then unbelievably met David again some 45 years later.

“May he dwell in the shadow of The Almighty.”

Roy Barnes

David Dattner OBE
A charismatic and decorated Squadron Leader, he joined the RAF at the
outbreak of the Second World War, where he remained for 25 years.  He
started as a Gunner, became a Gunnery Leader and eventually a Squadron
Leader.  He was captured and tortured.  He was a very religious man,
praying daily and observing Shabbos and Yom Tovs.  In 1965 he left the
RAF and began work in UK Approved Schools.  He made this his life’s work
and in the 1980’s, made aliyah and was appointed as English teacher in
Arad, taking charge of 100 traumatised 9 – 14 year olds, many of them
orphaned or from deprived homes.  

The Shop
Talmud Torah
Finchley Road
Westcliff on Sea
Essex SS0 8AD

Serving the community with Kosher food

 Opening Hours 

  Thursday  11.00 - 4.30 

  Friday      9.00 - 12.30

  Sunday   9.30 - 12.30 

email:  swhc-theshop@hotmail.co.uk
Telephone: 01702 430307 (opening hours only)

Obituaries
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Westcliff and District W.I.Z.O. 

CHAIRMAN:  Jackie (jackiekalms@live.co.uk)
*In our Diamond Anniversary year, if you are not already a member,
why not join this worldwide group and combine fund-raising with
socialising?  
For more information, contact Sue on 710988.
* Membership is close to 200, with 13 men and 11 life members.
We raise much-needed funds for those in need in Israel - from
crèches to senior citizen centres.

Tuesday 17th July
AN EVENING WITH RACHEL LICHTENSTEIN

Continuing our “diamond” theme, the author of “Rodinsky’s
Room” and “On Brick Lane” discusses her new book: “Diamond
Street: The Hidden World of Hatton Garden.” 
VENUE: Porters, Southchurch Road, Southend.  
TIME: 7pm for 7:30 prompt start.  
DONATION: £10 members & husbands; £12 non-members.  
Entrance by ticket only from Jackie.

Tuesday 23rd October  
TRIP TO V&A

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see a collection of more
than 100 Hollywood movie costumes from 100 years of films.  
DONATION: £28 members & husbands; £33 non-members.  
Contact Adrienne, 333004 for more information and to book.

Tuesday 13th November
QUIZ LUNCHEON

It’s that time again - your annual outing to exercise those little grey
cells with some light-hearted competition.  
VENUE: Balmoral Community Centre, Salisbury Road, Westcliff.  
TIME: 11:30am
DONATION: £15 members & husbands; £18 non-members.  
Tickets from Jackie.
(Not under SWHC Kashrut Supervision)

Fashion Show
Over 100 ladies and 
several gentlemen attended 
a Fashion Show at Maxims
Casino on the seafront, 
early in May. Occasions 
Boutique showed off some 
very lovely fashions. Rita 
Roth OBE, who is a 
volunteer at Raymond
House, organized the 
function, which raised over 
£1,500, to be shared by Fairhavens and Raymond House.

Yom Hazikaron and 
Yom Ha’atzmaut

Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation held their annual
Yom Hazikaron/Yom Ha’atzmaut evening in the Synagogue Hall 
after the evening service. The candle was lit by Elan Revivo, 
followed by the memorial prayer by Rabbi Binyamin Bar.

The Youth then followed
with an explanation of
the Israeli Defence Forces
After this Yom Ha’atzmaut 
celebrations commenced,
with the Youth singing 
followed by Elan singing 
Israeli songs. The 
Southend and Westcliff

Girls’ choir then sang a medley of songs in Hebrew and English. 
We then broke for Sass and Bernie Zecharia’s famous falafel 
and dessert by our Ladies’ Guild. After the raffle was drawn, Elan 
then got the audience participating and dancing to his lovely 
Israeli/Jewish music

A great night was had by all. Over £600 was raised for the Israeli 
War Disabled.

SJYC
Harri Berg, Max and Jake Plaskow competed in a youth table 
tennis tournament in Harlow. The boys had coaching from Tony 

Jacks and Michael 
Vandermolen for the 
event.  They held their 
own against some 
tough teams. We were 
very proud of our boys 
and wish them all 
congratulations for 
doing so well! The 
boys as well as Youth 
Leader, Becca Barnett, 

and the adult team from Southend had a lovely day and we all look 
forward to competing again in the future.

Dorothy Young
Tel.: Southend 331218 (not Shabbat) Mobile: 07985 687085
Email: dorothy@dorothyyoung.co.uk   Website: dorothyyoung.co.uk

In stock for Chanukah, Purim, Pesach & Shavuot
Machzorim, Tallaisim, Capples, Childrens books, toys and games, 
Flags, Cuddly Sifrei Torah, Books on the Yomim Tovim.

Orders taken for New Year Cards, Luachot, Calendars, Diaries & Arba
Minim (Lulav and Etrog).

Really Jewish Food Guide now in stock. (Kashrut Guide)

Challah cloths, boards, candlesticks, candles, Havdalah candles and 
holders, hand washers, benchers, tzitzit, silk pictures & more.

Other goods in stock for Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur & Yomin Tovim
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www.jefferieslaw.co.uk

Jefferies
Solicitors

3rd Floor

Dencora Court

Tylers Avenue

Southend-On-Sea

Essex SS1 2BB
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From the 
Mighty Pen of 
Chutzpahdick

The CR Factor

With the race to appoint the next 
Chief Rabbi stepping up a notch,
Chutzpahdick understands that twelve
candidates have now thrown their
Kippot into the ring in a bid to fill this
supremely important position. In a 
year which currently boasts the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics, the process of selecting the most 
suitable candidate will itself be an undertaking of Olympic 
proportions for Anglo Jewry. What will the mechanics be for this 
selection process – and how transparent? 
In a bid to try and get inside information, Chutzpahdick has been
snooping around in the upper echelons for the CV, and was amazed
to discover that several regional events are currently in the planning 
process – a bit like one of Lord Sugar’s Apprentice shows, with one
candidate being eliminated each time by a selection committee 
consisting of a group of judges drawn from the Beth Din, Jewish
Leadership Council and Board of Deputies. Prepare for some delicious
sniping amongst the judges – just as in the X Factor, but here it will be
called the CR factor. 
The first eliminator will be hosted in Manchester, to a local audience,
after the High Holy Days. The Rabbis will be split into two teams of 
six and given their first task – put together a 10 minute droshe on the
relevance of orthodox Judaism in today’s society. Those members of
the audience still awake will then cast their vote, and the losing team
will have to individually explain to the judges why they should not be
sent back to whichever Yeshiva, University or country they have come
from.  Eventually a decision will be made – and the first eliminated
candidate will exit, but, hopefully, not to an awful interview with Dayan
O’Briain this time. 
One month later will see the eleven surviving candidates back again
in two teams: this time, they will have to demonstrate their skills in
interfaith relationships and their tasks will be to put together arguments
for the peaceful co – existence of Israel with its Palestinian neighbours.
Chutzpahdick understands that the venues will be two of the most 
radicalized of mosques in South London. Those few candidates to
survive this task will have demonstrated several essential key points
for a Chief Rabbi – a loud voice, self confidence, fearlessness – and
the ability to make a quick but dignified exit in the nick of time. It is
envisaged that the CST will be present at this second event, although
Chutzpahdick understands that they are demanding rates of treble time
and a half. 
A further six weeks (two extra weeks added to allow for healing) will
see the third of these regional events. By this time, it is anticipated that
the group will be somewhat reduced in size, and, possibly, in spirit,
too. This is the stage in the process where the candidates will be 
interviewed and grilled by a range of influential people including the
Duke of Edinburgh, Prime Minister David Cameron, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and Maureen Lipman, who ill all report their 
findings back to the Selection Committee. The Duke of Edinburgh 
in particular can be relied upon to ask some very sharp questions 
and put the candidates on the spot. Chutzpahdick understands 
that asking how much money to bet on Yarmulke in the 3.15 
at Epsom is a firm favourite of his. Eventually, after much soul 
searching, a successful candidate will emerge. The world at 
large will know that a solemn decision has been reached – 
not (as with a new Pope) by smoke emanating from the
chimney, but, on this occasion, by smoked salmon bagels emanating
from the committee room. 
The new Chief Rabbi will have satisfied the judges with his profound
Talmudic knowledge, his skills as a communicator, his prowess as a
public speaker – and his ability to run 100 metres in virtually world
record time when in danger. 

CATastrophe
On 31st December 2010, we were
looking after our grandchildren’s cat
“Blanket” and we were leaving him
to go to London overnight.  We had
asked a neighbour to feed him while 
we were away. The cat used to go in
and out all the time and, although
he only came to visit, he was very 

clever and knew his way around. When we came back to Leigh
on 1st January 2011 early afternoon, Blanket was nowhere to be
seen. I phoned the neighbour who said she had forgotten to feed
him. Was this the reason he went or did the fireworks frighten him?
We’ll never know.  We were horrified and we then went about 
trying to find him. We phoned the RSPCA, PDSA, Essex Radio,
the local police but all to no avail. We hung notices on the lamp
posts in the road, asked all the neighbours if they had seen him
and Stephen used to walk around calling his name. There was one
sighting of him on New Years’ day, but we couldn’t be sure. 

After many sleepless nights, we had to tell the grandchildren 
Blanket was missing as they kept asking when we were going to
bring him back.  After a few weeks we had to tell them the truth.
Out of the four, one cried a lot, one a little and two accepted the
explanation that he was not dead, that he had gone off and 
someone was feeding him. 

On 18th April 2012, our daughter-in-law received a phone call
from a Veterinary surgery in South Woodham Ferrers, Essex, saying
that a woman had brought a cat into their surgery and they had 
scanned him and the chip showed where he belonged. We could
not believe that a cat had travelled 20 miles. The children were 
really excited and we went to pick him up.  He seemed very well
looked after. We brought him home but daren’t let him out in case
he never came back! We took him to London the next day and the
children couldn’t wait to see him. He settled in like nothing had
happened the past 16 months and was let out and came back into
the house as good as gold. If only cats could speak, we would
know where he disappeared to for all those months! 

Needless to say, we will not be cat minding again. Couldn’t take
the stress!

Marilyn and Stephen Salt

IS IT TIME 
FOR A CHANGE?

           
       

At a time when we can feel most alone, talking to a 
co nsello  can hel  s make sense of o  feelings an  

take ste s to make ositi e change in o  li es

If you are interested in exploring this further please contact:
Katy Grange MBACP on 07954 669047 

katymmgrange@hotmail.co.uk
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Cheder Page
Purim
After the reading of the Megila in the Synagogue, the congregation followed Rabbi Binyamin Bar, dressed like a pirate, into the Shul Hall for 
the fancy dress party and disco. The children were all dressed up, as were some of the adults. There was a competition and the winners were 
chosen by Rebecca Barnett, youth leader. Refreshments were organised by Cynthia Jacobs and Derek Silverstone and the host was Stephen 
Salt, Vice President (now President), dressed as Elvis Presley. It was a great fun night.

Matzo Bake
This was organized at Cheder and was very well supported.

The Children enjoyed 
themselves making their 
own Matzos.

Mock Seder
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CST is the Community Security Trust, a charity that provides security
for Jewish community events and locations. Our purpose is to protect
the well-being of our community, ensuring that we are able to lead the
Jewish life of our choice. 

CST is also available, 24 hours a day, for those of us who are 
unfortunate enough to suffer, or witness, antisemitism. 

It is challenging work that can only be done with the help and co-
operation of the members of our community, its leaders and 
institutions. We need to share responsibility, together, and stand firm
against the physical and political threats that we face. 

CST’s staff, volunteers and financial donors come primarily from within
the Jewish Community. This is a working partnership in the most 
meaningful sense of the word: with CST consisting of members of 
our various Jewish communities and then working within these 
communities.

We need your help in sharing the responsibility. This means 
contacting your local CST and asking what role you can play, whether
it be helping to perform security; passing on information that may be 
of use to us or the Police in our work; or helping to fund the work.
Fundamentally, it also means understanding why we do security and
keeping a sense of perspective about where things stand. 

Today, our community is largely able to express its Jewishness in 
whatever way it wishes. Indeed, that is why we deem it to be worth
protecting. Today, you can lead whatever sort of Jewish life you wish,
be that religious, secular, cultural, political, charitable, sporting or 
any other way. Our community is, on the whole, successful and well
integrated into the rest of society. We have come a very long way
indeed since the newly arrived immigrant generations of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.

CST sincerely hopes that its efforts help our community to feel 
confident that someone is standing up in defense of its rights. We take
responsibility for the physical security of the community;   and provide a
professional and confidential reporting service for those who 
experience anti semitism, be it physical, verbal, or in whatever form.
We are determined to work against antisemitism; and against the fear
that anti semitism causes.

We want to deter those who wish to harm our community, and we work
with politicians, police and others in ensuring that our community’s
concerns are understood, heard and acted upon.

CST secures over 1,000 communal events annually, across Britain.
In the last three years we have installed security upgrades at many 
hundreds of communal buildings, including window shatter-proofing
and full security planning and equipment at new sites, such as schools. 

We do not charge the community for our services and rely entirely
upon charitable donations.

Anti semitism and security threats do not define our Jewish lives, 
but they have concerned many of us in recent years. There is the 
potential for terrorism here in Britain, and most people are aware that
the numbers of reported antisemitic racist attacks are, unfortunately,
considerably worse now than in the 1980s and 1990s. Furthermore,
the 19th March 2012 school shootings in Toulouse, France were a 
terrible reminder of the shocking reality of antisemitic terrorism.   

Predicting the future is very difficult, but CST and our Jewish community
need to be aware of the potential for further trouble: not merely 
because of pro Al Qaeda type threats here in Britain, but also from
what may yet occur here (and around the world) as a result of tension
over Iran and the rest of the Middle East’s troubled political landscape. 

Whatever the future holds, CST will be there for its Jewish Community.
In return, we ask that the Jewish Community is equally there for its 
CST. 

All of this relies upon partnership between CST and our Jewish 
community.  We welcome you to join us in that partnership, in 
whatever way you can.
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The Stamps of Israel – Lag B’Omer
also known as

Lag L’Omer amongst Sephardi
Jews, is a holiday celebrated
on the thirty-third day of the
Counting of the Omer, which
occurs on the 18th day of the
month of Iyar. According to the
Talmud and Midrash, this day
marks the hillula (anniversary of
death) of Rabbi Shimon bar 
Yochai, a Mishnaic sage and
leading disciple of Rabbi Akiva
in the 2nd Century.  Modern
Jewish tradition links the 
holiday to the Bar Kokhba 
Revolt against the Roman
Empire (132-135 CE). In Israel,
Lag B’Omer is celebrated as a
symbol for the fighting Jewish
spirit.

The biblical mandate to count
the Omer appears in Leviticus 23:15–6, which states that it is a
mitzvah to count seven complete weeks from the day after Passover
night ending with the festival of Shavuot on the fiftieth day. The 49
days of the Omer correspond both to the time between physical
emancipation from Egypt and the spiritual liberation of the giving
of the Torah at the foot of Mount Sinai on Shavuot, as well as the
time between the barley harvest and the wheat harvest in ancient
Israel. 

The most well-known custom of Lag B’Omer is the lighting of
bonfires throughout Israel and in cities in the Diaspora. In Meron,
the burial place of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his son, Rabbi
Eliazar, hundreds of thousands of Jews gather throughout the night
and day to celebrate with bonfires, torches, song and feasting. This
was a specific request by Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai of his students.
Some say that as bar Yochai gave spiritual light to the world with
the revelation of the Zohar, bonfires are lit to symbolize the impact
of his teachings. As his passing left such a “light” behind, many
candles and bonfires are lit.

The illustrated stamp issued by Israel in 1976 depicts the painting
“Dancers of Meron” by Reuven Rubin (Zelicovici). He was an
Israeli painter born in Galati (in the east of Romania) in 1893 and
became Israel’s first ambassador to Romania. He died in 1974. 

Sonny Kosky

Lag B’Omer Barbecue
Over 80 people braved the inclement weather to celebrate Lag
B’Omer in the Shul grounds. Members and non-members 
attended. Hot dogs and burgers were cooked by chefs, Stephen
Salt and Rodney Stone, with jacket potatoes and coleslaw followed
by ice cream (kosher of course!).  The evening was arranged by
the wardens, Stanley Robinson and Geoffrey Pepper, in conjunction
with Shul Functions Chairman Marilyn Salt. It was a most enjoyable 
evening.

Southend and District Aid Society
 – Our Future

I am writing this article as Chairman of the Aid Society at a time
of considerable upheaval. At this moment the planned closure of
Raymond House by Jewish Care has been announced and is more
than likely to proceed in the coming months although there is a
possible stay of execution for further consultation. We do not know
what will come of this and as an independent charity we must plan
for the future.

We have been in existence for almost 60 years and hope to 
celebrate our Diamond Jubilee next year. We have been the 
largest local Jewish charity for some time and our current terms of
reference have been to support financially and through volunteers
assisting the activities in many ways, at both Raymond House and
the Jewish Community Centre. 

In order to take account of the likely changes in the requirements
of an older Jewish population in the wider Southend area we
intend to prioritise our funding in future in two main areas. Firstly
to continue to support the Jewish Community Centre in Cobham
Road exactly as now with financial help towards events, transport,
activities and building improvements. This objective is unchanged
and is entirely unaffected by whatever happens with Raymond
House.

Our second main priority will be to reach out to local Jewish 
individuals and families, and aim to provide assistance and contact
in whatever way we can. There is an increasing number of our
elderly co-religionists of whatever background, often single, who
we must strive to support and help to maintain contact with our
community. We are making plans to develop this initiative further
and any ideas in this area will be most welcome. 

In order to continue with our fundraising we are pleased to 
announce that we will again be running our almost annual Royal
Albert Hall Musical Spectacular outing in November and there are
plans for many events to celebrate our Jubilee in 2013. The Cyclo
Aid Bikeathon, originally planned for this Summer is, unfortunately,
postponed but will take place next Summer at a date to be advised. 
We are facing a big challenge in the coming years and would 
actively welcome new members onto our committee who want to
help support us with our work for the Jewish Community Centre
and also for those Jewish people in the Southend area in need 
of greater contact, assistance and closer association with our 
community. 

I will be very happy to discuss any aspects of the Aid Society with
you should you wish to know more about our objectives and plans.

Norman Zetter, Chairman, 
Southend and District Aid Society    

Alexander Small

This young man, though short
in stature (at the moment) has
just been accepted into Westcliff
High School for Boys. Mazeltov
Alexander.  

At the Mock Seder in the Jewish
Community Centre, Alexander
asked the four questions – Ma
Nishtanah – and he is no
stranger to our Shul either – on
most Shabbat, Alexander sings
the Anim Zemirot – Song of
Glory.

Well done Alexander!
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www.bodysopticians.co.uk   THE LOOK – 37-43 Broadway West, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9 2BX   Tel: 01702 710031

IT’S HOW YOU LOOK

‘THE LOOK’, Body’s Leigh-on-Sea store, offers the widest range 

of designer brand frames in the area. Our qualifi ed experienced sales and 

ophthalmic staff are dedicated to providing you with a complete service. 

It’s about you, it’s how you look.

THE
LOOK
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Back To Life Committee
(Supporting the Jewish Association for the Mentally Ill)

Approximately £1,600 was raised by the Back to Life Committee 
(supporting the Jewish Association for the Mentally Ill) at a Mid-Winter
Supper Quiz held at the Synagogue Hall, Finchley Road recently. The
Quiz was run by Celia Riley and about 70 people enjoyed a delicious
fish supper. 

Brenda Lee, Publicity Officer

Emunah
Sponsored Walk on 19th August 2012 for Emunah

(helping vulnerable and deprived children in Israel)

Raising funds for Emunah – On 19th August 2012, commencing
9.30am - Geoffrey Pepper and friends are walking 15 miles along
the sea front from Chalkwell via the pier to Shoeburyness 
and return along the sea 
front. 
The walk will conclude at 
the Synagogue where the 
community is invited for a 
complimentary tea reception 
from approx 2.30pm. 
Sponsors required please!  
If you would like to join 
in the fun and walk all or 
different segments:  please 
email Geoffrey.pepper@hotmail.co.uk for sponsorship form.

connect@southend
Classes now available

Spanish, Computer and Art classes are now available every Thursday
afternoon in the Talmud Torah hall at connect@southend, along with
many other activities including table tennis and Genealogy.
Coming soon from connect@southend, a fun games evening, 
including Rumikub, Kalooki, Chess and all the other games you love
to play!!        
Why not join us for a trip to the theatre or if you are looking for
something more energetic our Active Life class meet every Monday
afternoon to keep fit and burn off some calories.  
For further details of all the above please contact Freda Harris on
01702 334655 email fxharris@jcare.org or come along on a 
Thursday from 1.30 to 4pm for a chat and to see the many activities
on offer.

Esther Riseman 100th Birthday
Esther Riseman celebrated her 100th Birthday surrounded by many
relatives and friends and residents of Raymond House Southend
Jewish Care home on 26th February 2012.  Rita Roth, in charge of
entertainment at Raymond House, organised music and a lovely tea to
celebrate the occasion.  Esther danced to the music with family and
friends.   
The Deputy Mayoress of Southend and David Amess MP for Southend 
West attended together with 5 generations of women starting with 
Matriarch Esther, daughter Rochelle, granddaughter Lyetta, great
granddaughter Emma and great great granddaughters Mia and 
Bella.  It was a really lovely afternoon.  In fact, as well as Esther being 

100, the month 
of February also 
saw Ray Tobias 
celebrate being 
100 and Lily 
Klinger reaching 
103 – both resi-
dents at Raymond 
House.

Marilyn Salt

Dear Editor 

THE SHOP was donated to the
Community in October 2010. It 
is a great asset which has now
become established and, in order
to continue, needs the support of
EVERYONE in the Community so it 
may become even bigger and better. 
It is hard work but David and I are 
encouraged by the comments and 
support of wonderful regular customers.  

We know some of you are still travelling up the A127 but please
consider that for ‘the shop’ to survive and flourish, it needs everyone’s
support, (even if you only buy bread or deli).
We have wonderful volunteers who give their time and enthusiasm and
Thursday mornings are manic trying to make sure everyone gets what
they want.  If Thursdays are too busy for you and you don’t want to
queue why not try Fridays or Sundays, when you can shop at leisure.
Please support ‘THE SHOP’ so that the Community continues to have
an asset it can be proud of.

Susan Baker 

Monday Friendship Club
This meets on Mondays from 11.30am ‘til 3.30pm in the Talmud Torah.  
Don’t sit alone at home.  Come and meet old and new friends, play a 
game of cards and have some light refreshments.

 
 

David White Suit Shop 
Formal Wear Hire & 

Ready To Wear Suits 
731 Southchurch Rd 

Southend on Sea 
Essex 

Tel 01702 468913 
 

www.davidwhitesuits.com 
 
 

Ben Belkaid 
The Complete Alteration 

Service  
For Men & Women 

including 
Leather Wear,  

Prom Dresses & 
Wedding Dresses 

87 Hamlet Court Rd 
Westcliff on Sea, Essex 

Tel 01702 436471 
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It’s that time of year again when we have to say goodbye for the Summer holidays! 
However, this year we have loads of goodbyes to say! It is goodbye to the leaders who are off to Israel for their gap year 

or to go to work and goodbye to Becca, who is leaving the Club and is finally going to Uni! 
Therefore everyone at the club thought we should say goodbye with a bang and have a party!!!!! 

 
Come and help us say goodbye with a BBQ, games and Music!! 

The afternoon is for all the family so please come along! 
 

Sunday 1st July 2012       Kindly Sponsored by Alan and Lyetta Witzenfeld 
1pm onwards  

DATE ACTIVITY 
SUNDAY FUNDAY @ ROLLER CITY  

HALF TERM – NO CLUB  
Hanoar night! Includes a visit from a Hanoar leader 
Arts and Crafts (bring things you don’t mind getting 
messy in) 
LAST NIGHT OF CLUB – Trip to Leigh Bowl for the 
night  
Goodbye party for club! 
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Recipe Corner
Portuguese Chicken 
with Ratatouille
(An irresistibly healthy meal,
flavoured with fragrant herbs, 
lemon and honey)
Serves four
Preparation time, 15 mins
Cooking time, 30 mins
Calories per serving, 238
Ingredients:
Chicken
1 tbs honey
1 tbs lemon juice
1 tsp tomato purée
1 tsp Piri Piri seasoning
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts – scored
Ratatouille
1 tbs olive oil
1 onion, chopped
1 courgette, diced
1 small aubergine, diced
1 red pepper, diced
200g (7oz) tin chopped tomatoes
1½ tsp Garlic Granules
1 tsp Basil
1 tbs tomato purée
Salt and Pepper
Method:
Pre-heat oven to 200°c, 400°f, Gas Mark 6
For the Chicken:
Mix together honey, lemon juice, tomato purée and Piri Piri 
Seasoning in a shallow dish, add the chicken and coat well.
Place the Chicken on a baking sheet and bake for 20–25 minutes.
For the Ratatouille:
Meanwhile, heat the oil in a large saucepan and fry the vegetables 
for 4-5 minutes.  Stir in the remaining ingredients.  Bring to the boil.  
Cover and simmer for 20 minutes.
Serve with crusty bread

Pop In - May 2012
Thankfully the rain stopped and the sun shone in time for the
monthly Pop In. Around 55 guests turned up to enjoy sandwiches,
home-made cakes and a good natter. Alan Gershlick was in 
attendance for his last time as President of SWHC. Louise Gershlick
also came along and Janice, co-founder of the Pop In along with
Fay Sober, made a short speech thanking Alan for his support and
attendance since the Pop In first opened its doors in November
2007. Janice presented Alan with a framed ode written especially
for him, surrounded by photos from Pop In afternoons over the last
four and a half years.

Alan said the gift meant a lot to him, he had always loved the Pop
In, that care was a most important part of Community life and he
thanked Janice, Norman and the Pop In and Care Committee for
all their efforts. He loved the ‘happy buzz’ of the Pop In when he
walked in and we are sure he won’t be a stranger in the future.

Next Pop In, Tuesday 26th June, between 2 and 4pm. We have a
guest speaker from the fire brigade, Gerry Hudson-Crane, who
will make a short presentation at the beginning and then chat to
people about safety in the home. 

Everyone welcome.  Hope to see many of you there. Just turn up or
call Janice on 01702 344900 or email swhcmanager@hotmail.
co.uk. Thank you.

Sybil’s Lectures
At Shul:
Bournes Green School, 
Cedar Hall School, Special Needs – 2 visits
Council of Christians and Jews
Edwards Hall School, Elm Green School
Grays Convent Secondary School – 2 visits
Great Wakering Primary School
Little Waltham School, Marylands School
Southend Hospital School, Teachers’ Group, Basildon
Tudor Court School
St Bernards Secondary School – 2 visits
8th Leigh Cubs – Religion Badge

Adult Groups:
St Aidens Chuch - Festivals
National Health Women’s Register - general meeting
Shenfield Green W.I.
Romford Thursday Club:  Cradle to the Grave in Romford

At Schools:
Kents Hill Infants School  Interfaith meeting
William Read School, Canvey  2  assemblies

I lecture to many children of different ages - pre-school, infants,
juniors, secondary schools - and Schools of other religions - 
Christian or Catholic. It is important to tell them to respect people
of other religions.

Many Special Needs schools have been coming to the Synagogue
over the years. I usually show all children the kippahs (cappels)
I have. Children’s cappels are popular - like Thomas the Tank
Engine. There was a little boy from a special needs school. He
wanted to try on the Thomas kippa, but then he wanted to keep
it. His teacher quietly explained to him that if he kept the Thomas
kippa then no one else could try it on and he reluctantly gave it
back to me.  My son Michael gave me a Chelsea Football Club
kippa. Either everyone wants to wear it, or they want a Spurs one!
One of the scouts who came to visit gave me a kippa from an
Israeli Scouts group.

The children find it very interesting to learn that Sikhs, Hindus
and Moslems cover their heads.  The Pope, Head of the Catholic
Church, covers his head in the same way. I explain to them that
Christians take their hats off out of respect.

I am asked some strange questions by young children. Do you
have a bed in the Synagogue? Do you have a bathroom here?
Does G-d live in the Ark? Where can we see G-d? 
It is quite interesting explaining to them about Jewish concepts of
G-d.

Sybil Greenstein

Memorial Plaque Unveiling Ceremony 

In Memory of our beloved 

    David Levy 

12th August 2012 at 1pm at  

STOCK ROAD CEMETERY 

Followed by a L’chaim  

IN THE SHUL HALL 
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Marriage of Nicola daughter of Simon and Estelle Luton 
and David son of Ashley and Jackie Kalms

Simcha Page

This page is kindly sponsored Anonymously.

Simon Linden son of Jan and Howard Linden 
marriage to Lucy May

Molly Caplan daughter of Saul and Victoria Caplan

Tamsin Chloe Salt, 
Marilyn and Stephen Salt’s Granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah

Callum Grandson of Leslie and Sandra Royston at his Bar Mitzvah in Jerusalem

Dr. Arnold and Gillian Azulay Celebrate their Golden Wedding

Sammy and Angela Cohen Celebrate their Golden Wedding

Michael and Susan Konyn Celebrate their Golden Wedding Sophie Jay, Geraldine and Ben Jay’s Granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah
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Montine
Food Company
…………………
Unit 7, Purdeys Industrial Estate

Purdeys Way
Rochford

Essex SS4 1ND

Tel: 01702 531216
Fax: 01702 531217



The London Taxi 
Drivers’ Fund for 
Underprivileged 

Children
Gala Festival of  Music 

St. John’s, Smith Square, Westminster 
Southend, Westcliff and the surrounding areas all give a tremendous,
enthusiastic welcome when 100 London cabs, with some 300 excited
Special Needs children, arrive in Southend, escorted by police outriders, 
St Johns Ambulances and RAC vehicles. 
The cruise along the sea front is always a great sight to see, with many
taxis decorated with balloons and streamers, together with the young
passengers some who may not have been to the seaside before and, of
course, our wonderful caring cab drivers who every year give up a day
from work, together with their helpers, to make sure the kids enjoy that
magical day in Southend.
As soon as the convoy arrives, it is lunch at the Cliffs Pavilion and 
then off for a wonderful day at the Adventure Playground where the
Management allow all the facilities for the use of the children and have
supported the charity for many years. I can assure them we are so grateful
for their continued support.
The history of London’s premier taxi trade charity can be traced back to
1928, when twelve drivers raised a few pounds to take Norwood orphans
on a tour of London. 
The current trustees, all working licensed London taxi drivers, receive no
remuneration or expenses whatsoever. The charity is proud to report the
running costs are less than 2% per annum. With this in mind, all gifts
and donations go directly to help many worthy causes and have
benefited thousands of special needs children.
Although the Fund is well known for the various outings, some may be
unaware that the charity also offers financial help with the purchase of
medical, educational, communicative and recreational equipment, for
schools, children’s hospital wards and individual families.
Donations are the lifeblood of any charity and the LTFUC is no
exception.
Trying to organise something a little different, in an effort to raise funding
and also capture the imagination of the public, is always a daunting task.
However, a couple of years ago I embarked on an ambitious project 
and that was to organise a Gala Music Concert. I was so grateful when
Conductor, William Carslake, and the London Charity Orchestra together
with the Finchley Children’s Music Group agreed to perform at our first
Gala Concert in December 2010.
Due to the success of this previous concert I was asked if I could organise
another music event for 2011.  Although the second Gala Concert was
held a while ago, I nevertheless wanted to take this opportunity to thank all
those who attended our second concert. It was a great success, attended
by some 3/400 people. 

We were again delighted to have the support of sixty five musicians from
the London Charity Orchestra together with Conductor, William Carslake,
and Simon Kodurand, leader and soloist.  
The second item performed was The Lantern in the Crypt written by
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San Francisco taxi driver, Christopher Allen Paul Fulkerson. As concert
organiser and LTFUC Committee member, I introduced this composition
which was the first time it had been performed in public. I explained to the
audience, Christopher had seen various articles on the internet about the
concert and the activities of the charity and asked if he could submit his
original music. William Carslake thought it was a fine composition and
agreed to the performance.
We were thrilled to have the New London Children’s Choir, together with
Conductor, Amanda Deane, and Conductor and founder of the New
London Children’s Choir, Ronald Corp. The children were absolutely
enchanting, performing some beautiful songs.
The previous Chair of the LCO, Sarah Marinescu, who is a British Army
Bandmaster, had agreed to conduct the Eric Coates London Suite. Sarah
took her bow to a standing ovation.
Next guest conductor was ‘myself’, with an ‘L’ plate on my back, who
conducted Sousa’s Liberty Bell (the Monty Python theme). Why me?
I had a call from William Carslake and was asked if I would consider
conducting the orchestra just for a bit of fun for all the musicians and the
audience. After a great deal of thought (about 3 minutes) I agreed. I must
say it was a great experience but I will not be giving up my day job! (Taxi
Driving)
Other tremendous music played was The Magnificent Seven, Dam Busters 
March and, of course, The Twelve Days of Christmas with audience 
participation! At the end of the concert both conductors were presented
with models of the iconic London taxis 
The Chair of the LTFUC thanked everyone for their support and 
commitment in making the Festival of Music a success. 
What a great night! Lots of congratulations for a wonderful and 
entertaining concert and the work the committee undertake on behalf of
Special Needs children of London. 
Looking forward to another concert?
Whilst writing this article, I would, on behalf of my wife, Maxine, like 
to thank members of S&WHC and her dear friends for the concern 
shown with cards, flowers, phone calls and visits, when she had a knee
replacement some week ago. 

Michael Son



26

Messages from the 
Wardens’ Box

The Wardens` Mind Reading code!!
Two important assets of a gabbai
(warden) are weightlifting and
mindreading.  Over the years
his shoulders become broad
and heavy, he develops a strong
handgrip.  No need therefore 
to go down to the gym!!  
Exercising the mind keeps the
gabbai fit. What is that person
thinking? How is that person 
feeling? This person is sending a
signal for something, what is it?  

Selection of the gabbai has not
always guaranteed the respect of
one`s peers who may often fancy

themselves as even more knowledgeable and hence, on the face of
it, there is a ready supply of potential gabbaim!!

In one community, everyone nominated refused the post. Finally,
they appointed an innocent man who was out of town on holiday.
He returned to find out he was the elected gabbai.

The gabbai`s post is a
desired one, people are
forever trying to steal
a bit of his power! The
gabbai is deluged by 
suggestions from the 
membership as to who
should get what. The
astute gabbai steers
his way  through such
prompting with a
minimum of fluster and
rumpus!

As a dispenser of a Mitzvah, the gabbai is a four-star general. 

In fact, the congregation can split into factions over the dispensing
of a Mitzvah.  The gabbai has the capacity to turn the 
congregation against itself.  Should he choose improperly, he is
likely to set friend against friend and extract jealousy and insult.
Not having a call-up could tear apart the very fabric of the 
congregation.  If the gabbai is headed in this direction, he must be
court-marshalled and summarily sentenced to 10 years hard labour
at the morning minyan!!  In some instances, a Mitzvah may incur
obligations of redemption, whilst at other times it serves as a 
repayment.  Acts such as making a donation to the Shul, 
sponsoring a Kiddush, or volunteering one`s time and energy for
community benefit may either generate a mitzvah or repay one.

The family of a Bar Mitzvah or Bat Mitzvah, or the couple who are
about to celebrate a significant anniversary may provide a list of
names to the gabbai, who makes every effort to accommodate.
The congregation pay careful attention to each Mitzvah and within
a social network, a discussion ensues as how such Mitzvos were
selected, and they are often predicted.  Were they chosen because
of favours being returned? Relationships confirmed? Perhaps 
reciprocal obligations?

Most individuals may expect a certain number of Mitvos throughout
the year, however, if one has not been forthcoming  of  late,  the
gabbai  should  be  informed  and challenged to a dual. As an
analogy, a gabbai is a bit like a dentist, if you do not open your
mouth, he cannot help you!!

Failing to receive an honour, or feeling the honour is too meagre,
or it is thought you are being neglected, it is important not to 
bottle it up, say what you think, and never leave the Shul in a 
huff.  In sharing a Mitzvah with guests or visitors, the community 

demonstrates its generosity and selflessness. Failure to show 
such generosity is to risk a reputation of being unfriendly and
inhospitable.

The ceremonial performance of a Mitzvah needs a suitable 
congregational judgement of the honour. It is thought that a 
Mitzvah executed in the presence of only a few, or even among
many but commanding little attention, is less of an honour than the
same act performed before a large and watching congregation. 

It is alleged that to remove the Torah from the Ark for a weekday
reading when only a handful are present in Shul, is not 
nearly as important as to do this on Shabbat morning before  
concentrating eyes of
the entire community.
Missing here may be
the extra handshakes,
mazeltovs and 
compliments!  However, 
a weekday Mitzvah is
by no mean worthless.
Whilst it may be of low
value to some during 
the week, the Mitzvah
still remains part of the
collective value and is not given away lightly. One never knows the
value of each Mitzvah. 

The gabbai keeps track how the various honours are allotted 
week by week. Although this is done partly in the interests of
remaining fair and balanced, it is not always possible in the light of
the circumstances prevailing and leading up to or occurring on the
Shabbat.

To have an Aliyah, it is advisable to plan on arriving well before
the Torah is taken from the Ark. On any particular Shabbat it may
be easy to give out a Mitzvah despite a late arrival. Perhaps on
a different Shabbat it is not possible without offending those who
arrived in Shul earlier.  By all means please ask for one in advance
for a celebration or for a Yahrzeit occurring on the weekend.
Simply email the Gabbaim and they will make sure the honour is a
special experience!!

Next Time: The case of the missing Machzorim!

SOME CAME RUNNING!!
One man was needed to make up 
a Minyan at the Shul
One man left his shopping at 
Sainburys and came running!
One man interrupted his supper
 and came running!
One man  rearranged his doctor`s 
appointment and came running!
One man was going to the 
theatre but turned his car around
and came running!
When one man comes running he
makes a difference and the 
difference is a difference of one!!
If you can make a difference
please come running!!

KASHRUT
We cannot be held responsible for the 
Kashrut of any function or ad unless 

it states ‘Under supervision of 
Southend & Westcliff Kashrut Commission’
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