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Can you tell us your impetus for
building an eruv in Westcliff?
As you know, we are a young Jewish

community, consisting of chassidishe families
mostly from Stamford Hill that have taken
the step of moving out of town to provide
their families with an affordable and spacious
home in a calm and tranquil setting. We
felt it was imperative to have an eruv here.
Historically, most Jewish settlements have
had an eruv and chassidishe seforim say that
an eruv is a spiritual protection for the town,
not only on Shabbos but during the week
as well. Practically speaking, since we are a
small town, we feel like one big happy family.
We have a very strong support network
with families being there for one another.
The eruv is imperative to allow us to visit
our friends and neighbours, look after each
other’s children and so forth. The eruv also
covers the hospital so we can send fresh food
on Shabbos. Incidentally, on the very first
week of the eruv, one of the women gave
birth and her family was able to bring her
fresh Shabbos food; we saw this as a clear
sign from above. We also felt that an eruv
would attract more visitors for short Shabbos
breaks. Most visitors are amazed by our warm
community and tend to return and eventually
consider moving here themselves or sending
their newly married children to settle here.
We have already seen an increase in interest
since the eruv has become operational.

Can you tell us a little about the
process?
Sure! It was a long process and took years

and a lot of effort, but we experienced
amazing siyatta dishmaya along the way.
I bought my house in Westcliff in March

2016 and we moved here in August of
the same year. Between March and August,
Rabbi Avigdor Grossberger of Manchester,
Europe’s biggest expert in Eruvin, came down
to Westcliff several times to observe the

terrain and he made an initial plan on how
an eruv can be erected. We worked very
hard on including a large area of Westcliff
into the eruv, firstly to include as many Jews
as possible – also from the broader Jewish
community here – and to enable carrying to
the local hospital.
Once we had settled here, we turned

to Daniel Rosenfelder of Golders Green
who is an architect by profession and now
deals exclusively with eruv applications.
Mr Rosenfelder worked for a long time to
prepare a planning application for the council.
Applying for an eruv is a complicated matter.
The plan included forty locations where two
tall 5.5metre metal poles had to be installed,
one on either side of the road to create a
tzuras hapesach. Each pole required a separate
planning application which had to include a
picture of the area with and without the pole.
The planning application was submitted in

July 2017 and lay with the council for an entire
year. The planning officer had never heard
of an eruv and had no idea of the concept.
During that time the planning committee was
taken to see every single place where a pole
would need to go up. In 2018 the application
was placed before the planning committee and
amazingly it was unanimously accepted! There
were some suggestions for small changes, so
Rabbi Grossberger had to come down again
to make changes to the plan, the architect
had to reprocess the changes and readmit the
application, and finally in February 2019 we
received the final planning permission.

So you could finally start building?
Not so fast. Next, we had to find a builder.

After getting several quotes, we finally settled
on Nechemia Abenson from Golders Green
who had already built several eruvin in London.
He prepared a building plan which had to be
submitted to the council in order to receive
a license to build.
When we came to the meeting at the

council with the officer in charge of licensing,
hashgacha pratis had arranged that this same
man had been the licensing officer in Barnet
Council at the time that the North West
London eruv was built! He had worked with
our architect and our contractor and was
very supportive. With his help we were
able to get a license for twenty years, when
usually we wouldn’t expect a license for
longer than two or maximum five years!
Next our builder needed a traffic

management plan, and he had to make sure
that no wires ran underground where the
poles had to go up and he also had to get a
building permit. The council set the price at
£250 plus a £1000 deposit per pole which
would amount to hundreds of thousands of
pounds. We didn’t have that kind of money at
our disposal. Thanks to our friend, barrister
Kevin Leigh of Westcliff, who argued on our
behalf to the council that we are a charity,
they reduced the price to just £1250 for the
total cost.
In November of this year we finally got

our building permit and immediately started
building. The biggest part of the eruv relied
on the railway wall and on back garden
fences, and we had to do a lot of explaining.
Some garden fences had to be changed to
bring them up to the required height and of
course we paid for this, and some residents
were happy with the brand-new fence they
got free of charge. We worked quietly
and diplomatically, speaking to residents,
explaining the concept and Boruch Hashem
encountered no or very little opposition.
The local newspaper even praised Westcliff
as being the first seaside town with an eruv!
Three weeks ago we held a fundraising

campaign to pay for the building costs that
amounted to close to one hundred thousand
pounds. As soon as the campaign was over,
the eruv was ready and on Shabbos Chanukah,
with much siyatta dishmaya, we were finally
able to reap the fruit of our labours.

Shabbos Chanukah
marked a special
milestone for the
Westcliff Chassidishe
community as they
inaugurated their very
own eruv in the town.
We’ve been speaking

to Rabbi Shlomo
Leib Fink, one of the
first members of the
Chassidishe kehilla in
Westcliff, who together
with Reb Ahron Engel
stood behind the eruv
initiative from the
start.

Westcliff’s eruv marks new milestone

Rabanim checking the Westcliff eiruv. Front center is Rav Yosef Padwa, flanked by Rabbi Avigdor Grossberger (right) and Rav
Akiva Usher Padwa (left). Behind them are Rav Hershel Hager – Golders Green (right) and Rav Y M Pollack, dayan of Canvey
Island (left).
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Amazing! Which rabbonim approved the
eruv?
The eruv stands under the close supervision of

Rabbi Avigdor Grossberger, Rav Hamachshir of the
Manchester eruv; Rav Avraham Simcha Brief, Rov
of Kehilla Kedosha Westcliff and Rav Akiva Osher
Padwa, rov of beis medrash Miluim LeEifod Westcliff.
Rav Yosef Padwa also visited the eruv and gave his
approval as did the rabbonim of the London Beis Din,
and other distinguished rabbonim.

And are people happy?
We got great feedback. People feel that it is a

‘Yiddishe town’. You can see mothers strolling with
their buggies outside, people can bring food to shul
for shalosh seudos, and we are already seeing that it
will attract more visitors and new residents.

Rav Avraham Simcha
Brief making the
kinyan of the Eruv.


